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Exempt Records  

  

 Should you decide to invoke a FOIA exemption as the basis for withholding any public 

record responsive to this request, please include in your full or partial denial letter sufficient 

information for ELPC to appeal the denial.  2 Ill. Adm. Code § 1226.220(c).  If you determine 

that portions of a record requested are exempt from disclosure, please redact the exempt portions 

and provide the remainder of the record to ELPC. 

 

Fee Waiver Request 

 

 ELPC respectfully requests that you waive all fees in connection with this request 

because the request is in the public interest.  2 Ill. Adm. Code § 1226.420(d) (waiver of fee is 

appropriate where it serves the public interest).  This public interest standard is satisfied here 

because ELPC is seeking records that will provide insight into compliance with the National 

Environmental Policy Act and other applicable requirements.  IDOT’s provision of these records 

in a timely fashion will allow for ELPC and other groups to understand all relevant information 

relating to the proposed Illiana Expressway.  In addition, ELPC is a non-profit public interest 

organization that has no commercial interest in the records sought.  Please contact me before 

undertaking any action that would result in a fee charge.  

 

Record Delivery 

 

 Pursuant to 2 Ill. Adm. Code § 1226.210, we expect a response to this request within 

seven working days.  We request that IDOT, in responding to this request, comply with all 

relevant deadlines and other obligations set forth in the Illinois FOIA and the agency’s 

regulations.  Please produce the records above by sending them to me at the address listed below.  

Please produce them on a rolling basis; at no point should the search for—or deliberation 

concerning—certain records delay the production of others that the agency has already retrieved 

and elected to produce.  Again, ELPC requests that records be provided in electronic format 

wherever possible, including but not limited to records that are stored or maintained in electronic 

format.   

 

 If you find that this request is unclear in any way please do not hesitate to call me so I can 

clarify the request or otherwise expedite and simplify your efforts to comply.  I can be reached at 

(312) 795-3738.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Armstrong 

Staff Attorney 

Environmental Law & Policy Center 

35 East Wacker Drive, Suite 1600 

Chicago, IL 60601 

(312) 795-3738 

aarmstrong@elpc.org 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Intro to slide:  The purpose of the Land Use TTF meetings is to take a proactive approach to identifying and discussing some of the land use related issues that might need to be addressed if the Illiana “Build” scenario is approved and the “No-Action” alternative were to be dismissed.  These discussions are meant to be an important part of long-range planning  discussions and are compatible with federal laws which require the study process for the Illiana to include the development of a “Build” land use scenario.  These discussions should not be viewed as a dismissal of the “No-Action” alternative.  It is understood that some of you participating today are supporters of the “No-Action” alternative and we just ask that for todays purposes that you understand that these meetings are part of a necessary planning exercise and that this is not the forum to debate the B3 Corridor or the “Build” versus the “No-Action” alternatives.  If you do not wish to participate in the TTF planning exercises, then the TTF forums may not be the best use of your time.  Thank you for your understanding.





































Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discussion points
The green corridor concept has been the topic of discussion at several points over time.  
Essentially, the concept has to do with using the ROW acquisition for the Illiana to leverage additional ROW set-asides, to use as green space for multiple purposes, including recreation, alternative transportation, and wildlife habitat.  
The amount of green space has not been determined, and need not be fixed (i.e., the width could vary along the corridor)
Continuity of the green corridor along the alignment is seen as a desirable trait, but is not necessary
Purpose is not strictly transportation-related, meaning that units of local government would need to take ownership for the funding, implementation, and maintenance of the project














Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because of what we heard from public and local agencies, Illiana is taking into consideration all these opportunities.
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Water Crossings 
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Structural Aesthetic Enhancements 

• Architectural Treatment 
– Develop a corridor-wide aesthetic plan for structures 
 i.e. Structure type, textures, colors, ornamentation 

– Provide space for expression of local context and identity 
in the interchanges with minimal changes to corridor 
aesthetic plan 
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Structure Aesthetic Enhancements 
 

• Overpasses 
– Context sensitive bridge elements provide inspiration 

 Railings, overhangs, superstructure  

 

Enhancement implementation subject to further discussions 
of maintenance and cost participation Z-2584
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SMALL GROUP 
SESSIONS  
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Workshop Overview 

Small Group Discussion #1: 
• Strategic Analysis of Corridor’s Future 

– Opportunities 
– Challenges 
Topics might include: 
    Quality of Life and Amenities 
    Agriculture 
    Economic Development & Business Opportunities 
    Natural Resources & Environment 
    Transportation 
    Community-Provided Services 
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Workshop Overview 

Small Group Discussion #2: 

• Visions for Corridor Development 
 
Assignment: 

Identify Key Development Themes for Consideration 
Identify Key Opportunities for Benefits 
Identify Potential Barriers to Theme Accomplishment 
Identify Key Development Concerns for Local Planning 
Provide Feedback on Context Sensitive Design 

Options 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes


Screening process- prior to new refinements
Geo.
Benefits








Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tier Two CPG and PM #1 Recap
TTF #1 Land Use Planning Workshop Recap
Stakeholder Alternative Suggestions
Purpose and Need Concurrence
Refined Working Alignment
Transportation Performance and Engineering Analysis
Mitigation Opportunities - minimize the impacts- how am I going to minimize (best management practices)- enhancing other features around the road How about Environmental Avoidance instead of Mitigation Opportunities???
Next Steps






















Presenter
Presentation Notes
support planning for sustainable features such as open spaces, transit, greenways, recreation, water quality, wildlife, farmland preservation, utilities, etc. Illiana provides improved access for economic development and access to job opportunities in the Corridor

Illiana is providing opportunity to plan for local roads and balanced land use, municipalities have land use control, opportunity for north-south utility corridors, plan will minimize severed parcels, preserve as much farmland as possible/retain Ag identity






Presenter
Presentation Notes
The No-Action Alternative was carried forward from the Tier One EIS as a baseline condition.  The 2040 No-Action Alternative is defined to include fiscally constrained major projects from the 2040 Regional Transportation Plans (RTPs), projects included in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for CMAP, NIRPC, and KATS outside of the Study Area, and other committed projects (excluding any type of Illiana Corridor project) within and adjacent to the Study Area.  

The identification of committed projects included those contained in a multi-year transportation or capital improvement programs, and additional projects as identified based on coordination with the Study Area counties. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alignment location will move
Actual alignment will be determined fall 2013






Presenter
Presentation Notes
State highways generally offer compatible traffic function and land use for interchanges

New interchanges may be deferred to future when demand or land use develops






Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have evaluated emergency response times, and have continuously met with EMS to determine the best alternatives to allow EMS to do its job as effectively as it currently does and meet access needs for schools, farmers/landowners and future land use plans.  As a result we have added many crossroad overpasses. 

With more jobs and economic growth, the tax base will increase allowing for more EMS services and personnel to be hired.  

 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Single Tolled Scenario: Use the ACFM to only carry forward a single tolled scenario In the DEIS detailed evaluation of alternatives.  �A sensitivity analysis for tolling would be added to the DEIS.



The Single Tolled Scenario is recommended.  This option has the advantage of simplicity, efficiency; and consistency with public and agency perception that the Illiana facility will be tolled.  Its impacts can be described in simple terms as compared to a no build scenario.  It requires the least amount of impact analysis and resource agency coordination.  It will be consistent with P3 industry forum announcements planned for late June 2013.  It is the best scenario for maintaining an expedited schedule.
 
 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The I-55/Lorenzo Road/IL-129 interchange will be included in the Illiana Corridor EIS.  Under this scenario, both projects would be under one study umbrella and therefore no coordination would be needed between the two studies.  Illiana’s accelerated schedule would put IL 129 and Lorenzo on an equally aggressive schedule.  A sensitivity analysis would need to be done to determine if improvements to the Lorenzo Road interchange would be needed on opening day for the Illiana.
If the Illiana no action alternative is selected, or implementation of the Illiana Corridor is deferred, the I-55 Wilmington Phase I Study will move forward as previously planned.  

Lorenzo Road will add approximately 950 acres to the environmental survey.  This area has already been surveyed however supplemental checks will be performed during Tier 2. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes

By connecting communities, the corridor serves as a backbone for local planning of many other land use needs in this area of dynamic growth.

Improves accessibility to one of the largest intermodal freight areas in America projected to increase by 45,000 truck trips by 2040, 










Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re analyzing drainage as part of the study process;
We have to offset any fill that we place in a floodway or floodplain;
We will be looking for opportunities to partner with local communities to address larger watershed issues.






Presenter
Presentation Notes
The BMP Manual is located in Appendix E of the DuPage County Stormwater and Flood Plain Ordinance. The Manual is considered to be a guidance document and does not contain binding regulations. That being said, the document is referenced in the Storm Water Ordinance as a source of information on how to select and design BMPs in our area. You will find a copy of the manual in your training materials or you may download a copy from the county’s web site.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re analyzing drainage as part of the study process;
We have to offset any fill that we place in a floodway or floodplain;
We will be looking for opportunities to partner with local communities to address larger watershed issues.
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