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 Extension of the Metra Southwest Service to Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 

(Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning [CMAP] fiscally unconstrained portion 
of the enhanced service). 

 Extension of the Metra Rock Island District to Minooka (CMAP fiscally 

unconstrained portion of the enhanced service). 

In addition, the following programmed intercity passenger improvements were 

considered:  

 Existing Amtrak service in Indiana includes the Chicago to Indianapolis service 
through Dyer, Indiana.  The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

(NIRPC) 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan discusses the potential for improved 

Amtrak service from Chicago to Indianapolis, and the potential for high speed 
passenger rail service.  
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5.0 Determination of Effect 

5.1 Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly 

This project will have no effect on the Hine’s emerald dragonfly because suitable habitat 

for this species is not present within the Corridor.  The project will not affect critical 
habitat because the closest critical habitat unit is located approximately 16 miles north of 

the Corridor.  As the restrictive habitat conditions for this species is not within the 

Corridor, the species is not present and will not be directly affected by the project.  
Therefore, there will be no effect to the Hine’s emerald dragonfly. 

5.2 Eastern Massasauga 

This project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the eastern massasauga 
rattlesnake.  Although suitable habitat for this species is present within the Corridor, 

herpetofaunal surveys conducted within suitable habitat in the project survey area did 

not detect the presence of the eastern massasauga.  One extirpated eastern massasauga 
population is located approximately 4.3 miles from the Corridor within the Goodenow 

Grove Nature Preserve.  This area will not be impacted as a result of construction 

activities.  Wildlife crossings are being considered and proposed for the Corridor which 
would allow for movement and provide safe passage for reptiles and amphibians.  

Critical habitat has not been designated for the eastern massasauga. 

5.3 Sheepnose Mussel 

This project may affect and is likely to adversely affect the sheepnose mussel.  Suitable 

habitat for the sheepnose mussel is present within the Corridor.  There are 22 records of 
sheepnose from the INHS mussel database in the Illinois portion of the Kankakee River 

that span from 1960 to 2010.  A fresh dead specimen of the sheepnose was on the 

Kankakee River approximately 2,600 feet upstream of the Corridor in 2012.   

Mussel surveys will be conducted prior to the Kankakee River bridge construction.  All 

native mussels found will be relocated to suitable habitat.  Translocation of the mussels 

will minimize adverse effects upon the species.  Construction activities will have 
temporary impacts that will not result in long term changes in habitat for the mussel.  

Additionally, BMPs will be implemented in proximity to the bridge over the Kankakee 

River as well as in proximity to tributaries of the Kankakee River, to minimize impacts 
to water quality.  Coordination with the USFWS and the Illinois DNR will be on-going to 

approve the method for translocation prior to any future surveys or translocation efforts.  

5.4 Snuffbox Mussel 

This project will have no effect on the snuffbox mussel.  The snuffbox mussel was 

reported over a century ago in the Kankakee River; however, subsequent surveys in 

1911, 1978, 1975-2000, and 1999 did not detect the species.  A single fresh dead specimen 
was observed in 1988 in Will County.  As only relict shells have been identified since 
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1991, the population, if present, may be small, localized, and of doubtful viability 

(Federal Register 2012).   

Surveys for unionid mussel fauna associated with streams within the Corridor were 

conducted at selected locations by the INHS (INHS 2013g).  The survey methods for 

unionid mussel fauna are presented in Section 3.2.  No live or relict snuffbox mussels 
were identified during the 2012 surveys.  Streams were surveyed by the INHS in Illinois 

in May and June of 2012 (INHS 2013g).  In the apparent absence of the species, effects to 

the snuffbox mussel are not anticipated as a result of the proposed project.  Critical 
habitat has not been designated for the snuffbox mussel. 

5.5 Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid 

This project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the eastern prairie fringed orchid 
as none of these plants were detected during detailed surveys conducted for the project. 

The closest known eastern prairie fringed orchid population is present at Grant Creek 

Prairie Nature Preserve (USFWS 2010a; Hill 2007) adjacent to I-55 south of Blodgett, Illinois 
located approximately 3 miles north of the Corridor.  This population will not be impacted 

as a result of the proposed project.  However, lighting associated with the proposed 

project could impact the primary pollinator to the orchid which is the hawkmoth.  IDOT 
will determine locations where directional lighting would be used to reduce potential 

impacts to local hawkmoths and other wildlife that prey on hawkmoths. 

5.6 Lakeside Daisy 

This project will have no effect on the lakeside daisy as suitable habitat for this species is 

not present within the Corridor.  Surveys conducted in 2012 verified that habitat for 
lakeside daisy is not present in proximity to proposed construction activities.  Known 

populations of lakeside daisy are located approximately 15 miles north of the Corridor.   

5.7 Leafy Prairie Clover 

This project will have no effect on the leafy-prairie clover as suitable habitat for this 

species is not present within the Corridor.  Surveys conducted in 2012 verified that 

habitat for the leafy prairie-clover is not present in proximity to proposed construction 
activities.  A population of leafy prairie-clover occurs on Midewin National Tallgrass 

Prairie property approximately 5 miles north of the Corridor. 

5.8 Mead’s Milkweed 

This project will have no effect on Mead's milkweed.  In Illinois, the INHS conducted 

botanical surveys within the project Study Area between March 28 and September 31, 
2012 (INHS 2013).  In Indiana, Cardno JFNew conducted botanical surveys within the 

project Study Area between September 12 and October 3, 2012 and from April 17 to May 

2, 2013 (Cardno JFNew).  Mead’s milkweed was not identified during the surveys.  
Search results from the INHD revealed no records of Mead’s milkweed within the 
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survey area (INHS 2013b).  The closest population of Mead’s milkweed occurs 

approximately 10 miles north of the Corridor.  This population will not be impacted as a 
result of construction activities.  According to the USFWS, at present, there are no viable 

Mead’s milkweed populations in Illinois or Indiana (USFWS 2009).  Critical habitat has 

not been designated for Mead’s milkweed.   

5.9 Indiana Bat 

This project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat.  Indiana bats’ 

hibernacula are not present within the Corridor.  In 2012 and 2013, extensive surveys for 
the Indiana bat were conducted in suitable habitat identified where suitable roost trees 

are located, which includes wooded riparian areas within and adjacent to the Corridor.  

Mist netting for the Indiana bat was conducted at selected locations within the Corridor 
in Illinois by the INHS and in Indiana by Cardno JFNew (2013).  Acoustic surveys were 

used to supplement mist netting sites in Indiana by detecting bats that were in areas that 

could not be netted (i.e., woodlot edges, woodlot openings, or open water bodies).  No 
Indiana bats were caught or identified during the mist netting and acoustic surveys.  The 

location of each mist net site and acoustic site are depicted on Figure 6 in Appendix A. 

In 2008 the USFWS indicated that the Indiana bat was not likely present in northeastern 
Illinois.  In a letter dated October 23, 2012, the USFWS stated that existing data indicates 

that the Indiana bat is not likely present in Northeastern Illinois, or if present, occurs in 

very low numbers (USFWS 2012c).  Both letters are included in Appendix M for 
reference.  

There are no known records of the Indiana bat in Will County.  Designated critical 

habitat exists approximately 44 miles to the west in LaSalle County, Illinois.  This 
population will not be impacted as a result of the project.  Indiana bats were captured in 

Sumava Resorts, Indiana, approximately 10 miles south of the Corridor during mist net 

surveys in 2003; however, it is not known if the bats utilizing this summer habitat 
hibernate in LaSalle County, Illinois, in southern Indiana, or elsewhere (USFWS 2013l). 

Suitable habitat for this species has been identified within the Corridor.  The INHS 

identified Site E, located east of the Kankakee River and south of the Corridor, as 
suitable Indiana bat habitat (INHS 2013h).  Cardno JFNew identified suitable habitat for 

the Indiana bat within the Corridor in Indiana (Cardno JFNew 2013).  Figure 6 in 

Appendix A depicts Indiana bat habitat within the Corridor. 

Suitable habitat is also present adjacent to the Corridor at the sites of the 2013 mist net 

surveys conducted for the Indiana bat in Illinois (USFWS 2013i).  A northern long-eared 

bat habitat assessment was conducted for the Illiana in December of 2013 and January 
of 2014 (Appendix Q).  Because habitat for the northern long-eared bat is similar to 

habitat for the Indiana bat, it is assumed that a portion of the northern long-eared bat 

habitat identified within the Corridor would provide habitat for the Indiana bat.   
Habitat for the northern long-eared bat as well as potential roost trees identified within 
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the footprint of each alternative are depicted on Figures 3-1 and 3-2 located in 

Appendix Q (Cardno JFNew 2014).   

The project will remove potential roost trees within suitable habitat for the Indiana bat.  

To avoid direct impacts to the two bat species (Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat), 

tree clearing restrictions are proposed that would only allow for tree clearing between 
October 15 and March 31 when bats are in their winter hibernacula.  While the USFWS 

recognizes the start date of tree clearing as October 1, IDOT and INDOT are committed 

to the more restrictive date of October 15 as the start date as this later date recognizes 
the timeframe necessary to protect migratory birds.  Additionally, direct impacts to 

hibernating habitat will not occur as hibernacula are not located near the Corridor.   

It is anticipated approximately 1,000 potential roost trees would be impacted by the 
project.  To mitigate potential impacts to habitat for Indiana bat, a replacement ratio of 

1:1 would be utilized, to replace the loss of roost trees.  Tree planting would be utilized 

to create suitable habitat for this species located near the project and adjacent to existing 
summer habitat and flight corridors.  The number of potential roost trees to be removed 

for the project will also be minimized as much as possible as the project progresses.   

5.10 Karner Blue Butterfly 

This project will have no effect on the Karner blue butterfly as suitable habitat for this 

species is not present within the Corridor.  In addition, the wild blue lupine is the only 

food plant for the Karner caterpillar and it is not present within the Corridor.  Extant 
populations in Indiana are restricted to dune and lake-plain communities associated 

with Lake Michigan.  Critical habitat has not been designated for the Karner blue 

butterfly; however, one recovery unit is located along the Lake Michigan shoreline 
within Lake County, Indiana.  The nearest population of the Karner blue butterfly is 

approximately 18 miles north of the Corridor.  This population will not be impacted as a 

result of the proposed project.   

5.11 Pitcher’s Thistle 

This project will have no effect on the Pitcher’s thistle as suitable habitat for this species is 
not present within the Corridor.  Surveys conducted in 2012 verified that Pitcher’s thistle 

does not occur in proximity to proposed project.  Known populations of Pitcher’s thistle 

are located along the Lake Michigan shoreline, which is approximately 18 miles north of 
the Corridor.  This population will not be impacted as a result of the proposed project.   

5.12 Eryngium Stem Borer Moth 

This project may affect and is likely to adversely affect the Eryngium stem borer moth.  The 
Eryngium stem borer moth and suitable habitat for the moth is present within the 

Corridor.  In Illinois, the INHS conducted surveys for the Eryngium stem borer moth 

where significant stands of the host plant were present based upon prior botanical 
surveys conducted for this project within the project Study Area (INHS 2013b; INHS 
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