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State DNRs will be given the opportunity to participate with the DOTs, as necessary, in the BMP planning for
the project through the CWA Section 401/404 permitting process. To the extent possible, stormwater runoff will
pass through a BMP prior to discharging from the ROW or infiltrating into the ground.

The Sustainability Opportunity Areas Technical Memorandum (included as Appendix F in the Tier Two FEIS)
discusses areas and types in more detail. The BMPs in the Sustainability Opportunity Areas Technical
Memorandum will be evaluated further during the design phase based on site conditions (e.g., soil types,
topography, and adjacent land use). The type of BMP to be implemented may vary based on soil permeability
(clay versus sands and gravels), depth to water table, position in the landscape, proximity to natural resources,
etc. Specific BMP design requirements and locations will be determined during the CWA Section 401/404
permitting process.

991

Pattee, Mitch

Hopefully all these issue will be properly addressed and plans put into effect and changes made before any
final decisions or property purchases take place. I would also like to know if the town of Lowell, County
Commissioners and the Lake County Drainage Board along with the Soil and Water Conservation Office has
been informed about all the changes you plan to make along this proposed toll road as of this date.

Multiple meetings with the Town of Lowell, the Lake County Commission and associated agencies have been
held to discuss the project throughout the Illiana Corridor Study. Ongoing communications and engagement
with Lowell and Lake County have occurred consistently throughout the study process and will continue
through the duration of the project.

992

Pattee, Mitch

In closing, I hope you understand that I am going to be dealing with an upwards of a mile of this proposed toll
road running through my farm which I have been told by your design tetam it will approximately remove
around 60 acres of tillable farm ground from me. With that in mind these issues need to be addressed BEFORE
any property is purchased and not after. These issues need to be dealt with immediately before the final design
team in brought in.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.
Please see the responses to your other detailed comments.

993

Paulis, Mark

The proposed Illiana Corridor Project is vital to the economic, industrial, and ergonomic fluidity of
Chicagoland traffic. The installation of wetland boundaries, creek bed and bank(ings), storm and agrarian run-
off are only a flow of the environmental jobs that can be constructed with Union Labor. Will County is co-
dependent on the Illiana Corridor’s referendum and political backing. The highway will undoubtedly ease
Illinois’s already over-used system of motor transportation. Please submit these brief, but meaningful
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comments in your march 10th Public Hearing. Illinois workers need to be heard!

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

994 Paulis, Scott

This project will help put people to work and also open up work in the future along the roadway when
complete. I support this project.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

995 Pernick, Chris

A lot of these people, if they're getting their houses bought out, they don't know what they need to do. They
don't know if they're paying for closing costs, they don't know if they need a lawyer. The guy in Illinois is
telling everybody you don't need -- you have to pay for your own closing costs. But then I talk to somebody in
Indiana, and they say no, that's not true.

In Illinois, IDOT pays all closing costs for the purchase of your existing property. IDOT also pays for any
incidental one (1) time closing cost (i.e., application fees, transfer fees, etc.) on the purchase of your replacement
dwelling. Any recurring/annual expense (prorated real estate taxes, homeowners insurance, etc.) are paid by
the property owner. In Indiana, eminent domain acquisition is different from a private property sale. For
example, there are no payments for Real Estate agents nor many of the costs associated with private property
transactions. If a property is required for the Illiana, IDOT or INDOT will contact the owner and land
acquisition representatives will coordinate with landowners on a one-on-one basis to determine the actual
acquisition that will occur in accordance with state and federal laws.

Both IDOT and INDOT follow the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act) in evaluating property needed for transportation projects. An appraisal
must be obtained by the State to determine fair market value, and an offer of just compensation must be made
based on the appraised fair market value. Just compensation is the fair market value of the property and
damages (loss of value) to the remainder of the property if only a portion of the property is required. The
property owner is invited to be present at the appraisal, and has the right to point out items that should be
considered in the appraisal. If the acquisition requires relocation, the landowner may be eligible for
reimbursement of reasonable and necessary moving expenses and/or supplemental housing payments. More
information about the Uniform Act policies is available at:
https://www.thwa.dot.gov/realestate/realprop/index.html#comp

996 Pernick, Chris

So, there's a lot of questions that they need to put out to people, that they're not doing. Got a whole list of 'em
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here. Who's paying for the closing costs? Is it the people? Or the appraisers' costs. Are the appraisers including
the loss of future revenues for rental properties? Are the farmers -- are they allowed to plant crops this year? If
they plant crop and it gets taken out, who's paying for that?

In Illinois, IDOT pays all closing costs for the purchase of your existing property. IDOT also pays for any
incidental one (1) time closing cost (i.e., application fees, transfer fees, etc.) on the purchase of your replacement
dwelling. Any recurring/annual expense (prorated real estate taxes, homeowners insurance, etc.) are paid by
the property owner. In Indiana, eminent domain acquisition is different from a private property sale. For
example, there are no payments for Real Estate agents nor many of the costs associated with private property
transactions. If a property is required for the Illiana, IDOT or INDOT will contact the owner and land
acquisition representatives will coordinate with landowners on a one-on-one basis to determine the actual
acquisition that will occur in accordance with state and federal laws.

Under the federal Uniform Relocation Act and Illinois land acquisition policy, the following items apply: In
addition to compensation for the property acquired plus any damages to the remainder of the property not
acquired, homeowners who are relocated are eligible for moving expenses up to a maximum distance of 50
miles from the acquired property. There is also compensation available for re-establishment of a business if a
business is located on the property. In the case of a relocation, IDOT must find a comparable property and
offer to compensate the relocated party the value of that comparable property, even if the cost to acquire it is
higher than the appraised value of the property that the landowner is being relocated from. The relocated
party is free to use their compensation in any manner they choose and is not bound to purchase the comparable
property IDOT finds for them.

997 Pernick, Chris

These guys are gonna lose tens, thousand's, hundreds of thousands of dollars, and nobody's telling 'em
anything. If you're telling 'em anything, it's one-by-one basis. Start putting this stuff out en masse. This is
ridiculous. You guys are making these people angry and fearful. Tell 'em the truth. That's all they're looking
for. Start telling these people what they need to know. Not necessarily what they want to know, but what they
need to know.

In addition to more than 150 meetings in Illinois and Indiana with stakeholder groups and individuals, which
IDOT and INDOT believe are the most personal, direct and effective way to communicate with those affected
by the project, IDOT and INDOT have distributed facts about the Illiana Corridor Project by mass distribution
methods consistently throughout the EIS. Multiple news releases, mass emails, public hearings and letters have
been sent out as part of the study process. Specific handouts related to the land acquisition process in Illinois
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were posted on the project website.

998

Pernick, Chris

That assessment that they came out -- the tax assessor sent that thing out, that was a joke. They were telling
people their land was worth less than a thousand dollars an acre. Purdue University just put out a study. The
minimum you should be paying people for an acre of farmland is $7,000. Who's right here? Start telling people
what they need to know. It's getting ridiculous.

Property tax assessments are determined by the County and are not generated by IDOT or INDOT. Both IDOT
and INDOT follow the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of
1970 (Uniform Act) in evaluating property needed for transportation projects. An appraisal must be obtained
by the State to determine fair market value, and an offer of just compensation must be made based on the
appraised fair market value. Just compensation is the fair market value of the property and damages (loss of
value) to the remainder of the property if only a portion of the property is required. The property owner is
invited to be present at the appraisal, and has the right to point out items that should be considered in the
appraisal. If the acquisition requires relocation, the landowner may be eligible for reimbursement of reasonable
and necessary moving expenses and/or supplemental housing payments. More information about the Uniform
Act policies is available at: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/realestate/realprop/index.html#comp

999

Pernick, Chris

1. Who pays for closing costs?

2. Are appraisers including loss of future revenues (rental incomes)?

3. Do we need to get real estate agents and/or lawyer(s)?

4. Would we need to bring a check to pay for any costs at closing?

5. Do we need to keep paying for our own insurance on the property/house while we are waiting for the check?
6. If we agree on a dollar amount, how much time do we have to remove our belongings?

7. What are you estimating land value at per acre (purdue univ says 7,000 — 10,000 per acre.)?

8. Why were tax assessments sent out?

9. Can farmers plant crops this season?

10. Who pays for 2014 taxes?

1. IDOT pays for all closing costs for property acquired for the Illiana Corridor in Illinois.

2. There is no compensation for lost future rental income; however, in the case of a displacement, homeowners
and renters may be eligible for supplemental payments that will help them lease or buy appropriate
replacement housing.

3. Offers to purchase from IDOT can be transacted by the property owner without the use of a real estate agent
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or attorney; however, the property owner is free to utilize the services of professionals to advise or represent
them in the land acquisition process, at property owner expense.

4. Generally, the property owner does not need to bring a check to pay for closing costs as IDOT estimates
closing costs prior to closing.

5. The current property owners are responsible for their property, including taxes, until payment is made by
IDOT.

6. Property owners have a minimum 30 days to vacate the property after IDOT obtains the title, however, IDOT
may work with property owners on a case-by-case basis to extend this time period.

7. Property offers are based on a recent fair market appraisal in accordance with the federal Uniform Act.

8. IDOT does not send out tax assessments; you will need to contact the County Treasurer for all inquiries
related to tax assessments.

9. There are no restrictions placed on the use of property by IDOT prior to their obtaining title to the land, for
properties proposed for acquisition.

10. The property owner will only be responsible for property taxes for the portion of the tax year that they hold
title or mortgage to their property.

1000 | Pieruccini, Rich

I would love to see project completed and start as soon as possible. Will put many people back to work and
mark are roadways safer.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1001 | Pikus, Greg

Please register my support for the No-Action Alternative in regards to the proposed Illiana Tollway. The Illiana
Tollway is an unnecessary and unwanted pierce of construction. It would be little used, would waste valuable
agricultural land, and would damage the environmental quality of the area. Funds allocated for this
boondoggle would be better spent improving existing roadways. End the propsed Illiana Tollway now!

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
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Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Agricultural (Section 3.3) and Natural
Resources (Section 3.8).

1002 | Pontalle / Damat,
Claudio / Frank

I support the construction of the Illiana Expressway

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1003 | Post, Thomas

I do not think this should be built as a toll road.

Both states have determined that traditional funding alone is inadequate for project implementation.

Therefore, a combination of traditional and innovative funding and financing strategies, including tolling, will
be required. As such, project delivery with only federal, state, and local funding is an unreasonable alternative,
and the use of tolling to finance a portion of the project cost is seen as the only viable method of project
delivery, with the level of toll revenues depending on a number of factors including traffic volumes and tolling
pricing. Therefore, project delivery under an entirely non-tolled scenario was not considered as part of the Tier
Two FEIS. For more information please see Section 2.2.4 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1004 | Post, Thomas

This road should be built on as narrow alignment to reduce loss of farmland. - This road will result in the loss
of farmland.

The Preferred Alternative footprint included in the Tier Two FEIS was developed considering all of the IDOT
and INDOT standards for safety. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts,
including impacts to agricultural lands. In cases where impacts could not be avoided, the study team worked to
minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. Specific
information regarding impacts to agriculture can be referenced in Section 3.3 of the Tier Two FEIS.
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1005

Post, Thomas

C

COMMENT/RESPONSE

This road should be built with no interchanges in Indiana so as to limit the inevitable urban sprawl. -This road
will promote urban sprawl.

R

Part of the Illiana Purpose and Need is to alleviate local system congestion; with no interchanges more traffic
would remain on smaller, lower capacity adjacent roadways and this could not be accomplished. Urban
sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other large
highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and zoning.
The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and cumulative
impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have land use and
zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. According to forecasts for 2040, in Will,
Kankakee, and Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and employment
would increase approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

1006

Pudlo, Frank

@)

The Indiana/Illinois corridor will help the economy, by putting workers back to work and improve
transportation time.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1007

Rayson, Anthony

This whole thing is devoid from reality to how it relates to us. It's an invitation to a beheading.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1008

Rayson, Anthony

Nl B O =

By rubber-stamping this Illiana boondoggle, you've set yourself up to be buried by a blizzard of public opinion
in a political cornfield like the Spilotro brothers.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1009

Rayson, Anthony

IDOT claims it has nothing to do with the Peotone airport. These people are pathological liars. Does the town of
Maywood, a mere ten miles from O'Hare, gain an economic benefit from O'Hare? Does the name Mascoutah
ring a bell?

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS. We
would also like to note the following, the Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of east-west
transportation routes in the Study Area and a demonstrated need for additional transportation capacity. The
Illiana Corridor Study is not connected with the SSA Study. The two projects have independent utility and
serve different purposes. The 2040 No-Action network for the Illiana Corridor includes the inaugural footprint
for the SSA. Travel models developed for the Illiana Corridor Study show that 5% or less of the traffic
generated on the Illiana Corridor is created by the SSA.

Illiana Corridor

DD-475 Tier Two Final Environmental Impact Statement




RESPONSE TO DEIS COMMENTS — INDIVIDUALS

C = Comment R= Response

*All comments listed have been incorporated into the project record.*

# NAME

1010 | Rayson, Anthony

COMMENT/RESPONSE

You're using taxpayer dollars to destroy farms, towns, and rivers.

The impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT, INDOT, and documented in
the Tier Two FEIS. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where
impacts could not be avoided, the study team worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for
areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. Impacts and associated mitigation measures documented in
the Tier Two FEIS include: Social and Economic (Section 3.2), Agricultural (Section 3.3) and Water Resources
and Aquatic Habitats (Section 3.9).

1011 | Rayson, Anthony

If you actually cared about transportation solutions, you'd be pushing the Gary airport, high-speed rail, and
improving existing roads and infrastructure that desperately need it.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
[lliana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

As documented in the Tier One Transportation System Performance Report, rail freight, transit, intercity bus &
rail, non-motorized and air transportation modes do not have the ability to meet the project Purpose and Need
as stand-alone alternatives.

1012 | Rayson, Anthony

My name is Anthony Rayson. I live in Monee. I helped start STAND for fighting the Peotone Airport and also
No Illiana For Us. I'm involved in the fight against Crete Airport, Joliet, now the one in Hobart, so I'm used to
fighting the state on these bad projects where they team up with private entities to try to take over our lives. So,
I'm going to make a few general points. There have been other bad IDOT projects such as the Mascoutah
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Airport that still sits vacant near St. Louis. The Dennis Hastert Tollway, which recently the feds pulled the plug
on that last summer, and it was also in the Stage 2, which is about where this one is now. So, there's change that
can happen that are -- that will decide how this thing goes down other than what IDOT and INDOT try to tell
everybody. So, it hasn't been decided yet. The feds can pull the plug. There's lawsuits pending. Public opinion
will certainly increase against this thing once they learn the particulars of why it's a bad idea, and all IDOT has
is the same mantra that they've always had, so they'll get sick of hearing that, and more and more people will
realize that this is a terrible boondoggle that will effect their own pocketbook.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1013

Rayson, Anthony

The whole project rests on the viability of the Peotone Airport, which to this day has never got an interested
airline. Without airlines, you have no real airport, so in the face of it, it's a ridiculous project for not only is
Peotone a poorly sited airport, too far south from where the actual people live, but the Illiana skirts south of
that.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of east-west transportation routes in the Study Area and a
demonstrated need for additional transportation capacity. The Illiana Corridor Study is not connected with the
SSA Study. The two projects have independent utility and serve different purposes. The 2040 No-Action
network for the Illiana Corridor includes the inaugural footprint for the SSA. Travel models developed for the
lliana Corridor Study show that 5% or less of the traffic generated on the Illiana Corridor is created by the
SSA.

1014

Rayson, Anthony

There are other transportation solutions that are more important, so just don't believe what they have to say.
Do not get discouraged. We're the stewards of this land. It is our responsibility to take care of it. Don't feel
bullied by these people. Things can happen, and it's not going to be stopped without a full effort on our part.
Thanks.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS. We
would also like to note the following, the purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals. As documented in the Tier One
Transportation System Performance Report, rail freight, transit, intercity bus & rail, non-motorized and air
transportation modes do not have the ability to meet the project Purpose and Need as stand-alone alternatives.

1015

Ready, Renee

There's some cars and trucks, it's not that bad on 53, and I'm totally horrified by the idea of polluting all that
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stuff and spoiling it, especially all the animal population in Midewin.

Traffic volumes along IL-53 are projected to increase substantially between 2010 and 2040 on many routes in
the vicinity of IL-53 and the MNTP, without the presence of the Illiana Corridor. As shown in the table below,
IL-53 and New River Road are projected to increase by 13,000 to 15,000 vehicles per day between 2010 and 2040.
Under the Build scenarios documented in the Tier Two FEIS, the Preferred Alternative increases traffic over the
2040 No-Action Alternative by an additional 400 vehicles. For additional discussion on the traffic impacts
through the Midewin area, please refer to Section 4.0 of the Tier Two FEIS. Impacts from the Illiana Corridor
are acknowledged and are documented in the Tier Two FEIS. All impacts incurred as a result of the Illiana
Corridor will be mitigated for in accordance with applicable state and federal regulations. See Section 3.8.1.5
for mitigation measures that will be employed for impacts to upland vegetative communities. See Section
3.8.2.5 for mitigation measures that will be employed for impacts to wildlife. See Section 3.12.4.4 for mitigation
measures that will be utilized for impacts to wetlands. See Section 3.8.1.5 for avoidance and minimization
measures that will be employed for upland vegetative communities. See Section 3.8.2.5 for avoidance and
minimization measures that will be employed for wildlife. See Section 3.12.4.3 for avoidance and minimization
measures that will be employed for wetlands. Also see FEIS Section 4.0 and Appendix T for a complete
explanation of the evaluation of impacts to MNTP as a Section 4 (f) resource. The Illiana Corridor Preferred
Alternative passes south of the MNTP and provides a transportation solution that removes traffic from many of
the existing roads adjacent to MNTP.

1016

Ready, Renee

In the name of God, don't you have any care for anything but your money? What is this? This is terrible.

The Illiana Corridor study process is governed by NEPA, a federal law regulating federally funded projects.
Under the NEPA process, a range of alternatives, including a No-Action Alternative must be evaluated and the
impacts of the alternatives on the environment must be determined. Public comments regarding impacts are an
intrinsic part of this process; however, the final selection represents a balance of addressing transportation
needs, avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts, and incorporating public input, including stakeholder
preference for a specific build alternative or the No-Action Alternative. The selection of a preferred alternative,
including the No-Action Alternative is ultimately decided by mutual agreement of the FHWA, IDOT, and
INDOT based on the data presented in the Tier Two FEIS.

1017

Ready, Renee

The town of Wilmington, is my 5th move to get away from noise, traffic and pollution. Not only will the
proposed new tollroad ruin the whole area, it will also kill Midewin, a unique nature buy many people.

Illiana Corridor

DD-478 Tier Two Final Environmental Impact Statement




RESPONSE TO DEIS COMMENTS — INDIVIDUALS

C = Comment R= Response

*All comments listed have been incorporated into the project record.*

# NAME

R

COMMENT/RESPONSE

The impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT, INDOT, and documented in
the Tier Two FEIS. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where
impacts could not be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide
mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated
mitigation measures are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Social and Economic
(Section 3.2), Air Quality (Section 3.5), and Noise (Section 3.6). Impacts to and mitigation at Midewin are
identified throughout Section 3.0, particularly in Section 3.8 Natural Resources and in Appendix T, Midewin
National Tallgrass Prairie.

1018 | Ready, Renee

Tollroads are not that popular these days. There are alternative 20 free pf charge. The new proposed road will
not justify the cost of buildings Why pay toll when other role roads are free.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 Proposed Multi-Modal Transportation Improvement Program is expected to be over $8.6
billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both
Illinois and Indiana state highway programs go to maintaining the existing roads and bridges. The planning
agencies for northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to include the
Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding and loans
as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both states have also passed
legislation allowing the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of constructing
and operating the proposed facility. Under a tolled scenario, approximately 20,000 vehicles per day are
projected to use the facility according to Section 2.3.5 of the Tier Two FEIS. As stated in Section 1.0, there is a
lack of east-west multi-lane routes in the Study Area and increasing demand for east-west travel by the year
2040, making the Illiana Corridor an attractive option for travel.

1019 | Remesnik, Paula

I am totally and completely against this highway. It will ruin my property. It will ruin the peace and quite of
our farming community. It will ruin our water. One word "AGAINST"!!!

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Air Quality (3.5), Noise (Section 3.6), and
Groundwater Resources (Section 3.10).

1020 | Renwick, Rita

I've been a volunteer at Midewin for 16 years and have stood out in the dark wetland there listening for mating
calls of frogs and toads to monitor the health of their populations. At the north end closer to the intermodals
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and I-55, light and noise become a big factor in taking accurate readings. Construction of the Illiana at the south
of the Midewin will increase disruption of natural processes throughout the prairie.

For the Illiana Corridor project, lighting will be limited to interchanges for roadway safety. In places where
lighting is required near Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie and Grant Creek Prairie Nature Preserve, and
other areas where the Corridor is located close to sensitive environmental resources, directional lighting will be
used by IDOT. Directional lightning will minimize stray lighting from the roadway. See Section 3.8.1.5 for
avoidance and minimization measures that will be employed for upland vegetative communities. See Section
3.8.2.5 for avoidance and minimization measures that will be employed for wildlife. The MNTP Land and
Resource Management Plan does not list natural quiet or solitude as a management goal. In addition, the
current and planned developments in the vicinity of MNTP already contribute noticeable noise to the property.
The noise analysis included in Appendix M of the Tier Two FEIS included two sites within MNTP (Sites 48 and
49). The existing noise levels at these sites were 60 dB(A) and 62 dB(A) respectively, due to existing traffic on
New River Road and IL-53. The noise increase caused by the Illiana Corridor will be 4 dB(A) to Site 48 and 1
dB(A) to Site 49. For reference, a 3 dB(A) increase in noise is barely perceptible to the human ear, while a 5
dB(A) increase is readily perceptible.

Per 23 CFR 772, activity Category A includes lands on which serenity and quiet are of extraordinary
significance and serve an important public need and where the preservation of those qualities is essential if the
area is to continue to serve its intended purpose. Some examples of lands that have been designated as Activity
Category A receivers include the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, a monastery, an outdoor prayer area of a
facility for nuns, and an amphitheater. FHWA does not consider MNTP to be a Category A receptor and
instead it was analyzed as a Category C receptor. Examples of activity Category C land uses include parks,
picnic areas, campgrounds, and trails, cemeteries, schools, and places of worship.

1021

Renwick, Rita

Property values decrease if your home is next to a busy highway with noise, lights and reduced air quality.

Several factors affect the determination of land values including zoning, land use planning, usage, desirability
and economic conditions. In some locations it has been shown that the potential adverse effects to properties in
close proximity to regional highways may be offset by convenient access to such facility as well as the potential
for economic growth.

1022

Renwick, Rita

For humans visiting the prairie and wildlife living there, the quality of life will decline if the tollway is built.
The nearby ecologically sensitive sand prairies and Kankakee River watershed will be negatively impacted.
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Impacts from the Illiana Corridor are acknowledged and are documented in the Tier Two FEIS and ROD. All
impacts incurred as a result of the Illiana Corridor will be mitigated for in accordance with applicable state and
federal regulations. See Section 3.8.1.5 for mitigation measures that will be employed for impacts to upland
vegetative communities. See Section 3.12.4.4 for mitigation measures that will be utilized for impacts to
wetlands. See Section 3.8.1.5 for avoidance and minimization measures that will be employed for upland
vegetative communities. See Section 3.8.2.5 for avoidance and minimization measures that will be employed
for wildlife. See Section 3.12.4.3 for avoidance and minimization measures that will be employed for wetlands.

Design intent is to drain stormwater runoff from bridge decks/roadways to ditches or detention ponds via sheet
flow or a closed drainage system, prior to discharge to receiving waters. This includes stormwater runoff from
the proposed crossing structure at high quality aquatic resources, such as the Kankakee River. The State DOTs
are committed to incorporating BMPs into the project design to minimize impacts to receiving waters.

1023 | Renwick, Rita

Problems dealing with truck traffic need to be addressed, but studies have shown that the Illiana is not the
solution to moving trucks more efficiently in our region. Truckers will use the cheapest and quickest way to
their destination, and that won't be the Illiana.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals. The Illiana Corridor will increase
safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road system and onto a limited access
facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles of travel on arterial roads in the
study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety and reduce congestion in the
local communities. Both passenger and commercial vehicles through this area are currently using lower
functional classification roadways and local roads to travel through the area. Based on lower classifications of
the current travel routes, there are travel time savings by using the Illiana Corridor. Based on the time value of
money, this travel time savings encourages both passenger and commercial vehicles to use routes - even if
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tolled - that overall improve travel times.

1024 | Renwick, Rita

The point of my statement is that even though regional planners are opposed to it, that studies have shown that
this road won't successfully move truck traffic away from congested areas, that it will be irreversibly
environmentally damaging to the National Tall Grass Prairie and the magnificent natural resource, the
Kankakee River, that funding may eventually end up in taxpayers' laps, and that it will destroy and disrupt
valuable farm land, its construction is still being considered. Certainly the same old mantra of build a road to
create jobs has been overused and should be a thing of the past. Taxpayers see right through the political
gamesmanship of that tactic.

The Illiana Corridor is included as a fiscally-constrained project in CMAP’s GO TO 2040 Plan and NIRPC's 2040
Comprehensive Regional Plan. The Illiana Corridor is expected to result in extensive congestion relief in the
study area. This includes an annual reduction of 46 million truck miles of travel on study area arterial roads in
2040 and over 4 million vehicle hours of travel time saved on arterial roads in the study area in 2040.The
impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT, INDOT, and documented in the
Tier Two FEIS and ROD. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases
where impacts could not be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide
mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated
mitigation measures are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Agricultural (Section
3.3), Natural Resources (Section 3.8), Water Resources and Aquatic Habitats (Section 3.9), and Special Lands
(Section 3.14).

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

1025 | Renwick, Rita

Let's create jobs by finding more resourceful and successful ways to solve traffic problems and to repair and
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improve existing infrastructure. I implore you to have the courage and common sense to stop this unsound and
unwanted project.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

1026 | Rigdon, Michael

The Illiana Tollway will cause serious and everlasting negative impacts on our wildlife, land resources, and
waterways. The draft Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement that was just released demonstrates that the
preferred alternative corridor would lead to relocation of families and business, destruction of habitat, and
pollution of our environment. Of the limited alternatives IDOT and INDOT present, the No-Build Alternative is
the only option to prevent this destruction, protect our natural resources, and save the states from a financial
boondoggle.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Social and Economic (Section 3.2), Natural
Resources (Section 3.8), and Water Resources and Aquatic Habitats (Section 3.9). The Preferred Alternative
represents a balance of addressing transportation needs, avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts, and
incorporating public input.

1027 | Rigdon, Michael

-Relocating families, farms, and businesses for a road that has not been shown to provide any significant
economic or mobility benefits is unacceptable.
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The relocation of families, farms, and businesses is a recognized impact. Through the Tier One corridor
selection process, the number of relocations was evaluated. One of the main considerations in selecting
Corridor B3 over the northern corridors evaluated in the Tier One FEIS was the lower number of families,
farms, and businesses that would need to be relocated in Corridor B3 when compared to the northern
alternatives. However, the Tier Two Preferred Alternative will still require the relocation of some families,
farms and businesses. The economic and mobility benefits are presented in the Tier Two FEIS in Section 2.3,
Development and Evaluation of Build Alternatives; and Section 3.2.4, Economic Impacts.

1028 | Rigdon, Michael

-The Illiana would pollute high-quality rivers and creeks and pave over wetlands, encroaching on protected
areas such as the Kankakee River Watershed and the Des Plaines Conservation Area, altering over 26,000 feet of
waterways in Illinois and Indiana.

All required permits and approvals will be obtained prior to impacting wetlands or other waters of the US
(including in-stream work). At the federal level, these permits include: Section 404 of the CWA and Section 10
of the River and Harbors Act. At the state level, the permits/approvals may include: Section 401 of the CWA
(water quality certification) and Antidegradation Review, NPDES, state floodplain/floodway construction
permits, the Indiana Lowering of Ten Acre Lakes Act, Illinois IWPA, and Indiana Isolated Wetland Permit. As
required by federal and state rules and regulations, mitigation will be provided to compensate for unavoidable
impacts to wetlands/water resources and to minimize affects to the environment.

The State DOTs will implement a number of BMPs throughout the Illiana Corridor to minimize and mitigate
potential impacts to aquatic resources and the natural environment. The USACE, USFWS, USEPA, IEPA,
IDEM, and the State DNRs will be given the opportunity to participate with the DOTs, as necessary, in the BMP
planning for the project through the CWA Section 401/404 permitting process. The proposed improvements
would be designed so that post-construction stormwater runoff quality would be treated and runoff quantity
would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention, or other stormwater practice before discharge to
surface waters. With the implementation of BMPs, indirect impacts to off-site wetlands/water resources
(including water quality), as a result of the proposed improvements are anticipated to be minimal.

Section 3.8, Section 4, and Appendix R of the Tier Two FEIS detail impacts to the DPSFWA. Currently, the
portion of the DPSFWA adjacent to the Illiana project is predominantly agricultural land, interspersed with tree
lines, and a pheasant farm. Agricultural lands provide minimal habitat opportunities for wildlife, but can
provide seasonal cover and forage. Higher quality wildlife habitat within the DPSFWA is located adjacent to I-

Illiana Corridor

DD-484 Tier Two Final Environmental Impact Statement




RESPONSE TO DEIS COMMENTS — INDIVIDUALS

C = Comment R= Response

*All comments listed have been incorporated into the project record.*

# NAME

COMMENT/RESPONSE

55, which has 2040 ADTs nearly double that of the proposed Illiana. Therefore, I-55 is anticipated to be the
overriding factor potentially affecting wildlife within the higher quality habitat of the DPSFWA.

As discussed above, appropriate permits and approvals will be obtained prior to any proposed impacts to the
Kankakee River and its tributaries. However, at the Illiana Corridor, the Kankakee River Watershed itself is not
afforded legal protection similar to Section 4(f) lands.

1029 | Rigdon, Michael

The Illiana would harm the capacity of the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie to serve as wildlife habitat, but
planners have failed even to propose actions to mitigate this permanent loss.

Mitigation for impacts to wildlife within MNTP is presented in Section 3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS. On April 4,
2014, April 23, 2014, and June 18, 2014 coordination meetings were held among IDOT, INDOT, FHWA, the
MNTP, USFWS, USACE, and USEPA to discuss potential mitigation measures for potential indirect traffic noise
effects to grassland birds at MNTP. Through this process, the MNTP has presented mitigation options that they
would like IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA to consider for the project. After considering the agencies’ input, IDOT,
INDOT, and FHWA have developed a mitigation package for impacts to grassland bird habitat in MNTP. The
mitigation commitments for grassland bird habitat in MNTP are included in Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS.
This mitigation package includes a commitment to provide $2.5 million in funding for grassland bird habitat
acquisition and/or restoration in the vicinity of the Illiana Corridor project.

1030 | Rigdon, Michael

The proposed alternative would directly impact federally threatened and endangered species, including the
sheepnose mussel and northern long-eared bat, in addition to any noise or traffic impacts that would harm
habitats and aviation paths.

Currently the northern long-eared bat is proposed for listing as an endangered species. As presented in Section
3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS, formal consultation with the USFWS had been initiated for impacts to federally
threatened and endangered species (including the sheepnose mussel and northern long-eared bat) potentially
impacted by the proposed Illiana. A Biological Assessment has been completed for the proposed Illiana
Corridor and submitted to the USFWS; the USFWS accepted the BA on May 14, 2014, which initiated formal
consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. The BA is included in Appendix N to the Tier
Two FEIS. Section 3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS summarizes the Biological Assessment, including the proposed
mitigation for impacts to federally threatened and endangered species. IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have been
in direct communication with the USFWS and have proceeded with sensitivity regarding minimizing impacts
to threatened and endangered species, as well as their habitat within the project footprint and in proximity of
the proposed Illiana Corridor.
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Through continued discussions with the USFWS, every effort will be made to minimize impacts to threatened
and endangered species and their habitat occurring within, or in close proximity to, the proposed Illiana
Corridor. Best management practices have been developed for the operational phase of the project to protect
area waters including the Kankakee River and its tributaries as well as sensitive habitat and listed species that
have been identified within or adjacent to the Illiana Corridor. During construction, strict adherence to the soil
erosion and sediment control plans will be required and the measures identified in the Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan will be installed as designed in the plan.

1031 | Rigdon, Michael

The proposed bridge over the Kankakee River would irrevocably subject this biologically critical waterway to
pollutants.

The proposed improvements would be designed so that post-construction stormwater runoff quality would be
treated and runoff quantity would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention, or other stormwater
practice (including velocity dissipation at outfalls to minimize erosion) before discharge to surface waters.
Design intent is to drain stormwater runoff from bridge decks/roadways to ditches or detention ponds via sheet
flow or a closed drainage system, prior to discharge to receiving waters. This includes stormwater runoff from
the proposed crossing structure at high quality aquatic resources, such as the Kankakee River. The State DOTs
are committed to incorporating BMPs into the project design to minimize impacts to receiving waters. The
commitment to implement BMPs for impacts to water quality is included in Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS,
Mitigation Commitment Summary. Specific BMP design requirements and locations will be determined during
the CWA Section 401/404 permitting process.

1032 | Rigdon, Michael

The proposed alternative would require filling acres of floodplain, increasing the risk of flooding and water
contamination in those areas.

Hydrologic and hydraulic design studies were completed to properly size proposed drainage structures to
provide acceptable freeboard and clearance for proposed roadway improvements and to limit floodway and
floodplain impacts in accordance with Illinois DNR-OWR rules for construction in floodways and the IDOT
Drainage Manual in Illinois, and Indiana DNR rules for construction in floodways and the INDOT Design
Manual in Indiana. In Illinois, where fill within the floodplain is unavoidable, guidance from county
ordinances was considered in determining floodplain compensatory storage volume because the county
ordinances are more restrictive than IDOT requirements. Compensatory storage volume mitigation areas will
be excavated, hydraulically-connected volumes of storage created to offset the loss of existing flood storage. In
Indiana, all proposed waterway crossings are designed to meet the Indiana Flood Control Act requirements of
no greater than 0.14 foot surcharge.
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The State DOTs will implement a number of BMPs throughout the Illiana Corridor to minimize and mitigate
potential impacts to aquatic resources and the natural environment. The commitment to implement BMPs for
impacts to water quality is included in Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS, Mitigation Commitment Summary.
The USACE, USFWS, USEPA, IEPA, IDEM, and the State DNRs will be given the opportunity to participate
with the DOTs, as necessary, in the BMP planning for the project through the CWA Section 401/404 permitting
process. The proposed improvements would be designed so that post-construction stormwater runoff quality
would be treated and runoff quantity would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention, or other
stormwater practice before discharge to surface waters. With the implementation of BMPs, indirect impacts to
off-site wetlands/water resources (including water quality), as a result of the proposed improvements are
anticipated to be minimal.

1033 | Rigdon, Michael C | The Tier 2 DEIS continues to rely on faulty assumptions to make projections regarding need and congestion
relief. Several studies have highlighted the flaws of the project and shown that congestion relief and population
growth have been hugely overstated by IDOT and INDOT. The Illiana will have no significant benefit for the
regional economy and instead would foster unsustainable development. The project would shift jobs away
from areas that truly need it and provide few long-term jobs.

R | The Illiana Corridor Study prepared market-based socio-economic forecasts, consistent with methodology to
satisfy requirements of NEPA, and approved by CMAP and NIRPC. NEPA requires a rigorous, project level
analysis that provides a detailed measurement of the direct, indirect and cumulative effects of the project. A
market based forecast is also critical for preparing investment grade traffic and revenue studies. The market-
based socio-economic forecasts are described in Appendix B of the Tier Two FEIS. These market-based socio-
economic forecasts are used as input to the travel demand forecasting model. The travel demand forecasting
model is a state-of-the-practice model developed specifically for this project based on both regional and
national travel models. The travel demand forecasting model is documented in Appendix G of the Tier Two
FEIS.

The Illiana Corridor will provide a number of benefits on both a local and regional level. It will help stimulate
the economy by creating over 13,000 short-term construction related jobs and thousands of long-term jobs
amounting to $1.2 billion in wages over a 30-year period and will increase tax revenues by $70 million in the
short-term and $340 million in the long-term, as well as boost the long-term economic output by $3.7 billion.
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The Illiana fails to address the region's transportation needs. Analysis shows that it will not solve the freight
congestion problems and will only serve a small percentage of existing traffic.

R

In the Illiana Corridor Tier One FEIS, Table 2-11 shows the travel performance for the selected corridor B3
addresses the Purpose and Need for the project. In this table, the South Sub-Region, which is the area south of
Lake Michigan that includes the I-80 and US 30 corridors, showed a reduction of between 7,400 and 17,900 east-
west vehicle hours of travel per day in 2040, depending on the level of toll diversion assumed. When these
daily vehicle hours of travel time savings are annualized, it is estimated that between 2.6 million and 6.2 million
vehicle hours per year will be saved. Assuming a value of time $24 per hour, this results in $62 million to
nearly $150 million in annual travel time savings, which is equivalent to several billion dollars of time savings
over the life span of the project. It should also be noted that the specific toll rates for the Illiana Corridor will be
set by the two States. As shown in Appendix C Toll Sensitivity Analysis, there is a wide range of traffic that
could result in 2040, depending on the toll rates assumed. This would be equally true in 2018. The Tier One
FEIS and Tier Two FEIS have demonstrated how the project meets the Purpose and Need, which includes
“Improve Regional Mobility” and "Provide for Efficient Movement of Freight." Please also refer to Responses #
343, and 356 - 360 for additional information regarding the project Purpose and Need and benefits.

1035 | Rigdon, Michael

With uncertain toll revenues, and up to $680 million needed in state funding upfront, financing for the Illiana
Expressway is uncertain and would put other regional projects at risk.

There is a demonstrated need for the Illiana Corridor project, based on the facts outlined in Section 1.0 of the
Tier Two FEIS. The Metropolitan Planning Organizations for northeast Illinois and northwestern Indiana have
prioritized the Illiana Corridor in their 2040 regional transportation plans along with other projects as
financially constrained projects. Please also refer to Responses # 346-354 (explaining the basis for FHWA’s
conclusion that the fiscal constraint (funding availability) requirements have been met).

1036 | Rigdon, Michael

The Illiana is a waste of taxpayer dollars, taking funds away from improving existing infrastructure and
threatening environmental resources and the way of life for many. Of the limited alternatives presented in the
Tier 2 DEIS, a No-Build Alternative is the only reasonable choice.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
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in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
[lliana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.

The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Social and Economic (Section 3.2),
Agriculture (Section 3.3) and Natural Resources (Section 3.8).

1037 | Ritchey, Jill C | We do not want the Illiana Toll If this is such a needed road — it should be a freeway.

Both states have determined that traditional funding alone is inadequate for project implementation.

Therefore, a combination of traditional and innovative funding and financing strategies, including tolling, will
be required. As such, project delivery with only federal, state, and local funding is an unreasonable alternative,
and the use of tolling to finance a portion of the project cost is seen as the only viable method of project
delivery, with the level of toll revenues depending on a number of factors including traffic volumes and tolling
pricing. Therefore, project delivery under an entirely non-tolled scenario was not considered as part of the Tier
Two FEIS. For more information please see Section 2.2.4 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1038 | Ritchey, Jill C | Please leave Lowell the peaceful farm town that it is. Let us live in peace.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1039 | Ritchey, Jill C | Your website comment area does not work when submit it says “error”. Your phone reps. Do not return phone
calls and have no answers when I did talk to her — “Dottie hancock”.

R | Upon receipt of this comment, IDOT and INDOT verified that the "Comment Form" link included on the
project website was working correctly. Multiple ways to comment have been provided to ensure there is a
method of comment available to landowners and other members of the public. Other ways to comment include
sending a letter to the address provided on the website, attending public hearings, and calling the toll-free
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Landowner Relations Line.

1040

Roberts, Brenda

I'have been fighting for an interchange on Morse Street. Not just an overpass, but a real exit/entrance, because I
feel that the -- that Morse Street is historically, and even now, a very important road connecting Cedar Lake
and Lowell.

As indicated in previous correspondence with the commenter dated September 26, 2013, because Morse Street
terminates to the south in Lowell at SR 2 and to the north in Cedar Lake at 133rd Avenue, an interchange with
Illiana would be a local exit and not provide service on a regional level. The interchange at US 41 would serve
both the local communities and the region. Access at Morse would result in increased impacts to the
surrounding area. Depending on the configuration, an interchange at Morse Street could impact the residences
on the east side of the street, the Tributary to McConnell Ditch, the Cedar Lake water treatment facility,
Thornmeadow subdivision, and the CSX railroad tracks. Although Morse Street has not been identified for an
interchange at this time, it may be considered in the future as traffic, growth and land usage needs change.

1041

Roberts, Brenda

And, Cedar Lake is being developed into a very big resort area, Whiteco has been doing a lot of development in
that area. And I just feel that it needs to be accessed better, this ar- -- that area. And, therefore, I've been for an
interchange on Morse Street, also, to bring in people from outside into the area who want to --

As indicated in previous correspondence with the commenter dated September 26, 2013, because Morse Street
terminates to the south in Lowell at SR 2 and to the north in Cedar Lake at 133rd Avenue, an interchange with
Illiana would be a local exit and not provide service on a regional level. The interchange at US 41 would serve
both the local communities and the region. Access at Morse would result in increased impacts to the
surrounding area. Depending on the configuration, an interchange at Morse Street could impact the residences
on the east side of the street, the Tributary to McConnell Ditch, the Cedar Lake water treatment facility,
Thornmeadow subdivision, and the CSX railroad tracks. Although Morse Street has not been identified for an
interchange at this time, it may be considered in the future as traffic, growth and land usage needs change.

1042

Roberts, Brenda

And we need an access that will bring people from out of town into our area, and benefit both communities.
Because I really -- I really believe that it's an important access road into our area.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1043

Robinson, Alan

I can find no salient transportation purpose to this highway given current and reasonably projected travel
patterns. However, there are substantial environmental, social, economic and budgetary costs to the proposed
highway. The projections for increased travel in the corridor (Ch 1) are relying on steep increases in vehicle
miles travelled through 2040. Given recent reductions regionally and nationally in VMT, these projections are
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unfounded.

R | The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
llliana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals. The Illiana Corridor will increase
safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road system and onto a limited access
facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles of travel on arterial roads in the
study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety and reduce congestion in the
local communities.

1044 | Robinson, Alan C | Even if true, the need for the highway will not materialize for at least another decade, by which time a more
critical evaluation of the need and purpose may be made.

R | The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of east-west transportation routes in the study area and a
demonstrated need for additional transportation capacity. With increasing traffic volumes and travel demands,
existing north-south routes facilitate higher volumes of traffic seeking east-west alternatives, resulting in
increased congestion. Section 1.0 of the Tier Two FEIS demonstrates a need for the Illiana Corridor.

1045 | Robinson, Alan C | With regards to the alleviation of existing congestion on I-80, CMAP has studied the problem and found it both
manageable, alleviable with lane additions, and of far less concern than other transportation priorities in the
region, most especially transit expansion.

R | Over the past several years, IDOT and INDOT have spent over $500 million for improvement to I-80 from US
30 to I-65 in Indiana. This included the IDOT widening of I-80 from US 30 to US 45, the resurfacing of I-80 from
80th to I-294 and the INDOT widening of the I-80/94 Borman Expressway from the State Line to I-65, as well as
the improvements to the I-80/94 interchange with I-65. 1-80 from US 30 to I-65 is therefore assumed to be at full
build out and unable to be further expanded. IDOT is also currently conducting a Phase 1 Study of the
widening of I-80 from US 30 to Ridge Road, which was assumed as part of the No-Action Alternative, as
described in Section 2.2.1 of the Tier Two FEIS. IDOT also recently programmed (inclusion in CMAP
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Transportation Improvement Program, TIP 09-12-0036) over $60 million for a series of I-80 bridge replacements
to address the most deficient bridges in this corridor. We expect these corridor improvements to continue to be
implemented in multiple stages over the next 30 years to address the already deteriorating infrastructure
conditions. The Tier One FEIS and Tier Two FEIS both assumed the improved I-80 facility to be in place by
2040 while determining the project's purpose and need, evaluating and carrying forward the alternatives that
meet this purpose and need, and the selection of a preferred alternative in the Tier Two FEIS. The Illiana
Corridor will provide a number of benefits on both a local and regional level. It will help stimulate the
economy by creating over 13,000 short-term construction related jobs and thousands of long-term jobs
amounting to $1.2 billion in wages over a 30-year period and will increase tax revenues by $70 million in the
short-term and $340 million in the long-term, as well as boost the long-term economic output by $3.7 billion.
The Illiana Corridor will increase safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road
system and onto a limited access facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles
of travel on arterial roads in the study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety
and reduce congestion in the local communities.

1046 | Robinson, Alan

This project is undertaking an immense financial risk as its finances depend on the rosy projections of traffic
growth it makes. It will impact the financial ability to solve other critical transportation projects in the region
for decades to come.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $9.5 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both Illinois and Indiana state highway programs
go to maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In Section 2.0 of the Tier Two DEIS, a non-tolled option for
the Illiana Corridor was dismissed from consideration. Thus, it is anticipated that the Illiana Corridor will be
tolled. As stated in Section 2.0 of the Tier Two FEIS, initial traffic projections indicate that 5,400 to 8,200 trucks
per day are projected to use the Illiana Corridor by the year 2040 as a tolled facility. These projections include
the consideration of "diversion" of some traffic that will avoid a tolled facility. The Toll Sensitivity Analysis
(Appendix C of the Tier Two FEIS) stated that the Illiana Corridor could be anticipated to draw between 13,000
and 46,000 vehicles per day by 2040, depending on the toll rate or if tolls are not applied. Even at the highest
toll rates considered, the Illiana Corridor still retains 28% of the projected traffic as compared to a non-tolled
facility. The planning agencies for northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have
elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of
federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both

Illiana Corridor

DD-492 Tier Two Final Environmental Impact Statement




RESPONSE TO DEIS COMMENTS — INDIVIDUALS

C = Comment R= Response

*All comments listed have been incorporated into the project record.*

# NAME

COMMENT/RESPONSE

states have also passed legislation allowing the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the
states of constructing and operating the proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing
options for the Illiana and have not committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states
will be further evaluated after the Tier Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the
project, refer to Section 2.2.4 of the FEIS.

1047 | Robinson, Alan

This project is a boondogle in the making for which the EIS does not reflect the actual costs or benefits. It's
findings need to be rejected.

Impacts from the Illiana Corridor are acknowledged and are documented in the Tier Two FEIS. The Illiana
Corridor Tier One and Tier Two EISs were prepared in accordance with all applicable federal guidance
including the recent MAP-21 federal transportation legislation. In addition, the Illiana Corridor study has
extensively coordinated with state and federal resource agencies during the development of the EIS in both Tier
One and Tier Two through the NEPA-404 Merger Team process, and has been responsive in addressing
questions and comments generated by that process. Estimated project costs are documented in Section 2.4.2 of
the Tier Two FEIS and their development is discussed in Appendix H, Cost Estimating Procedure for Roadway
System.

The Illiana Corridor will provide a number of benefits on both a local and regional level. It will help stimulate
the economy by creating over 13,000 short-term construction related jobs and thousands of long-term jobs
amounting to $1.2 billion in wages over a 30-year period and will increase tax revenues by $70 million in the
short-term and $340 million in the long-term, as well as boost the long-term economic output by $3.7 billion.
The Illiana Corridor will increase safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road
system and onto a limited access facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles
of travel on arterial roads in the study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety
and reduce congestion in the local communities.

1048 | Rodawold, Louis

I live in Florence Township, and I don't think much of this road coming through here. I've been a farmer all my
life, worked hard and then somebody comes along and takes it illegally just because they want a new road.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS. We
would also like to note the following, the right of eminent domain is granted in Article 1, Section 15 of the
Constitution of the State of Illinois. Both IDOT and INDOT follow the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act) in evaluating property needed for
transportation projects. An appraisal must be obtained by the State to determine fair market value, and an offer
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of just compensation must be made based on the appraised fair market value. Just compensation is the fair
market value of the property and damages (loss of value) to the remainder of the property if only a portion of
the property is required. The property owner is invited to be present at the appraisal, and has the right to point
out items that should be considered in the appraisal. If the acquisition requires relocation, the landowner may
be eligible for reimbursement of reasonable and necessary moving expenses and/or supplemental housing
payments. More information about the Uniform Act policies is available at:
https://www.thwa.dot.gov/realestate/realprop/index.html#comp

1049 | Rodawold, Louis

That's the Peotone Road, the new Illiana they're putting in and Arsenal Road cutting through our farm.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1050 | Rodawold, Marie

Request full map set of Riley Road

Maps of the alternatives at Riley Road were sent to the commenter via mail on March 5, 2014.

1051 | Rodawold, Marie

* Fix old roads. Forget new roads.

Al O R O RO

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

1052 | Rodawold, Marie

Steve, we do not approve of your coming south of the three-phase pole, you should go north of it because the
three-phase goes to our shed and back to our bins because of the large machines. Since you are taking the
whole field west of us put the cul-de-sac there; you have loads of room.
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A study of the realignment was performed to determine the appropriate path. Utility relocation is being
determined, but power will be maintained for your property.

1053

Rodawold, Marie T.

C

We do now want the creek moved from out fields south of our buildings as it drains our fields. The road is
going through the field north of our buildings. The electric pole north of house is our 3-phase to the shop (for
the laths? And other machines) plus ear for the grain bin. Actually the creek is a natural waterway. Put the turn
a round west field, as you are using all of it. Makes more sense. Otherwise use Chicago Rd. for interchange.
Fields south of it have no houses.

The property in question is located in the southeast quadrant of existing Riley Road and the Illiana Corridor.
The creek realignment as shown in the Tier Two FEIS Section 5.0 Preferred Alternative Mapbook is west of
Riley Road and will not affect the fields south of your buildings. A study of the realignment was performed to
determine the appropriate path. Utility relocation is being determined, but power will be maintained for your

property.

1054

Roesler, Julia

I support the NO-BUILD option for the Illiana. The Illiana should never be built.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1055

Roesler, Julia

We need to concentrate our development into areas that have already been developed and quit sprawling into
other areas. This highway IS sprawl and will cause more sprawl.

Urban sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other
large highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and
zoning. The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and
cumulative impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have
land use and zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. According to forecasts for
2040, in Will, Kankakee, and Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and
employment would increase approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

1056

Roesler, Julia

The problem of losing natural and agricultural land should be enough to stop this project. The project would
have a negative effect on the Kankakee River valley. It is a fantasy that the loss of mature trees or prairie
remnants can be simply replaced by mitigation. How do you replace high quality farm land? Do you commit to
going into blighted and abandoned areas and try to turn that into quality land?

There is no practical process by which agricultural land that is unavoidably impacted can be replaced
elsewhere. The Illiana Corridor study has strived to avoid and minimize agricultural impacts to the extent
practical, and to reduce farm severances and leave sufficient access points open for the continuity of
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agricultural operations. Impacts to natural resources, including mature trees and prairie remnants as well as
mitigation for those resources, are documented in section 3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1057 | Roesler, Julia

There are no real mitigation strategies to the damage this highway will cause that would possibly work. Who
would pay the cost of maintaining the native riparian buffers and mitigation areas? They can’t just be planted
and forgotten. The natural treasures that would be lost if this highway were to be built can never be
compensated for or replaced.

The cost of maintaining riparian areas and project BMPs intended to maintain and improve water quality will
be the responsibility of each state and will be addressed in the final P3 procurement, should that method of
project delivery be used.

1058 | Roesler, Julia

What about the likely adverse effects to sheepnose mussels, Eryngium stemborer moths, northern long-eared
bats, eastern prairie fringed orchids, and Indiana bats? How about on Blanding’s turtle, ornate box turtle,
mudpuppy, black sandshell mussel, purple wartyback, and slippershell, and fish species river redhorse, pallid
shiner, western sand darter, and ironcolor shiner? How can individuals or species killed during construction be
replaced and what can be done to ensure protection of these species?

IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have been in direct communication with the USFWS, the Illinois DNR, and the
Indiana DNR, and have proceeded with sensitivity regarding minimizing impacts to threatened and
endangered species, as well as their habitat within the project footprint and in proximity of the proposed Illiana
Corridor. Through continued discussions with the USFWS, the Illinois DNR, and the Indiana DNR, every
effort will be made to minimize impacts to threatened and endangered species and their habitat occurring
within, or in close proximity to, the proposed Illiana Corridor. Best management practices have been
developed for the operational phase of the project to protect area waters including the Kankakee River and its
tributaries as well as sensitive habitat and listed species that have been identified within or adjacent to the
Illiana Corridor. During construction, strict adherence to the soil erosion and sediment control plans will be
required and the measures identified in the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan will be installed as designed
in the plan.

Through the development of the project, consultation with the USFWS under Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act [16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.] is in process. Through the Section 7 consultation with the USFWS, federal
threatened and endangered species potentially affected by the proposed action were identified. As the Illiana
Corridor is a major construction activity (50 CFR 402.02), a BA was prepared and submitted to the USFWS (see
Appendix N). The purpose of the BA is to evaluate the potential effects of the action on listed and proposed
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species and designated and proposed critical habitat, to determine whether any such species or habitats are
likely to be adversely affected by the action. The USFWS provided comments on this document, and a
response letter was sent to USFWS on January 15, 2014. The BA was submitted in February 2014 and the
USFWS started its initial, informal review.

Species that were assessed as part of the BA consultation include the following; snuffbox mussel (Epioblasma
triquetra), sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphyus), lakeside daisy (Tetraneuris herbacea), leafy prairie-clover
(Dalea foliosa), Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii), Pitcher’s thistle (Cirsium pitcherii), eastern prairie fringed
orchid (Platanthaera leucophaea), Hine's emerald dragonfly (Somatochlora hineana), karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides
melissa samuelis), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus catenatus), Eryngium stem
borer moth (Papaipema eryngii), and northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis).

A meeting was held on March 17, 2014 with the USEPA, USFWS, USACE, MNTP, and the FHWA to discuss
natural resource concerns on the Tier Two DEIS. Minimal discussion of the BA occurred during this meeting.
In March 2014, the FHWA and the USFWS agreed to regular coordination calls to provide an open dialogue for
the agencies during the review of the BA. The first call was held on March 10, 2014, with the discussion
centering on northern long-eared bat habitat and water quality issues for the sheepnose mussel. On March 24,
2014, the second call was held in which the discussion focused on water quality issues and the use of the
Driscoll model to determine potential impacts to wildlife. On March 31, the third call was held to discuss water
quality issues related to the sheepnose mussel. On April 22, 2014, the fourth call was held in which the
discussion again focused on water quality issues related to the sheepnose mussel. The results of the additional
water quality analysis were presented to the USFWS. USFWS accepted the BA as complete on May 14, 2014,
and formal consultation began. Formal consultation may last up to 90 days, after which the USFWS will
prepare a Biological Opinion on whether the proposed activity will jeopardize the continued existence of listed

species. The USFWS has 45 days after completion of formal consultation to write the opinion.

1059 | Roesler, Julia

What will the effects of large amounts of runoff from the highway surface making their way into the
groundwater, streams and the Kankakee River?

The State DOTs, as well as relevant stakeholder review agencies, are intent upon implementation of a number
of BMPs to capture roadway runoff and filter it prior to discharging from the proposed Illiana ROW. BMPs
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will be implemented that minimize the volume and velocity of stormwater runoff discharge and result in
physical, chemical, or biological pollutant load reduction; promote filtration; and increase infiltration and
evapotranspiration. The USACE, USFWS, USEPA, IEPA, IDEM, and the State DNRs will be given the
opportunity to participate with the DOTs, as necessary, in the BMP planning for the project through the CWA
Section 401/404 permitting process. To the extent possible, stormwater runoff will pass through a BMP prior to
discharging from the ROW or infiltrating into the ground. A significant portion of potential contaminants will
be captured and retained on site. With the implementation of BMPs, indirect impacts to off-site wetlands/water
resources (including water quality), as a result of the proposed improvements are anticipated to be minimal.
The DOTs will also assess BMPs to minimize the amount of deicing salt applied during the winter months to
reduce the potential to increase chloride concentrations in surface waters and the groundwater.

Regarding the Kankakee River, significant effort is being taken for the design and operation of the bridge to
minimize or eliminate the direct discharge of potential pollutants from the bridge deck, with the exception of
over spray from tires. The proposed improvements would be designed so that post-construction stormwater
runoff quality would be treated and runoff quantity would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention,
or other stormwater practice (including velocity dissipation at outfalls to minimize erosion) before discharge to
surface waters. Design intent is to drain stormwater runoff from bridge decks/roadways to ditches or detention
ponds via sheet flow or a closed drainage system, prior to discharge to receiving waters. This includes
stormwater runoff from the proposed crossing structure at high quality aquatic resources, such as the
Kankakee River.

The DOTs value good environmental policies and practices, and are dedicated to the long-term preservation of
BMPs and their ability to enhance the water quality of waterways and wetlands near the project corridor. The
intent is to capture and minimize the potential to contaminate groundwater to the extent possible. The
expectation is that the proposed roadway will not exacerbate the degradation of groundwater, which could
occur regardless of whether or not the facility is constructed due to existing roadways, septic fields, farming
practices, and other potential sources.

1060 | Roesler, Julia

What about the effects of a 47 mile long east-west barrier that will be nearly impossible for many insects,

amphibians and animals to cross? What are the chances of butterflies like the Monarch floating successfully
across it? Increased noise causes more disturbances and makes it more difficult for amphibians and birds to
hear and locate each other, even during breeding seasons. There are enough dangers to most wildlife today,
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why build more?

IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have looked at various ways of minimizing the ‘barrier’ effect that the Illiana
Corridor may have on various wildlife species. Minimization and mitigation options for impacts to wildlife
movement within the project area as well as across the Illiana Corridor is focused on small mammals,
amphibians, reptiles, fish, and insects. In Illinois, there are 17 areas that are being proposed as ‘wildlife
crossings’. In Indiana, there are 11 areas that are being proposed as ‘wildlife crossings’. Specific
recommendations for areas that have been identified to serve as corridors for wildlife movement across the
Corridor are summarized in and Appendix Q of the Tier Two FEIS (formerly Appendix O of the Tier Two
DEIS). Researchers have investigated wildlife use of wildlife crossings of various types, sizes, and
configurations. Several types of crossings typically considered successful at maintaining connectivity across
highway corridors fall into the following categories; bridges, large or small rectangular box culverts, and wide
maintained highway shoulders.

Bridges that are intended to function as wildlife crossings generally are large structures built to span wide
rivers, streams, wetlands, and upland areas; but may also span upland landscapes where wildlife movements
commonly occur. Bridged crossings can provide passage for larger mammals, such as deer, small mammals,
reptiles, amphibians, and some avian species. For ungulates that prefer open crossing structures, tall, wide
bridges are best. Specific considerations for bridge design to promote wildlife movement across the Corridor
include the following:

¢ Bridged crossings should extend to uplands beyond the scour zone of the stream.

¢ Runoff should not be directly routed to waterways where practicable (i.e., scuppers should not be utilized).
¢ Bridged crossings should be high enough to allow suitable light for vegetation to grow underneath, where
feasible.

¢ Vegetative cover should be provided or maintained near wildlife crossings to give animals security and
reduce negative effects of lighting and noise.

¢ Upland areas (i.e., dry areas wildlife will use to cross beneath the bridge) shall consist of natural substrate.
Riprap, large rocks, and revetment matting shall not be placed within the areas intended to be used as wildlife
crossings. The dry upland area should remain relatively level to allow for wildlife passage. Steep slopes from
the abutment to the edge of the scour zone are not conducive to wildlife passage.
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e Structures should be monitored for, and cleared of, obstructions such as detritus or silt blockages that impede
movement. Small mammals, carnivores, and reptiles avoid crossing structures with major detritus blockages.
¢ Fencing should not block entrances to crossing structures, and instead should direct animals towards
crossing structures, in locations where fencing is used.

¢ Fencing or low-profile barrier walls will be used to prevent animals from entering the highway corridor and
to direct animals to the crossing, in locations where fencing is used.

* Bridged crossings have potential to serve as corridors for movement of larger mammals such as deer and
coyotes. Because of this, attention should be given to provide design features such as vegetation that attracts
deer in order to “funnel” species to the designated crossing.

¢ Raised sections of road adjacent to wildlife crossings discourage animals from crossing roads, and should be
used when possible to encourage animals to use crossing structures.

1061 | Roesler, Julia

Basing plans for water quality volumes on 0.75-inch events is unrealistic and inadequate. We have had more
and more intense storms and rainfall. Where would the runoff from the highway go? That runoff would be
contaminated. One inch of water on an acre of pavement or development is 27,154 gallons of runoff. The Illiana
is planned to be about 46.8 miles. Let’s do some math: 46.8 miles x 5380 feet (length of mile in feet) x 400 feet
(width of highway and very conservative possible development from highway) = 100,713,600 square feet. Then
let’s divide by 43,560 (square feet of acre) = 2312 acres or roughly 3.6 square miles. Multiply the 2312 acres by
27,154 gallons when one inch of rain falls and there would be a little over 62,780,000 gallons of water runoff
from each inch of rain. There would likely be increased development and sprawl and more runoff. More
intense rains are predicted in the future and this water would become quite a problem. Where is the planning
to handle the water from these rain events?

The 0.75 inches mentioned in the Tier Two DEIS was for water quality purposes; separate calculations are done
to properly size stormwater basins to detain runoff during large storm events. A majority of the approximately
400 foot wide Preferred Alternative is provided to mitigate a much narrower amount of increased impervious
area associated with the highway pavement. The Illiana Corridor drainage system will be designed to maintain
existing drainage patterns per state regulations. For example, stormwater runoff will be detained using
detention basins or other mitigation measures to maintain or reduce existing stormwater release rates from the
site. While not required, guidance from county ordinances was also considered in determining detention
volumes because the county ordinances are more restrictive than state requirements and would provide a more
conservative design. Due to uncertainty in the subsurface soil and drainage system, FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT
have made the commitment to capture the 1-inch rainfall event with no discharge outside of the Illiana
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Corridor ROW, but will strive to meet the 1.25-inch event as a project goal. See Section 3.9.4.3 and Section 3.23
of the Tier Two FEIS, Mitigation Commitment Summary. This will be further evaluated during the CWA
Section 401/404 permitting process. The study team has provided space in the environmental footprint to
capture the 1.25-inch event. However, poorly drained soils or other constraints may make the 1.25-inch capture
difficult to achieve in isolated locations. Based on a preliminary review of available soils information, we
anticipate a relatively low number of areas where the 1.25-inch capture may not be attainable. However, more
detailed soil investigations still need to be completed. FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT would prefer that all
stormwater and detention storage be provided in open ponds, ditches, and basins and treated through a series
of BMPs or treatment trains. A 1-inch rainfall event minimum would provide flexibility so that storm sewers
and USTs would not be required to meet the 1.25-inch rainfall event where conditions such as poorly drained
soils or high water tables exist. Storm sewers and USTs limit the design flexibility for BMP treatment and are
generally less effective than ground level BMP treatments.

1062 | Roesler, Julia

I support the NO-BUILD option for the Illiana. The Illiana should never be built. Why aren’t the politicians
who are promoting this travesty able to look around at the real world and see that it is being destroyed?

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including those to Natural Resources (Section 3.8).

1063 | Roesler, Julia

We need to concentrate our development into areas that have already been developed and quit sprawling into
other areas. This highway IS sprawl and will cause more sprawl.

Urban sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other
large highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and
zoning. The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and
cumulative impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have
land use and zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. According to forecasts for
2040, in Will, Kankakee, and Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and
employment would increase approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

1064 | Roesler, Julia

The problem of losing natural and agricultural land should be enough to stop this project. The project would
have a negative effect on the Kankakee River valley. It is a fantasy that the loss of mature trees or prairie
remnants can be simply replaced by mitigation. How do you replace high quality farm land? Do you commit to
going into blighted and abandoned areas and try to turn that into quality land?
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There is no practical process by which agricultural land that is unavoidably impacted can be replaced
elsewhere. The Illiana Corridor study has strived to avoid and minimize agricultural impacts to the extent
practical, and to reduce farm severances and leave sufficient access points open for the continuity of
agricultural operations. Impacts to natural resources, including mature trees and prairie remnants as well as
mitigation for those resources, are documented in section 3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1065 | Roesler, Julia

There are no real mitigation strategies to the damage this highway will cause that would possibly work. Who
would pay the cost of maintaining the native riparian buffers and mitigation areas? They can’t just be planted
and forgotten. The natural treasures that would be lost if this highway were to be built can never be
compensated for or replaced?

The cost of maintaining riparian areas and project BMPs intended to maintain and improve water quality will
be the responsibility of each state and will be addressed in the final P3 procurement, should that method of
project delivery be used.

1066 | Roesler, Julia

What about the likely adverse effects to sheepnose mussels, Eryngium stemborer moths, northern long-eared
bats, eastern prairie fringed orchids, and Indiana bats? How about on Blanding’s turtle, ornate box turtle,
mudpuppy, black sandshell mussel, purple wartyback, and slippershell, and fish species river redhorse, pallid
shiner, western sand darter, and ironcolor shiner? How can individuals or species killed during construction be
replaced and what can be done to ensure protection of these species?

IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have been in direct communication with the USFWS, the Illinois DNR, and the
Indiana DNR, and have proceeded with sensitivity regarding minimizing impacts to threatened and
endangered species, as well as their habitat within the project footprint and in proximity of the proposed Illiana
Corridor. Through continued discussions with the USFWS, the Illinois DNR, and the Indiana DNR, every
effort will be made to minimize impacts to threatened and endangered species and their habitat occurring
within, or in close proximity to, the proposed Illiana Corridor. Best management practices have been
developed for the operational phase of the project to protect area waters including the Kankakee River and its
tributaries as well as sensitive habitat and listed species that have been identified within or adjacent to the
[lliana Corridor. During construction, strict adherence to the soil erosion and sediment control plans will be
required and the measures identified in the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan will be installed as designed
in the plan.

Through the development of the project, consultation with the USFWS under Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act [16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.] is in process. Through the Section 7 consultation with the USFWS, federal
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threatened and endangered species potentially affected by the proposed action were identified. As the Illiana
Corridor is a major construction activity (50 CFR 402.02), a BA was prepared and submitted to the USFWS (see
Appendix N). The purpose of the BA is to evaluate the potential effects of the action on listed and proposed
species and designated and proposed critical habitat, to determine whether any such species or habitats are
likely to be adversely affected by the action. The USFWS provided comments on this document, and a
response letter was sent to USFWS on January 15, 2014. The BA was submitted in February 2014 and the
USFWS started its initial, informal review.

Species that were assessed as part of the BA consultation include the following; snuffbox mussel (Epioblasma
triquetra), sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphyus), lakeside daisy (Tetraneuris herbacea), leafy prairie-clover
(Dalea foliosa), Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii), Pitcher’s thistle (Cirsium pitcherii), eastern prairie fringed
orchid (Platanthaera leucophaea), Hine's emerald dragonfly (Somatochlora hineana), karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides
melissa samuelis), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus catenatus), Eryngium stem
borer moth (Papaipema eryngii), and northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis).

A meeting was held on March 17, 2014 with the USEPA, USFWS, USACE, MNTP, and the FHWA to discuss
natural resource concerns on the Tier Two DEIS. Minimal discussion of the BA occurred during this meeting.
In March 2014, the FHWA and the USFWS agreed to regular coordination calls to provide an open dialogue for
the agencies during the review of the BA. The first call was held on March 10, 2014, with the discussion
centering on northern long-eared bat habitat and water quality issues for the sheepnose mussel. On March 24,
2014, the second call was held in which the discussion focused on water quality issues and the use of the
Driscoll model to determine potential impacts to wildlife. On March 31, the third call was held to discuss water
quality issues related to the sheepnose mussel. On April 22, 2014, the fourth call was held in which the
discussion again focused on water quality issues related to the sheepnose mussel. The results of the additional
water quality analysis were presented to the USFWS. USFWS accepted the BA as complete on May 14, 2014,
and formal consultation began. Formal consultation may last up to 90 days, after which the USFWS will
prepare a Biological Opinion on whether the proposed activity will jeopardize the continued existence of listed
species. The USFWS has 45 days after completion of formal consultation to write the opinion.

1067 | Roesler, Julia

What will the effects of large amounts of runoff from the highway surface making their way into the
groundwater, streams and the Kankakee River?

Illiana Corridor

DD-503 Tier Two Final Environmental Impact Statement




RESPONSE TO DEIS COMMENTS — INDIVIDUALS

C = Comment R= Response

*All comments listed have been incorporated into the project record.*

# NAME

R

COMMENT/RESPONSE

The State DOTs, as well as relevant stakeholder review agencies, are intent upon implementation of a number
of BMPs to capture roadway runoff and filter it prior to discharging from the proposed Illiana ROW. BMPs
will be implemented that minimize the volume and velocity of stormwater runoff discharge and result in
physical, chemical, or biological pollutant load reduction; promote filtration; and increase infiltration and
evapotranspiration. The USACE, USFWS, USEPA, IEPA, IDEM, and the State DNRs will be given the
opportunity to participate with the DOTs, as necessary, in the BMP planning for the project through the CWA
Section 401/404 permitting process. To the extent possible, stormwater runoff will pass through a BMP prior to
discharging from the ROW or infiltrating into the ground. A significant portion of potential contaminants will
be captured and retained on site. With the implementation of BMPs, indirect impacts to off-site wetlands/water
resources (including water quality), as a result of the proposed improvements are anticipated to be minimal.
The DOTs will also assess BMPs to minimize the amount of deicing salt applied during the winter months to
reduce the potential to increase chloride concentrations in surface waters and the groundwater.

Regarding the Kankakee River, significant effort is being taken for the design and operation of the bridge to
minimize or eliminate the direct discharge of potential pollutants from the bridge deck, with the exception of
over spray from tires. The proposed improvements would be designed so that post-construction stormwater
runoff quality would be treated and runoff quantity would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention,
or other stormwater practice (including velocity dissipation at outfalls to minimize erosion) before discharge to
surface waters. Design intent is to drain stormwater runoff from bridge decks/roadways to ditches or detention
ponds via sheet flow or a closed drainage system, prior to discharge to receiving waters. This includes
stormwater runoff from the proposed crossing structure at high quality aquatic resources, such as the
Kankakee River.

The DOTs value good environmental policies and practices, and are dedicated to the long-term preservation of
BMPs and their ability to enhance the water quality of waterways and wetlands near the project corridor. The
intent is to capture and minimize the potential to contaminate groundwater to the extent possible. The
expectation is that the proposed roadway will not exacerbate the degradation of groundwater, which could
occur regardless of whether or not the facility is constructed due to existing roadways, septic fields, farming
practices, and other potential sources.

1068 | Roesler, Julia

What about the effects of a 47 mile long east-west barrier that will be nearly impossible for many insects,
amphibians and animals to cross? What are the chances of butterflies like the Monarch floating successfully
across it? Increased noise causes more disturbances and makes it more difficult for amphibians and birds to
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hear and locate each other, even during breeding seasons. There are enough dangers to most wildlife today,
why build more?

IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have looked at various ways of minimizing the ‘barrier” effect that the Illiana
Corridor may have on various wildlife species. Minimization and mitigation options for impacts to wildlife
movement within the project area as well as across the Illiana Corridor is focused on small mammals,
amphibians, reptiles, fish, and insects. In Illinois, there are 17 areas that are being proposed as “wildlife
crossings’. In Indiana, there are 11 areas that are being proposed as ‘wildlife crossings’. Specific
recommendations for areas that have been identified to serve as corridors for wildlife movement across the
Corridor are summarized in and Appendix Q of the Tier Two FEIS (formerly Appendix O of the Tier Two
DEIS). Researchers have investigated wildlife use of wildlife crossings of various types, sizes, and
configurations. Several types of crossings typically considered successful at maintaining connectivity across
highway corridors fall into the following categories; bridges, large or small rectangular box culverts, and wide
maintained highway shoulders.

Bridges that are intended to function as wildlife crossings generally are large structures built to span wide
rivers, streams, wetlands, and upland areas; but may also span upland landscapes where wildlife movements
commonly occur. Bridged crossings can provide passage for larger mammals, such as deer, small mammals,
reptiles, amphibians, and some avian species. For ungulates that prefer open crossing structures, tall, wide
bridges are best. Specific considerations for bridge design to promote wildlife movement across the Corridor
include the following;:

¢ Bridged crossings should extend to uplands beyond the scour zone of the stream.

* Runoff should not be directly routed to waterways where practicable (i.e., scuppers should not be utilized).
¢ Bridged crossings should be high enough to allow suitable light for vegetation to grow underneath, where
feasible.

* Vegetative cover should be provided or maintained near wildlife crossings to give animals security and
reduce negative effects of lighting and noise.

¢ Upland areas (i.e., dry areas wildlife will use to cross beneath the bridge) shall consist of natural substrate.
Riprap, large rocks, and revetment matting shall not be placed within the areas intended to be used as wildlife
crossings. The dry upland area should remain relatively level to allow for wildlife passage. Steep slopes from
the abutment to the edge of the scour zone are not conducive to wildlife passage.
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e Structures should be monitored for, and cleared of, obstructions such as detritus or silt blockages that impede
movement. Small mammals, carnivores, and reptiles avoid crossing structures with major detritus blockages.
¢ Fencing should not block entrances to crossing structures, and instead should direct animals towards
crossing structures, in locations where fencing is used.

¢ Fencing or low-profile barrier walls will be used to prevent animals from entering the highway corridor and
to direct animals to the crossing, in locations where fencing is used.

* Bridged crossings have potential to serve as corridors for movement of larger mammals such as deer and
coyotes. Because of this, attention should be given to provide design features such as vegetation that attracts
deer in order to “funnel” species to the designated crossing.

¢ Raised sections of road adjacent to wildlife crossings discourage animals from crossing roads, and should be
used when possible to encourage animals to use crossing structures.

1069 | Roesler, Julia

Basing plans for water quality volumes on 0.75-inch events are unrealistic and inadequate. Expect more
destructive flooding. We have had more and more intense storms and rainfall. Where would the runoff from
the highway go? That runoff would be contaminated. One inch of water on an acre of pavement or
development is 27,154 gallons of runoff. The Illiana is planned to be about 46.8 miles. Let’s do some math: 46.8
miles x 5380 feet (length of mile in feet) x 400 feet (width of highway and very conservative possible
development from highway) = 100,713,600 square feet. Then let’s divide by 43,560 (square feet of acre) = 2312
acres or roughly 3.6 square miles. Multiply the 2312 acres by 27,154 gallons when one inch of rain falls and
there would be a little over 62,780,000 gallons of water runoff from each inch of rain. There would likely be
increased development and sprawl and more runoff. More intense rains are predicted in the future and this
water would become quite a problem. Where is the planning to handle the water from these rain events?

The 0.75 inches mentioned in the Tier Two DEIS was for water quality purposes; separate calculations are done
to properly size stormwater basins to detain runoff during large storm events. A majority of the approximately
400-foot wide Preferred Alternative is provided to mitigate a much narrower amount of increased impervious
area associated with the highway pavement. The Illiana Corridor drainage system will be designed to maintain
existing drainage patterns per state regulations. For example, stormwater runoff will be detained using
detention basins or other mitigation measures to maintain or reduce existing stormwater release rates from the
site. While not required, guidance from county ordinances was also considered in determining detention
volumes because the county ordinances are more restrictive than state requirements and would provide a more
conservative design. Due to uncertainty in the subsurface soil and drainage system, FHWA, IDOT, and
INDOT have made the commitment to capture the 1-inch rainfall event with no discharge outside of the Illiana
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Corridor ROW, but will strive to meet the 1.25-inch event as a project goal. See Section 3.9.4.3 and Section 3.23
of the Tier Two FEIS, Mitigation Commitment Summary. This will be further evaluated during the CWA
Section 401/404 permitting process. The study team has provided space in the environmental footprint to
capture the 1.25-inch event. However, poorly drained soils or other constraints may make the 1.25-inch capture
difficult to achieve in isolated locations. Based on a preliminary review of available soils information, we
anticipate a relatively low number of areas where the 1.25-inch capture may not be attainable. However, more
detailed soil investigations still need to be completed. FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT would prefer that all
stormwater and detention storage be provided in open ponds, ditches, and basins and treated through a series
of BMPs or treatment trains. A 1-inch rainfall event minimum would provide flexibility so that storm sewers
and USTs would not be required to meet the 1.25-inch rainfall event where conditions such as poorly drained
soils or high water tables exist. Storm sewers and USTs limit the design flexibility for BMP treatment and are
generally less effective than ground level BMP treatments.

1070 | Roge, Eric

How will this effect the O'Brian subdivision (the first one west of 155)? I would also like to be on the mailing
list.

The O'Brian Subdivision on Widows Road east of I-55 will be north of the Illiana Corridor and is not within the
proposed footprint of the corridor. The Illiana Corridor parallels Widows Drive approximately 280 feet south
of Widows Drive. This is measured from Widows Drive to the proposed right-of-way. The actual Illiana
Corridor pavement will be even farther from Widows Drive and consequently farther from the O'Brian
Subdivision. The Illiana Corridor will cross Widows Drive approximately 1,300 feet east of Tommy Drive.
Local access to the O'Brian Subdivision will be maintained via Widows Drive to the east, as an overpass will be
built to carry the Illiana over Widows Drive. Access from the west will be maintained via the Frontage Road
north of Widows Drive.

The Frontage Road south of Widows Drive will be closed to accommodate the interchange being built to
connect the Illiana with I-55. Additional information regarding the social and environmental impacts

associated with the project is included in Section 3.0 of the Tier Two FEIS.

Your contact information has been added to the project mailing list as indicated in our February 25, 2014 e-mail.

1071 | Rosenberg, Holli

You work it out with your enviromental team, you work it out with your architects, you work it out with your
farmers, you work it out with the wildlife, you work it out with anybody you goddamn have to work it out
with, and you get that highway built and you take a lesson from Illinois State Route 53 and you don't wait 50
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years. You build it now. You think about what's gonna happen in 50 years from now.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1072 | Ruiz, Fernando

We need this to pass and to improve travel and transit conditions between states. We also need the jobs to get
our membership back to work. This is something that has been on the back burner for to long. Let’s get this
done and move forward to better and prosporus future.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1073 | Ruzella, Martin

I would just like to state that the economic data is skewed that IDOT uses. If you read any recent publications,
any recent business publications, you will see that Illinois ranks last or second to last in job growth and in
population growth. They are actually second only to New Jersey, and a loss of population. So, all their data is
pre-recession data that they are relying on.

The market-based socio-economic forecasts are based on 2010 Census data, historic population and
employment data, current and previous CMAP/NIRPC/CATS/NIPC socioeconomic forecasts, land availability
for development, population holding capacity, demographic data and trends (household size, migration
patterns, etc.), local land use policies, and independent Woods & Poole economic forecasts. The overall 18-
county control totals for households were also consistent with CMAP's 2040 forecasts, and CMAP staff
approved the market-based forecasting methodology.

1074 | Ryan, Mike

I am writing you to object to the proposed Illiana Tollway. I am the owner of a trucking company located in
Wilmington, Ill. I have seen no endorsement from any trucking company associations supporting the tollway. I
have personally talked with many trucking companies that operate out of Logistics Park not one carrier said
that they would support the tollway. The additional cost cannot be passed on to the customers and would have
to be absorbed by the trucker. The new tollway parallels I 80.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
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complements regional transportation and economic development goals. The Illiana Corridor will increase
safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road system and onto a limited access
facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles of travel on arterial roads in the
study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety and reduce congestion in the
local communities. Both passenger and commercial vehicles through this area are currently using lower
functional classification roadways and local roads to travel through the area. Based on lower classifications of
the current travel routes, there are travel time savings by using the Illiana Corridor. Based on the time value of
money, this travel time savings encourages both passenger and commercial vehicles to use routes - even if
tolled - that overall improve travel times.

1075 | Ryan, Mike

The state of Illinois based on many newspaper articles cannot afford to pay its current bills let alone assume
additional costs for something that will not be used. If private funding is used to build this what happens when
the tolls fall short . Does the tax payers have to make up the difference.

It is understood that surface transportation infrastructure needs exceed funds available for improvements.
Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD.

In Section 2.0 of the Tier Two DEIS, a non-tolled option for the Illiana Corridor was dismissed from
consideration. Thus, it is anticipated that the Illiana Corridor will be tolled. The planning agencies for
northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to include the Illiana Corridor
in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state
funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing
options for the Illiana and have not committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states
will be further evaluated after the Tier Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the
project, refer to Section 2.2.4 of the FEIS.

1076 | Ryan, Mike

The trucks moving freight from the east to the west will never use this tollway. They will stay on I 80. If they
are going southwest they will go 170.
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The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
llliana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals. The Illiana Corridor will increase
safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road system and onto a limited access
facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles of travel on arterial roads in the
study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety and reduce congestion in the
local communities. Both passenger and commercial vehicles through this area are currently using lower
functional classification roadways and local roads to travel through the area. Based on lower classifications of
the current travel routes, there are travel time savings by using the Illiana Corridor. Based on the time value of
money, this travel time savings encourages both passenger and commercial vehicles to use routes - even if
tolled - that overall improve travel times.

1077 | Ryan, Mike

The Midwest has been hit with the worst winter in years. Have you thought about the road repairs that Illinois
highways are going to need in the next couple of years.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 Proposed Multi-Modal Transportation Improvement Program is expected to be over $8.6
billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both
Illinois and Indiana state highway programs go to maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition,
both states also need to implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote
economic development. The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-
west transportation routes in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs.
Planning forecasts show that the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and
employment; population in the Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225%
between now and the year 2040. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation
solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility,
and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional
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transportation and economic development goals.

1078 | Ryan, Mike

I believe the politicians and the unions are pushing this highway. The unions will get short term jobs and the
politicians will get their vote for reelection at the cost of all Illinois tax payers.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

1079 | Ryan, Sean J.

With the amount of jobs that this will produce, it out weight the hardship some families would incur. This
project would open up out states for more business. This would help with the traffic tremendously.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1080 | Seibert, Janet

Very concerned about the south exit road/ramp off Riley Rd. Do you realize how quickly traffic comes down
the Peotone Hill. You are trying to divert traffic onto the Peotone Rd. off Rilery Rd in a poor area. Accidents?
What about going south or straight on this newly created road? (instead of bringing it back onto Riley Rd)

The Preferred Alternative footprint included in the Tier Two FEIS shows the Riley Road interchange as a new
alignment that creates a "New" Riley Road that would run parallel to Riley Road approximately 0.3 miles east
of the existing Riley alignment. Thus, the interchange will no longer have a direct connection to the existing
Riley Road. The Illiana Corridor will increase safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the
local road system and onto a limited access facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the
total miles of travel on arterial roads in the study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will
improve safety and reduce congestion in the local communities.

1081 | Seibert, Janet

I'm also concerned about drainage from the roads tiles being broken, flooding that will occur

Regarding locating field tiles, IDOT and INDOT have reached out to landowners through questionnaires, have
met with the Will County Farm Bureau and other local agencies, and have contacted three local tile installers to
collect available tile information. Some approximate tile locations are shown on the plans, but many existing
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tile locations are unknown. The State DOTs are required to accommodate the drain tile networks, and will do
so either by perpetuating the tile across IDOT right-of-way with high strength tile or outletting it into the
roadside ditch. The DOTs will own the facility and will maintain ownership of all drainage structures within
the proposed right-of-way. IDOT and INDOT will be the points of contact for all drainage-related inquiries.
Regarding general flooding, there are two main components of the drainage design (water crossings and
detention). Water crossings consist of bridges, box culverts, and arched structures. All are sized using IDNR
criteria for urban watersheds or stringent IDOT criteria if the water crossing is not under IDNR's jurisdiction. A
comparison of existing structures near proposed water crossings shows that the proposed Illiana structures are
larger than these existing structures. They were sized using conservative design flows. As far as flooding
downstream is concerned, detention is provided at all water crossings prior to release. The design is based on
Will County release rate criteria based on the added impervious area of the project, which exceeds typical IDOT
criteria.

There is also a water quality feature. FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT have made the commitment to capture the 1-
inch rainfall event with no discharge outside of the Illiana Corridor right-of-way, but will strive to meet the
1.25-inch event as a project goal. See Section 3.9.4.3 and Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS, Mitigation
Commitment Summary. IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have provided space in the environmental footprint to
capture the 1.25-inch event. However, poorly drained soils or other constraints may make the 1.25-inch capture
difficult to achieve in isolated locations. Based on a preliminary review of available soils information, we
anticipate a relatively low number of areas where the 1.25-inch capture may not be attainable. However, more
detailed soil investigations still need to be completed. This will be further evaluated during the CWA Section
401/404 permitting process. FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT would prefer that all stormwater and detention storage
be provided in open ponds, ditches, and basins and treated through a series of BMPs or treatment trains. A 1-
inch rainfall event minimum would provide flexibility so that storm sewers and underground storage tanks
would not be required to meet the 1.25-inch rainfall event where conditions such as poorly drained soils or
high water tables exist. Storm sewers and underground storage tanks limit the design flexibility for BMP
treatment and are generally less effective than ground level BMP treatments.

1082 | Seibert, Janet

low property values if people wait to sell, and is the Quick take Public/Private nonprofit-legal

Since the state is acquiring all property for the Illiana Corridor project, and the acquired land as well as all the
roadway elements will remain the property of the state, there is no difference in the land acquisition policies or
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applicable laws for the Illiana Corridor project being developed by a public private partnership as compared to
similar projects that are conventionally developed with public funds only. There are many factors that
contribute to the value of property. Several factors affect the determination of land values including zoning,
land use planning, usage, desirability and economic conditions. In some locations it has been shown that the
potential adverse effects to properties in close proximity to regional highways may be offset by convenient
access to such facility as well as the potential for economic growth. IDOT will base its compensation offers on
fair market value as provided for in the federal Uniform Act, using comparable properties not affected by the
Illiana Corridor project as a basis of valuation.

1083 | Semrow, Sam L.

I am supportive of the initiative to build the Illiana Expressway.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1084 | Semrow, Sam L.

My concerns are that it is to far south to capture enough urban traffic. That is does not connect with I80 in
Illinois on I80/9 in Indiana or I-355 in Illinois.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals. The Illiana Corridor will increase
safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road system and onto a limited access
facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles of travel on arterial roads in the
study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety and reduce congestion in the
local communities.

1085 | Semrow, Sam L.

I support the context sensitive solutions approach minimizing loss of forests and wet lands. Resources should
not be taken from the IL Rt. 53 extension project, which is also desperately needed I am supportive to create
jobs. And economic activity

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.
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1086

Shanahan, Kathleen

COMMENT/RESPONSE
PIN 17-20-26-300-013-0000. Would like a full take.

Your property has been re-examined and based on design changes is now incorporated in its entirety in the
project footprint as shown in the Tier Two FEIS Section 3.0 map set. The exact property needed for acquisition
will be determined during the land acquisition process when each properties unique circumstances are
evaluated.

1087

Shanahan, Kathleen

My property is located in the SE quadrant of the I57/Illiana interchange, specifically first outside the ramp from
NB I-57 to EB Illiana. The ramp bisects my property and requires the northwest %2 of the total parcel. Previous
alignments showed more of my property required for the ramp ROW. The public hearing alignment shows the
ramp ROW more left to the edge of the ramp pavement, leaving approx. 130 ft between my home and the
ramp. A retaining wall would most likely be required adjacent to the ramp to build my home. The proximity of
my home to the ramp, with or without a retaining wall is an undesirable condition.

Your property has been re-examined and based on design changes is now incorporated in its entirety in the
project footprint as shown in the Tier Two FEIS Section 3.0 map set. The exact property needed for acquisition
will be determined during the land acquisition process when each properties unique circumstances are
evaluated.

1088

Shanahan, Kathleen

As a sizeable portion of my property will be required for the ramp, leaving my home and a small section in
very close proximity to the ramp, it is respectfully requested that the design be re-evaluated and a full take of
my property be the result.

Your property has been re-examined and based on design changes is now incorporated in its entirety in the
project footprint as shown in the Tier Two FEIS Section 3.0 map set. The exact property needed for acquisition
will be determined during the land acquisition process when each property’s unique circumstances are
evaluated.

1089

Shanahan, Kathleen

My property is located in the SE quadrant of the I57/Illiana interchange, specifically first outside the ramp from
NB I-57 to EB Illiana. The ramp bisects my property and requires the northwest %2 of the total parcel. Previous
alignments showed more of my property required for the ramp ROW. The public hearing alignment shows the
ramp ROW more left to the edge of the ramp pavement, leaving approx. 130 ft between my home and the
ramp. A retaining wall would most likely be required adjacent to the ramp to build my home. The proximity of
my home to the ramp, with or without a retaining wall is an undesirable condition. As a sizeable portion of my
property will be required for the ramp, leaving my home and a small section in very close proximity to the
ramp, it is respectfully requested that the design be re-evaluated and a full take of my property be the result.
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Your property has been re-examined and based on design changes is now incorporated in its entirety in the
project footprint as shown in the Tier Two FEIS Section 3.0 map set. The exact property needed for acquisition
will be determined during the land acquisition process when each properties unique circumstances are
evaluated.

1090 | Sharpe, Kathy

Wildlife right of ways must be built into the Illiana expressway. This means birds, mammals, fish, amphibians
and insects. The Illiana will straddle irreplaceable wetlands, prairie and savanna habitat. The Illiana will
present a deadly barrier to migrating birds and insects. Sufficient right of ways must be included into the plan.
These right of ways could be built under and over the Illiana, and spaced at frequent intervals.

IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have looked at various ways of minimizing the ‘barrier” effect that the Illiana
Corridor may have on various wildlife species. Minimization and mitigation options for impacts to wildlife
movement within the project area as well as across the Illiana Corridor is focused on small mammals,
amphibians, reptiles, fish, and insects. In Illinois, there are 18 areas that are being proposed as ‘wildlife
crossings’. In Indiana, there are 12 areas that are being proposed as ‘wildlife crossings’. Specific
recommendations for areas that have been identified to serve as corridors for wildlife movement across the
Corridor are summarized in Appendix Q of the Tier Two FEIS (formerly Appendix O of the DEIS). Researchers
have investigated wildlife use of wildlife crossings of various types, sizes, and configurations. Several types of
crossings typically considered successful at maintaining connectivity across highway corridors fall into the
following categories; bridges, large or small rectangular box culverts, and wide maintained highway shoulders.
Bridges that are intended to function as wildlife crossings generally are large structures built to span wide
rivers, streams, wetlands, and upland areas; but may also span upland landscapes where wildlife movements
commonly occur. Bridged crossings can provide passage for larger mammals, such as deer, small mammals,
reptiles, amphibians, and some avian species. For ungulates that prefer open crossing structures, tall, wide
bridges are best. Specific considerations for bridge design to promote wildlife movement across the Corridor
include the following:

¢ Bridged crossings should extend to uplands beyond the scour zone of the stream.

¢ Runoff should not be directly routed to waterways where practicable (i.e., scuppers should not be utilized).
¢ Bridged crossings should be high enough to allow suitable light for vegetation to grow underneath, where
feasible.

¢ Vegetative cover should be provided or maintained near wildlife crossings to give animals security and
reduce negative effects of lighting and noise.
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* Upland areas (i.e., dry areas wildlife will use to cross beneath the bridge) shall consist of natural substrate.
Riprap, large rocks, and revetment matting shall not be placed within the areas intended to be used as wildlife
crossings. The dry upland area should remain relatively level to allow for wildlife passage. Steep slopes from
the abutment to the edge of the scour zone are not conducive to wildlife passage.

¢ Structures should be monitored for, and cleared of, obstructions such as detritus or silt blockages that impede
movement. Small mammals, carnivores, and reptiles avoid crossing structures with major detritus blockages.
¢ Fencing should not block entrances to crossing structures, and instead should direct animals towards
crossing structures, in locations where fencing is used.

¢ Fencing or low-profile barrier walls will be used to prevent animals from entering the highway corridor and
to direct animals to the crossing, in locations where fencing is used.

¢ Bridged crossings have potential to serve as corridors for movement of larger mammals such as deer and
coyotes. Because of this, attention should be given to provide design features such as vegetation that attracts
deer in order to “funnel” species to the designated crossing.

¢ Raised sections of road adjacent to wildlife crossings discourage animals from crossing roads, and should be
used when possible to encourage animals to use crossing structures.

1091 | Slikas, Donna

Attached are my comments regarding the Tier Two Draft EIS and other documentation that I would like
included for Public Record. I have already sent the attached, via US Postal Certified Mail, because I could NOT
submit what I wanted to include, via the “Comment Form” provided on the ILLIANA Corridor’s homepage,
and secondly, your email address was in question at time. Although a postal address was supplied for
submissions, an email address should have been made readily available for ease of use, and for people that
don’t have the ability to FAX documents from their homes. The ILLIANA Corridor’s website “Comment Form”
does NOT allow for the submission of attachments, allow for sending copies, or including images,
spreadsheets, etc. Email is much more inclusive. Why is it that there is no ILLIANA Corridor Team member’s
email address listed to receive one-to-one correspondence?

Technical issues may occasionally occur with the online comment submittal form. Since this comment was
received, it has been checked and is functioning properly. Multiple methods of submitting comments have
been provided so that members of the public always have the opportunity to comment. Comments are
encouraged to be submitted through the online form so they can be documented, included in the project record
and responded to as appropriate. Other ways to comment include sending a letter to the address provided on
the website, attending public hearings, and calling the toll-free Landowner Relations Line.
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1092 | Slikas, Donna

C

COMMENT/RESPONSE

The “sole” purpose of the ILLIANA Toll Way is to facilitate truck movement from Intermodal Terminals and
warehouses in Wilmington, Elwood and Joliet into Indiana and onto I-65. The negative impacts this
“professed”, model, public-private partnership Toll Way will have on the town of Lowell and the townships of
West Creek, Cedar Creek, and Eagle Creek, is monumental. The ILLIANA will be a detriment economically,
and environmentally and it is nothing more than a political folly at the expense of Indiana farmers, home
owners, land owners and taxpayers.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
llliana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

The impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT, INDOT, and documented in
the Tier Two FEIS. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where
impacts could not be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide
mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated
mitigation measures are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Social and Economic
(Section 3.2), Agricultural (Section 3.3) and Natural Resources (Section 3.8).

1093 | Slikas, Donna

The ILLIANA’s negative impacts have never changed, or have never really been addressed in the Tier One or
Tier Two Draft EIS. These negative impacts can be categorized into four categories: finance-related, ownership-
related, environmental-related, and study-related. Although, obvious to most, the many ILLIANA-related
unknowns, assumptions, and gross exaggerations, comprised in these four categories, should make anyone
balk at continuing on with a project costing billions. There needs to be more clarity.

Impacts from the Illiana Corridor are acknowledged and are documented in the Tier Two FEIS and ROD. The
Illiana Corridor Tier One and Tier Two EISs were prepared in accordance with all applicable federal guidance
including the recent MAP-21 federal transportation legislation. In addition, the Illiana Corridor study has
extensively coordinated with state and federal resource agencies during the development of the EIS in both Tier
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One and Tier Two through the NEPA-404 Merger Team process, and has been responsive in addressing
questions and comments generated by that process.

1094

Slikas, Donna

The ILLIANA Corridor Group’s study was flawed and misleading concerning projected population growth, job
creation (temporary, part-time, permanent, blue-collar, white-collar), the cost of construction and maintenance,
the number of vehicles that may utilize this road, the reduction of traffic on the Borman and Route 30, the cost
of tolls, drainage problems, the actual long-term costs associated with privatized (P3) roadways that can and
have been passed on to taxpayers, etc. Many of these issues/concerns were brought to the forefront in recent
articles appearing in the Chicago Tribune and Crane’s Chicago Business. Yet, both Indiana and Illinois
politicians want to throw more good money after bad.

The Illiana Corridor Study prepared market-based socio-economic forecasts, consistent with methodology to
satisfy requirements of NEPA. NEPA requires a rigorous, project level analysis that provides a detailed
measurement of the direct, indirect and cumulative effects of the project. A market based forecast is also
critical for preparing investment grade traffic and revenue studies. The market-based socio-economic forecasts
are described in Appendix B of the Tier Two FEIS. These market-based socio-economic forecasts are used as
input to the travel demand forecasting model. The travel demand forecasting model is a state-of-the-practice
model developed specifically for this project based on both regional and national travel models. The travel
demand forecasting model is documented in Appendix G of the Tier Two FEIS.

Estimated project costs are documented in Section 2.4.2 of the Tier Two FEIS and their development is
discussed in Appendix H, Cost Estimating Procedure for Roadway System. A toll sensitivity analysis was
developed as part of the Tier Two FEIS and included as Appendix C. This toll sensitivity analysis was
performed solely to present the sensitivity of traffic to a range of toll rate scenarios in support of the
development of the Tier Two EIS. This toll sensitivity analysis is not intended for use in financial and toll
policy decisions for the actual financing and operation of the proposed Illiana Corridor.

The hydrology of the area being impacted will change as a result of the proposed project. Drainage of the area
and changes to the drainage will be included in the design of the project.

1095

Slikas, Donna

Very viable and less costly, suggestions/alternatives to the ILLIANA, were presented to the ILLIANA Corridor
Study Group, IDOT, INDOT, and to the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission. Suggestions
and alternatives which would better serve the taxpayers, community and environment. These alternative
options were politely accepted, but never formally addressed, or heard of again.
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In the Tier One EIS, over 80 alternatives were identified by project stakeholders and examined for
environmental impacts and travel performance benefits. Representative alternatives were carried forward for
additional evaluation of travel benefits and impacts. Three corridors were analyzed in the Tier One DEIS and
FEIS: A3S2, B3, and B4. The Tier One ROD identified Corridor B3 as the selected corridor to advance, with the
No-Action Alternative, for additional analysis in Tier Two. Corridor B3 had substantially less socioeconomic
and environmental impacts than Corridor A3S2, and performed better in meeting the transportation Purpose
and Need than Corridor B4 while having comparable water resource impacts and lower overall socioeconomic
and environmental impacts. Corridor B3 also had the lowest cost and the least constructability challenges, and
had more public support than the other two corridors. Analysis of these alternatives is formally documented in
the Tier One FEIS. In Tier Two, comments on the alignment of Corridor B3 and the preferred alternative are
documented in the Tier Two FEIS, including in Appendix D, Alternatives to be Carried Forward Technical
Memorandum, and Appendix DD, Response to DEIS Comments.

1096 | Slikas, Donna

Posting the voting results, listed above, is especially important to people residing in Lowell and bordering
townships (Eagle Creek, West Creek, and Cedar Creek). People have a right to know the names of the
politicians who voted “YES”, allowing the ILLIANA boondoggle to move forward.

The Illiana Corridor study process is governed by NEPA, a federal law regulating federally funded projects.
Under the NEPA process, a range of alternatives, including a No-Action Alternative must be evaluated and the
impacts of the alternatives on the environment must be determined. Public comments regarding impacts are an
intrinsic part of this process; however, the final selection represents a balance of addressing transportation
needs, avoiding and reducing environmental impacts, and incorporating public input, including stakeholder
preference for a specific build- alternative or the No-Action Alternative. The selection of a preferred alternative,
including the No-Action Alternative is ultimately decided by mutual agreement of the FHWA, IDOT, and
INDOT based on the data presented in the Tier Two FEIS. The outcome of the NEPA process is not determined
by any vote, and the vote referenced in your comment is not applicable to the Illiana Corridor Study unless the
information was provided directly to IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA as a public comment. In that case, it would be
recorded as part of the project record. If you would like to obtain this information, it should be requested from
the entity that took and recorded the vote.

1097 | Smith, Carrie

Why aren’t the other alternatives on the I 65 interchange preferred? I see in your brochure that Alternative #1 is
preferred because it has the least impact to forest and farmland as compared to Alternative 2 and 3.

You are correct; as stated in Section 2.3.3.1 of the Tier Two FEIS, sectional alternative 12C, a "trumpet" design
interchange on the southernmost alternative alignment, was included as part of Alternative 1, the Preferred
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Alternative, in part due to its reduced impacts to forest and farmland.

1098 | Smith, Carrie C | Alternative #1 will not only put the southbound ramp extremely close to my house, it will also require my mom
and my neighbor to the East of me to be relocated. I think the IMPACT to established human residences should
be considered long before the impact to forest or farmland! Not to mention the cost of relocating these
residences.

R | Impacts to residences and businesses are also a consideration in recommending a Preferred Alternative. As
stated in Section 2.0 of the Tier Two FEIS, in addition to the reduction of environmental impacts, reduction of
impacts to the existing 153rd street crossing of I-65 and safety and operational characteristics of the interchange
type were also factors in this recommendation. There is one additional residential relocation in sectional
alternative 12C as compared to the other sectional alternatives, 12A and 12B, that were considered.

1099 | Smith, Carrie C | What “forest” is implicated? I don’t know of any actual forest that is near.

Please refer to Section 3.8.1.1 which discusses existing forests within the project corridor, impacts to forests, and
mitigation for impacts to forests for the project.

1100 | Smith, Carrie C | As far as the "farmland" that would be impacted, I would have to point out that "farmland" is less costly than
residential property.

R | Impacts to agricultural land are being assessed and are described in Section 3.3 of the Tier Two FEIS.
Coordination with regulatory agencies such as the NRCS and the Illinois Department of Agriculture is ongoing.
Agricultural land and residential relocations were both factors that were considered in the selection of the
Preferred Alternative. Land values will be determined by an appraisal process that is consistent with the
federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act (the Uniform Act).

1101 | Smith, Carrie C | I am requesting the further investigation of the Alternatives to the I-65 interchange be researched to see if
another alternative could be used to prevent the relocation of Roselyn Day and John Watkins.

R | The I-65 interchange selected as part of the Preferred Alternative was chosen based on its spacing from the IN 2
and US 231 interchanges. The current layout also avoids the 153rd Avenue bridge and high quality wooded
areas to the north, and provides proper spacing to the weigh station to the south. The layout chosen is
necessary to safely meet the expected travel demand of the interchange.

1102 | Spangler, Joe C | This road will end up being just like Coke II. No one likes it and no one will support it.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.
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1103 | Spangler, Joe

COMMENT/RESPONSE

Lets head what the toll will be up front and how you will enforce it. Truckers will go to 80 to avoid big tolls

In Section 2.0 of the Tier Two DEIS, a non-tolled option for the Illiana Corridor was dismissed from
consideration. Thus, it is anticipated that the Illiana Corridor will be tolled. As stated in Section 2.0 of the Tier
Two FEIS, initial traffic projections indicate that 5,400 to 8,200 trucks per day are projected to use the Illiana
Corridor by the year 2040 as a tolled facility. These projections include the consideration of "diversion" of some
traffic that will avoid a tolled facility. The Toll Sensitivity Analysis (Appendix C of the Tier Two FEIS) stated
that the Illiana Corridor could be anticipated to draw between 13,000 and 46,000 vehicles per day by 2040,
depending on the toll rate or if tolls are not applied. Even at the highest toll rates considered, the Illiana
Corridor still retains 28% of the projected traffic as compared to a non-tolled facility. The planning agencies for
northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to include the Illiana Corridor
in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state
funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both states have also passed legislation allowing
the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of constructing and operating the
proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not
committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier
Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the project, refer to Section 2.2.4 of the
FEIS.

1104 | Spangler, Joseph

I've heard if this road does not cash flow the government makes up the loss. Is this true?

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 Proposed Multi-Modal Transportation Improvement Program is expected to be over $8.6
billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both
Illinois and Indiana state highway programs go to maintaining the existing roads and bridges. The planning
agencies for northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to include the
Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding and loans
as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both states have also passed
legislation allowing the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of constructing
and operating the proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and
have not committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated
after the Tier Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the project, refer to Section
2.2.4 of the FEIS.
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1105 | Spangler, Joseph C | Also disclose how much toll will be up front not often it is built so truckers don’t have a surprise ask then if
they will not use it at what toll.
R | In Section 2.0 of the Tier Two DEIS, a non-tolled option for the Illiana Corridor was dismissed from

consideration. Thus, it is anticipated that the Illiana Corridor will be tolled. As stated in Section 2.0 of the Tier
Two FEIS, initial traffic projections indicate that 5,400 to 8,200 trucks per day are projected to use the Illiana
Corridor by the year 2040 as a tolled facility. These projections include the consideration of "diversion" of some
traffic that will avoid a tolled facility. The Toll Sensitivity Analysis (Appendix C of the Tier Two FEIS) stated
that the Illiana Corridor could be anticipated to draw between 13,000 and 46,000 vehicles per day by 2040,
depending on the toll rate or if tolls are not applied. Even at the highest toll rates considered, the Illiana
Corridor still retains 28% of the projected traffic as compared to a non-tolled facility. The planning agencies for
northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to include the Illiana Corridor
in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state
funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both states have also passed legislation allowing
the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of constructing and operating the
proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not
committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier
Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the project, refer to Section 2.2.4 of the
FEIS.

1106 | Spangler, Joseph

Finally this road would never be put where it is if the government was financing it.

The Illiana Corridor study process is governed by NEPA, a federal law regulating federally funded projects.
Under the NEPA process, a range of alternatives, including a No-Action Alternative must be evaluated and the
impacts of the alternatives on the environment must be determined. The final selection represents a balance of
addressing transportation needs, avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts, and incorporating public
input, including stakeholder preference for a specific build alternative or the No-Action Alternative. The
selection of a preferred alternative, including the No-Action Alternative is ultimately decided by mutual
agreement of the FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT based on the data presented in the Tier Two FEIS.

Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
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potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD.

1107

Spangler, Thomas

My biggest concerns along with the farms being split, we have seven family farms being completely destroyed
by this road and one of them, my concerns is drainage, farm drainage, farm tiles. I currently have just installed
a hundred thousand dollars worth of tile to tile the farm where I live and this road is going to completely tear
out every bit of it and that was my lifelong dream to be able to tile that and now it's going to have to be
completely redone and I know that the road will never do it like I would have it done.

Regarding locating field tiles, IDOT and INDOT have reached out to landowners through questionnaires, have
met with the Will County Farm Bureau and other local agencies, and have contacted three local tile installers to
collect available tile information. Some approximate tile locations are shown on the plans, but many existing
tile locations are unknown. IDOT and INDOT welcome any information you are able to provide regarding the
location of your field tile system. The State DOTs are required to accommodate these drainage networks, and
will do so either by perpetuating the tile across State ROW with high strength tile or outletting it into the
roadside ditch. The DOTs will own the facility and will maintain ownership of all drainage structures within
the proposed ROW. IDOT and INDOT will be the points of contact for all drainage-related inquiries.

1108

Spangler, Thomas

We are used to half a mile -- being the closest of a neighbor would be a half mile away. Now we are going to
have approximately 400 feet away from the interstate is where my house will be. It will be a constant battle
with noise and pollution and it's just going to be an aggravation trying to farm the half mile length farm where
I'live because there will be a little sliver of it to the south side of the road and the majority to the north, so it will
be about three miles just to go around to get to the other side, which will be a lot of an inconvenience and we
are just going to have a lot more pollution due to the idea that a lot of the garbage trucks that haul the garbage
to the dumps will be going down there and if you ever drive along any interstate, you will see all the plastic
bags that get sucked out by the wind.

The agricultural impacts associated with remnant parcels, such as landlocked parcels or uneconomical
remnants, have been preliminarily documented in the Tier Two FEIS in Section 3.3.3. These will be addressed
during the land acquisition process with each landowner where land acquisition is being requested. Potential
air quality and noise impacts are addressed in Sections 3.5 and 3.6, respectively, in the Tier Two FEIS.

1109

Spangler, Thomas

So that's my biggest concern that and it could be completely alleviated approximately four miles of it by
running it through the wasteland that they called a park which is Midewin. It's supposed to be a park and all it
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is is because the government didn't want to clean it up because all the pollution from all the ammunition there
made in World War II and Vietnam, contaminated soil, and the best way they cleaned it up was just blessing it
as a park. So they don't want to put it through there because of political concerns.

The Illiana Corridor was not considered for location in the MNTP due to the presence of native plants and
animals including 47 species designated with a specific status listed by the federal (USFWS) or state (State of
Illinois) government, its status as protected land under the Section 4(f) provisions of the U.S. Department of
Transportation Act, and Public Law 104-106 (created by an act of Congress) which states that "no new roads"
can be built through MNTP.

1110 | Spangler, Thomas

And along with that, there's a lot of local politicians that have other alternatives on where this road will make
them rich due to truck stops and that in their property and that the road is not going through them but it's close
enough that they could actually end up with possibly a truck stop.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS. We
would also like to note the following, the Illiana Corridor study process is governed by NEPA, a federal law
regulating federally funded projects. Under the NEPA process, a range of alternatives, including a No-Action
Alternative must be evaluated and the impacts of the alternatives on the environment must be determined. The
selection of the preferred alternative represents a balance of addressing transportation needs, avoiding and
minimizing environmental impacts, and incorporating public input, including stakeholder preference for a
specific build alternative or the No-Action Alternative. The selection of a preferred alternative, including the
No-Action Alternative is ultimately decided by mutual agreement of the FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT based on
the data presented in the Tier Two FEIS.

There are currently no proposed truck stops, rest areas, or oases planned as part of the Illiana Corridor Project.
IDOT and INDOT have analyzed the need for these facilities under their current policies and have determined
that they are not needed at this time. It is possible that these types of facilities may be built in the future if there
is a demonstrated need.

1111 | Sparks, Thomas

I am not in favor of the expressway being built as I feel that the impact to farmland and residences is too great
when compared to the actual likely usage.

The impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT, INDOT, and documented in
the Tier Two FEIS. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where
impacts could not be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide
mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated
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mitigation measures are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Social and Economic
(Section 3.2) and Agricultural (Section 3.3).

1112

Sparks, Thomas

I believe that most commercial vehicles will refuse to use it since it will be a tollway. They will continue to use
the Borman, instead, making it an expensive, divisive little used roadway.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals. The Illiana Corridor will increase
safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road system and onto a limited access
facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles of travel on arterial roads in the
study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety and reduce congestion in the
local communities. Refer to Tier Two FEIS Section 3.19.3 for volumes using the Illiana Corridor. Please also
refer to the Tier Two FEIS Appendix C, Toll Sensitivity Analysis for information regarding the relationship
between toll rates and expected traffic volumes, including expected truck volumes, retained on the Illiana
Corridor as the exact number of vehicles will be based on the toll policies selected.

1113

Sranich / Marshall,
Joyce & Dan / Lois

The propsal seems ok.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1114

Stickle, Jerry

I'm voicing my concerns toward the right of way boundaries laid out for my property. I've had an assessment
done with an interstate planning construction engineer and the results showed that the boundaries you seek
are ridiculously unnecessary from a professional point of view and I would add that my well and septic are
within these proposed right of way boundaries. Relocating my well raises concerns of regaining my currently
impeccable water quality and relocating my septic is an unnecessary and very expensive situation as well.
Engineers see no relevance for now and future reasons that construction would even come close to these two
items.
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Your property was identified as located along SR 55. The length of construction required on SR 55 is
determined by the lane configuration and storage lengths required at the intersection. New construction on SR
55 will be built to meet the state criteria for the functional classification of SR 55 and the projected 2040 traffic
on SR 55. The elevation of SR 55 had to be adjusted to correct existing sight distance issues. Reconstruction on
163rd Avenue is required to tie into the new elevation of SR 55 at the intersection location. Ditches and clear
zone will be provided with the reconstruction of 163rd Avenue. Not all of the ROW needed on this parcel is
permanent. The ROW shown in the vicinity of the existing driveway will be temporary for drive
reconstruction. Because the existing well is within the temporary ROW, the well will not need to be relocated.
INDOT and a land acquisition representative will work with you regarding any impact to your septic.

1115

Stickle, Jerry

The proposed right of way could reach the point of my home’s assessed value for “damage to property costs”
so as for money savings for the project and my own peace of mind I ask that you reduce the right of way to a
reasonable area for utilities and hardware and use TEMPORARY right of way boundaries for any elevation
changes you may need to do on my property and I will remain understanding with that consideration. I'm
aware of process and construction needs thanks to INDOT’s site specific explanations to me as well as my own
engineering knowledge to conclude that we can work together to save money and meet all our needs without
damaging my properties value.

Not all of the ROW needed on this parcel is permanent. The ROW shown in the vicinity of the existing
driveway referenced in your comment will be temporary for drive reconstruction. Because the existing well is
within the temporary ROW, the well may not need to be relocated. INDOT and a land acquisition
representative will work with you to assess your property situation and will consider issues regarding any
impact to your septic.

1116

Stickle, Jerry

With all fairness to other property owners, I see that you've met the needs of the radio tower owner as well as
the property owner down the street from me at 163rd and Harrison with the obviously moved right of way
lines completely away from his estate shown on the websites map. I ask that you consider me the same and I
will be more than cooperative with temporary lines.

Not all of the ROW needed on this parcel is permanent. The ROW shown in the vicinity of the existing
driveway referenced in your comment will be temporary for drive reconstruction. Because the existing well on
your property is within the temporary ROW, the well may not need to be relocated. INDOT and a land
acquisition representative will work with you regarding any impact to your septic.

1117

Straughen, Dawn

We have a well and are scared of having our only water source contaminated. The water table varies and is like
underground rivers so what is 3 feet down in one place can channel down to 80 feet in another. Who is going to
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supply us with water once it gets polluted?

The State DOTSs, as well as relevant stakeholder review agencies, are intent upon implementation of a number
of BMPs to capture roadway runoff and filter it prior to discharging from the proposed Illiana ROW. To the
extent possible, stormwater runoff will pass through a BMP prior to discharging from the ROW or infiltrating
into the ground. A significant portion of potential contaminants will be captured and retained on site. The
DOTs will also assess BMPs to minimize the amount of deicing salt applied during the winter months to reduce
the potential to increase chloride concentrations in surface waters and the groundwater. The DOTs value good
environmental policies and practices, and are dedicated to the long-term preservation of BMPs and their ability
to enhance the water quality of waterways and wetlands near the project corridor. A suite of BMPs will be
installed throughout the Illiana Corridor to minimize and mitigate potential impacts to surface waters and
groundwater. The intent is to capture and minimize the potential to contaminate groundwater to the extent
possible. The expectation is that the proposed roadway will not exacerbate the degradation of groundwater,
which could occur regardless of whether or not the facility is constructed due to existing roadways, septic
fields, farming practices, and other potential sources.

1118 | Straughen, Dawn

Who is going to make sure that our way of life is not going to change forever? We don’t want the road here it
does not benefit us!

IDOT and INDOT are responsible for providing safe, cost-effective transportation for Illinois and Indiana that
enhance quality of life, promote economic prosperity, and demonstrate respect for the environment. As part of
the Illiana Corridor Study, extensive stakeholder outreach and technical studies were used to identify a
preferred alignment that met the regional transportation need while avoiding or minimizing impacts to the
extent that was feasible. The impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT,
INDOT, and documented in the Tier Two FEIS.

1119 | Straughen, Dawn

We each have individual wells. The town is on a separate one.

The State DOTs, as well as relevant stakeholder review agencies, are intent upon implementation of a number
of BMPs to capture roadway runoff and filter it prior to discharging from the proposed Illiana ROW. To the
extent possible, stormwater runoff will pass through a BMP prior to discharging from the ROW or infiltrating
into the ground. A significant portion of potential contaminants will be captured and retained on site. The
DOTs will also assess BMPs to minimize the amount of deicing salt applied during the winter months to reduce
the potential to increase chloride concentrations in surface waters and the groundwater.
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The DOTs value good environmental policies and practices, and are dedicated to the long-term preservation of
BMPs and their ability to enhance the water quality of waterways and wetlands near the project corridor. A
suite of BMPs will be installed throughout the Illiana Corridor to minimize and mitigate potential impacts to
surface waters and groundwater. The intent is to capture and minimize the potential to contaminate
groundwater to the extent possible. The expectation is that the proposed roadway will not exacerbate the
degradation of groundwater, which could occur regardless of whether or not the facility is constructed due to
existing roadways, septic fields, farming practices, and other potential sources.

1120 | Sweeney, Jim C | The development of northwest Indiana over the last few decades has not been well planned and has led to the
obliteration of a lot of good farmland, the destruction of quality natural areas, increased pollution of our air and
water, and the squandering of valuable building resources that should have been used in a more responsible
manner. The kind of development that will follow a new expressway where the Illiana is proposed will be just
as damaging as this past development, but now it will be creeping into the Kankakee River floodplain.

R | Urban sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other
large highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and
zoning. The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and
cumulative impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have
land use and zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. According to forecasts for
2040, in Will, Kankakee, and Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and
employment would increase approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

Indirect and Cumulative Impacts, including to floodplains, are documented in Section 3.18 of the Tier Two
FEIS.

1121 | Sweeney, Jim C | Building the Illiana will divert limited development dollars away from the northern Indiana communities that
need redevelopment and whisk it away to obliterate quality agricultural land.

R | Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 Proposed Multi-Modal Transportation Improvement Program is expected to be over $8.6
billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both
Illinois and Indiana state highway programs go to maintaining the existing roads and bridges. The planning
agencies for northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to include the
Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding and loans
as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both states have also passed
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legislation allowing the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of constructing
and operating the proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and
have not committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated
after the Tier Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the project, refer to Section
2.2.4 of the FEIS.

1122

Sweeney, Jim

Everything having to do with the Illiana will net a huge negative environmental impact on the Kankakee River
watershed. Increased traffic will impact the air quality, the onslaught of impervious surfaces will dramatically
increase polluted runoff, open space will obviously disappear, large swaths of good farmland will be
destroyed.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Agricultural (Section 3.3), Air Quality
(Section 3.5), Natural Resources (Section 3.8), Water Resources and Aquatic Habitats (Section 3.9) and
Groundwater Resources (Section 3.10).

1123

Sweeney, Jim

The Kankakee River in Illinois is one of the most biologically rich rivers in the Midwest and has numerous
species that are listed as threatened and endangered in Indiana and Illinois and some that are federally listed. It
is the source of drinking water for 100,000 people and one of the best angling rivers in Illinois, The River and its
floodplain in Indiana are still valuable natural resources worthy of protection. The US Fish and Wildlife Service
proposed a new National Wildlife Refuge along the river in Indiana that was approved in 1999. That planning
continues and it is our opinion that the NWR proposal and other restoration projects can provide a very
positive economic impact in the future. They will undoubtedly be negatively impacted by a new Illiana
highway. Dilution is NOT the solution to pollution.

IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA has been in direct communication with USFWS and has proceeded with sensitivity
regarding minimizing potential impacts to both threatened or endangered species and their habitat occurring
in proximity of the proposed Illiana Corridor. Through continued discussions with USFWS every effort will be
made to minimize impacts to listed threatened or endangered species or appropriate habitat occurring within,
or in close proximity to, the proposed highway corridor routing. The proposed refuge occurs south of the
[lliana Corridor along the Kankakee River and will not be impacted by the Illiana Corridor. It is our
understanding that the USFWS has tabled its action to place the acreage into refuge status until they acquire
additional partnerships and funding for the project.
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Sweeney, Jim

C
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One very important point that is getting overlooked is the availability of water in the Lowell area. Lake
Michigan water is not available for development in the Kankakee River basin. Where will all that water come
from that will be needed for the development that comes with the Illiana? You need to answer this question.

Excluding the Illiana Corridor, future development will be controlled by the county and/or municipalities (not
the State DOTs) and will depend on market demand, local plans and zoning permissions, and other factors
including water supply and utilities which are not under the control by the State DOTs. The DOTs do not have
control of the management of water distribution. This situation would occur regardless of the construction of
the Illiana Corridor. As growth occurs, with or without the Illiana Corridor project, the local responsible
agencies will have to assess growth patterns and expand facilities as necessary to accommodate the future
growth.

1125

Sweeney, Jim

The impacts need to include the predictable invasion of invasive species of plants throughout the construction
zone and highway right of way

Close adherence to the soil erosion and sediment control plans will minimize the spread of invasive species by
providing immediate groundcover to final graded areas. Native species will be planted along the roadway
where practical to establish slopes and to minimize the spread of invasive seeds. Practices such as high
mowing early in the season will minimize the growth of non-native grasses and forbs which tend to set seed
earlier in the season than native vegetation. Prescribed burns will be conducted where practical and safe for
native prairie areas within the right-of-way. For further information regarding mitigation commitments, refer
to Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1126

Thompson, W. Joan

Preferring Alternative 1 since it will not take the home I have that I have worked so hard for.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1127

Tierney, Dawn Marie

I am writing in strong opposition to the proposed Illiana Tollway/Peotone Airport. This project is unnecessary
and unwanted. I live in Illinois, our elected officials are failing us miserably. We are broke, can't pay our bills,
our credit ratings have been downgraded. Our bridges and existing roads are in disrepair, especially after such
a harsh winter. We don't have money for potholes, but they (you) want to shove an estimated $1.5billion
tollroad down our throats. I have a problem with all of this. If the states don't have the money, this should not
be built. This is fiscally irresponsible on all accounts and is destined to fail.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
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programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals. The Illiana Corridor Study is not connected with the South Suburban Airport Study. The
two projects have independent utility and serve different purposes.

It is understood that surface transportation infrastructure needs exceed funds available for improvements.
Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD.

1128 | Tierney, Dawn Marie

My next issue is the farmland this will destroy, disrupt or eliminate. How do you replace this? How can you
possibly compensate fairly for this? We need food, we don't need another damn road. Especially a road we
can't afford. Not everyone can farm, it is not an easy life. We should thank our farmers and give them an
elevated respect, for helping to feed each and everyone of us. Who will replace them and their valuable
contribution to these areas?

Impacts to agricultural land are being assessed and are described in Section 3.3 of the Tier Two FEIS. Land
values will be determined by an appraisal process that is consistent with the federal Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act.

1129 | Tierney, Dawn Marie

At some point, I wait for something sensible to come out of any of this, I just don't see it. Here is my list of
concerns: This project is unwanted/unnecessary
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The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
llliana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

1130 | Tierney, Dawn Marie

Projections are manipulated, miscalculated and falsified

Market-based forecasts of future population and employment growth were developed for the Illiana Corridor
Study. The market-based socio-economic forecasts are based on 2010 Census data, historic population and
employment data, current and previous CMAP/NIRPC/CATS/NIPC socioeconomic forecasts, land availability
for development, population holding capacity, demographic data and trends (household size, migration
patterns, etc.), local land use policies, and independent Woods & Poole economic forecasts. This market-based
forecasting methodology was approved by CMAP staff.

1131 | Tierney, Dawn Marie

No funding, other than "private investors", possibly foreign

It is understood that surface transportation infrastructure needs exceed funds available for improvements.
Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD. Regardless of project funding, the states will have ownership of the facility.

1132 | Tierney, Dawn Marie

Devastating loss of farms and farmland, homes and businesses

All large projects such as the Illiana Corridor have unavoidable impacts; however, the Illiana Corridor Tier Two
EIS study has made its first priority to avoid impacts. In cases where impacts could not be avoided, the study
team worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid
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impacts. The project's principles of minimizing impacts include avoiding impacts to agricultural resources.
The impacts of farmland being taken out of agricultural production and the cash crops receipts lost were
evaluated in Section 3.3 of the Tier Two FEIS. Economic impacts were evaluated in Section 3.2 of the Tier Two
FEIS.

1133 | Tierney, Dawn Marie

Loss of local roads

The roadway connectivity plan was developed based on traffic counts and projections, as well as in
coordination with a variety of project stakeholders including local governments, landowners, school districts,
police, civic groups, and fire and emergency response teams. Efforts were made to maintain existing routes to
the extent feasible and where routes could not be maintained, either during construction or as part of the final
facility plan, alternative routing was evaluated to minimize the change in travel patterns. As documented in the
Tier Two FEIS, 70% of all existing roads that cross the Illiana Corridor will remain open. The roadway
connectivity plan outlined in the Tier Two FEIS is what IDOT and INDOT intend to construct.

1134 | Tierney, Dawn Marie

Promotes urban sprawl

Urban sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other
large highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and
zoning. The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and
cumulative impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have
land use and zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. IDOT granted Will County
$500,000 to work with adjacent municipalities and other stakeholders to develop a multi-jurisdictional land use
plan because IDOT does not have local jurisdiction. According to forecasts for 2040, in Will, Kankakee, and
Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and employment would increase
approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

1135 | Tierney, Dawn Marie

Destroys natural resources

All large projects such as the Illiana Corridor have unavoidable impacts; however, the Illiana Corridor Tier Two
EIS study has made its first priority to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not be avoided, the study
team worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid
impacts. The project's principles of minimizing impacts include avoiding impacts to natural resources.
Unavoidable impacts to natural resources and wetlands as well as mitigation commitments for impacts to these
resources are documented in Section 3.8 and Section 3.12 of the Tier Two FEIS.
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Degrades our rural areas

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1137

Tierney, Dawn Marie

Violates property rights

|
C
R
C
R

The right of eminent domain is granted in Article 1, Section 15 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois. Article
1, Section 10 of the Constitution of the State of Indiana affirms “No person's property shall be taken by law,
without just compensation; nor, except in case of the State, without such compensation first assessed and
tendered.”

Both IDOT and INDOT follow the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act) in evaluating property needed for transportation projects. An appraisal
must be obtained by the State to determine fair market value, and an offer of just compensation must be made
based on the appraised fair market value. Just compensation is the fair market value of the property and
damages (loss of value) to the remainder of the property if only a portion of the property is required. The
property owner is invited to be present at the appraisal, and has the right to point out items that should be
considered in the appraisal. If the acquisition requires relocation, the landowner may be eligible for
reimbursement of reasonable and necessary moving expenses and/or supplemental housing payments. More
information about the Uniform Act policies is available at:
https://www.thwa.dot.gov/realestate/realprop/index.html#comp

1138

Tierney, Dawn Marie

Harms and disrupts wildlife

All large projects such as the Illiana Corridor have unavoidable impacts; however, the Illiana Corridor Tier Two
EIS study has made its first priority to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not be avoided, the study
team worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid
impacts. The project's principles of minimizing impacts include avoiding impacts to natural resources.
Unavoidable impacts to wildlife as well as mitigation commitments for impacts to these resources are
documented in Section 3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1139

Tierney, Dawn Marie

I also have a problem with Pat Quinn handing a project of this magnitude, over to IDOT/INDOT. So, who
represents us? Sorry, this is wrong and irresponsible. I used to flag traffic, one of the first things they taught us
(certified through IDOT) was, WHEN IN DOUBT, STOP! I find this applies to most everything. Please apply
this to your actions.
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Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS. We
would also like to note the following, the Illiana Corridor study process is governed by NEPA, a federal law
regulating federally funded projects. As the state departments of transportation, IDOT and INDOT, along with
the FHWA, are the joint lead agencies for the Illiana Corridor study. Public comments regarding impacts are
an intrinsic part of this process; however, the final selection represents a balance of addressing transportation
needs, avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts, and incorporating public input, including stakeholder
preference for a specific build alternative or the No-Action Alternative. The selection of a preferred alternative,
including the No-Action Alternative is ultimately decided by mutual agreement of the FHWA, IDOT, and
INDOT based on the data presented in the Tier Two FEIS.

1140 | Umbright, Brian

The Illiana Expressway Project is a project of local and regional significance & has garnered unprecedented bi-
state support. The preliminary engineering study has been conducted in a thorough and thoughtful manner.
Significant stakeholder coordination and environmental stewardship have been hallmarks of both the Tier 1
and 2 processes. No greenfield project can gain 100% acceptance. Nevertheless the Illiana Preferred Alternative
should receive a affirmative ROD and design approval.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1141 | Vansicku, Melanie

How many politicians pockets are being lined to get this done? it is unnecessary, stupid, will only create
temporary jobs, create noise and land pollution, and ruin a beautiful area. Appalling!

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

The long term impacts including jobs are derived from the travel time savings associated with the finished
project. Travel time savings for passengers and freight are monetized into dollar savings and final demand for
households and industries. Those savings are then calculated to have multiplied impacts throughout the

Illiana Corridor

DD-535 Tier Two Final Environmental Impact Statement




RESPONSE TO DEIS COMMENTS — INDIVIDUALS

C = Comment R= Response

*All comments listed have been incorporated into the project record.*
# ‘ NAME

COMMENT/RESPONSE

economy. Over the entire operations analysis period (30 years) the project is estimated to create 26,151 job years
or an average of 872 jobs-years each year.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Social and Economic (Section 3.2), Noise
(Section 3.6), Special/Hazardous Waste (Section 3.13), and Visual Resources (Section 3.17).

1142

Vaughn, Loyd

This project will ease traffic concerns, and help local economy

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1143

Wallace, James &
Frances

We have lived on this farm since 1972 and we do not want to relocate! Why do they want to take the whole
farm?

The property in question is located near the intersection of IL-129 and Stripmine Road. This intersection will be
improved to include turn lanes that will allow vehicles to move safely through the intersection. The presence
of wetlands on the south side of Stripmine Road force widening to the north side of the road, where the
property in question is located. Determination of full or partial acquisition will be determined during the land
acquisition process.

1144

Wallk, Anthony

I support building the Illiana Corridor, this roadway will encourage new economic activity and over 13,000
short-term construction related employment opportunities. This will be vital for providing new volume and the
linking of interstate systems ay I-55, I-57 and Indiana’s I-65. The Illiana Corridor will increase regional mobility
and the proficient movement of freight. This expressway will decrease the strain of truck traffic on local roads
as well as I-80 and 1I-55 and importantly improving safety, cutting commuting times to work, and reducing
congestion.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1145

Walters, Lynn

I have been contacted by several property owners who are concerned about the impact this will have on their
homes. I would like to be aware of what is happening so I can better serve them.

Your contact information has been added to the project mailing list to ensure that you receive information
about the Illiana Corridor Study as it becomes available. Project information is also available via the project
website at http://illianacorridor.org.
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COMMENT/RESPONSE

How soon will we know if this property will be purchased? The sellers must move due to relocation company.

Offers to buy property in Illinois are anticipated to occur after federal approval of the Tier Two ROD.

1147 | Weiand, Candance

I'have a flooding problem now and I'm really worried about the road work will cause me more flooding. The
water runs in a ditch on 41 runs down about 5 houses north of me, then goes all the way across 4 lanes of traffic
and then runs south into West Creek. It often gets clogged under 41 and then backs up into my yard.

The proposed Illiana crossing of West Creek is approximately 1.4 miles downstream from your location. This is
outside the area of influence in which the proposed bridge over West Creek could have an effect on your
property. IDOT and INDOT are required to maintain existing drainage patterns to the extent feasible.
Therefore, your current flooding problems will not be made worse by the project, nor will they be fixed or
improved by the project.

1148 | Westerfield, James

Do they seriously believe the majority of NW Indiana is and I quote “foresquare behind this project” and
actually wants the expansion and sprawl they describe in the article. I think not.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS. We
would also like to note the following, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA are aware of that there are opponents to the
project. Letters of opposition are documented in the Tier Two FEIS and the project record.

Urban sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other
large highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and
zoning. The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and
cumulative impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have
land use and zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. According to forecasts for
2040, in Will, Kankakee, and Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and
employment would increase approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

1149 | Westerfield, James

The saddest part of this exercise in futility is that in my travels (limited though they may be) I have found that
most NW Indiana residents have little to no idea of what the proposal actually is, let alone the rout is
purportedly going to travel.

Throughout the Illiana Corridor Study, IDOT and INDOT have undertaken a robust public involvement
process to ensure that members of the public are able to obtain information and regular updates about the
project. Section 6.0 of the Tier Two FEIS, Public Comments and Agency Coordination, and Appendix Z,
Stakeholder Meetings and Correspondence, documents all of the outreach efforts undertaken during Tier Two.
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Announcing the release of the Tier Two DEIS and Public Hearing alone included notifications sent to over 3,000
e-mail addresses and over 4,000 mailing addresses; publication of the Tier Two DEIS on the project website and
hard copies available at the IDOT offices, INDOT offices, and seven libraries in the Study Area; advertisements

in six online publications; and ads sent to eight municipalities.

1150 | Westerfield, James

My primary frustration with this whole thing is that no one seems to “want” to hear anything negative in
anyway about the whole project. The powers that be seem to be so certain that their interpretation is correct
that they refuse to believe that there is even a possibility that there could be a problem with the primary
concept. The locals seem to be brain washed that there will be a gold min of new and seriously high income
careers generated within ten seconds of the projects beginning.

The impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT, INDOT, and documented in
the Tier Two ACFTM, DEIS, and FEIS. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid
impacts, in cases where impacts could not be avoided, the study team worked to minimize impacts and will
provide mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts.

1151 | Westerfield, James

I'm furious about the whole project because I don't see what it's going to do. And to be quite honest, I'm trying
to find a legitimacy for it, because, yeah, we need economic developments.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

1152 | Westerfield, James

The project they're putting here, they're hoping everything will just materialize in four or five years. It won't; it
can't.

Market-based forecasts of future population and employment growth were developed for the Illiana Corridor
Study. The market-based socio-economic forecasts are based on 2010 Census data, historic population and
employment data, current and previous CMAP/NIRPC/CATS/NIPC socioeconomic forecasts, land availability
for development, population holding capacity, demographic data and trends (household size, migration
patterns, etc.), local land use policies, and independent Woods & Poole economic forecasts.
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Westerfield, James

COMMENT/RESPONSE

I've asked over and over, "Why don't they just build this overpass a lot further down the state?"

The southernmost freeway and arterial alternatives studied in Tier One (Alternatives C4 and B-2 respectively)
had among the worst performance of all alternatives in addressing Purpose and Need measures. An
alternative even further to the south would be expected to have similar poor performance.

1154

Westerfield, James

I do not see how they're projecting this thing. As the man said inside, none of the numbers make any sense,
they're all extremely exaggerated. I know how to calculate work hours, man hours, whatever you want to call
it. None of their numbers make any sense, it's just . . .

Section 3.2.4 of the Tier Two FEIS documents both short-term and long-term economic impacts, including the
methodology, assumptions, and results. A regional input-output economic model was used to develop these
employment impacts. A regional input-output economic model is an accepted approach for employment
impact analysis. The 26,148 long-term jobs that are expected to be created by the Illiana Corridor are in job
years. "Job years" is a standard economic measurement of long-term employment impacts (for example,
typically used for federal Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery grant applications) and
can mean in this case, 26,148 jobs lasting for one year, or 2,615 jobs lasting for ten years, or 872 job lasting for
thirty years, or an equivalent. These 26,248 long-term jobs translate in to $1.2 billion in wages. Overall, the
total long-term (2018 - 2047) economic output, which represents the total value of goods and services produced
by the economy, is expected to increase by $3.7 billion due to the Illiana Corridor.

1155

Westerfield, James

The whole project, all I see it doing is moving that -- the whatchamacallit -- the bottleneck from 365 and 80/94,
all it doing is moving it to I-65. How does that improve anything? And I-65 hasn't got the structure to handle it..

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Iliana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals. The Illiana Corridor will increase
safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road system and onto a limited access
facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles of travel on arterial roads in the
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study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety and reduce congestion in the
local communities. I-65 is proposed to be widened from 2-lanes in each direction to 3-lanes in each direction
from US 30 to SR 2. The traffic analysis performed for the I-65 interchange with the Illiana Corridor shows that
even with 2-lanes in each direction, I-65 would operate at an acceptable level of service. However, the
proposed widening of 1-65 will further improve safety.

1156

Wilcox, Mary

The IDOT, whatever you want to call them, Illiana, they don't give us warning when they are coming. They
have came three times unannounced on our property. We told them where the tiles are and they are saying it's
a wetlands. I was told in there that somebody told them that we don't own the property. We do. We pay tax on
it every year.

Right-of-entry letters were sent to property owners within the 2,000-foot planning corridor on April 11, 2012
and January 28, 2013. Additionally, field employees are required to provide 48-hour notice to landowners prior
to soil borings and 24-hour notice prior to surveys. They must also attempt to inform landowners in-person
prior to entering their property. Door hangers are also used to alert property owners when field crews are
entering and leaving properties. Staff performing field studies on behalf of IDOT are allowed under state law to
enter any property necessary to complete their work: (605 ILCS 5/4-503) (from Ch. 121, par. 4-503) Sec. 4-503.
For the purpose of making subsurface soil surveys, preliminary surveys and determinations of the amount and
extent of such land, rights or other property required, the Department, or any county, by its officers, agents or
employees, after written notice to the known owners and occupants, if any, may enter upon the lands or waters
of any person, but subject to responsibility for all damages which shall be occasioned thereby. (Source: P.A. 84-
713.)

1157

Wilcox, Mary

They block things out but they don't block it all out. I have five acres that once the road is in, the other three
acres is going to be blocked but that's not taken care of, that's fine they said. But then they blocked out this
other area that if I can pay for the electric, I can go underneath it, but they block it out and they are willing to
pay for it but they say they will pay $7,000 for it and the government made our property lower when originally
our property was $10,000 when they started this whole big deal. So I think I should still get $10,000 or more
because I'm not sitting on my ass like they are because they are trying to get it down as low as they can because
the first appointment they told us we were only going to get $7,000 an acre, and then when we found out it was
worth 10 to 12,000, I got things in the mail last year that it was up to 12,000 but when they started this it was
10,000 an acre.

No purchase offers have been made or prices discussed with property owners in Illinois by state officials or
study team members, except as hypothetical examples not specific to a location. Properties cannot be left
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landlocked; the state either ha to provide access or an offer to purchase made. An appraisal must be obtained
by the State to determine fair market value, and an offer of just compensation must be made based on the
appraised fair market value. Just compensation is the fair market value of the property and damages (loss of
value) to the remainder of the property if only a portion of the property is required. The property owner is
invited to be present at the appraisal, and has the right to point out items that should be considered in the
appraisal. If the acquisition requires relocation, the landowner may be eligible for reimbursement of reasonable
and necessary moving expenses and/or supplemental housing payments. More information about the Uniform
Act policies is available at: https://www.thwa.dot.gov/realestate/realprop/index.html#comp

1158

Wilcox, Mary

So I understand that it was 10,000 and then somebody sold their property for 12 and now all of a sudden the
government is telling us that our property has been valued down lower and now people can't sell their houses
for 9 but they are not considering that we are in a rut. Everybody is losing their jobs and everything, I
understand. That doesn't mean our property value went down, it just means the President is not getting -- they
are making our property go down lower -- they made our jobs go down but our property didn't go down
lower, the property stayed the same. I mean, my Oak Lawn house went up in real estate and farmland went
down. Why? There's no reason for that area to go down.

No purchase offers have been made or prices discussed with property owners in Illinois by state officials or
study team members, except as hypothetical examples not specific to a location. Properties cannot be left
landlocked; the state either ha to provide access or an offer to purchase made. An appraisal must be obtained
by the State to determine fair market value, and an offer of just compensation must be made based on the
appraised fair market value. Just compensation is the fair market value of the property and damages (loss of
value) to the remainder of the property if only a portion of the property is required. The property owner is
invited to be present at the appraisal, and has the right to point out items that should be considered in the
appraisal. If the acquisition requires relocation, the landowner may be eligible for reimbursement of reasonable
and necessary moving expenses and/or supplemental housing payments. More information about the Uniform
Act policies is available at: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/realestate/realprop/index.html#comp

1159

Wilcox, Mary

I mean, I asked if I could put -- they are taking so much property away from me, I asked them well, let me get a
road cut. We are not getting a wall, so let me make a restaurant for the truckers, you know, have them pull in
from the highway in and make it like get coffee, get a rest stop and so I could make money because you are
taking all my property away from me, you know, let me make something, you know, let me be an entrepreneur
so I'm not losing my retirement money because that's what I was going to live on.
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R | For a limited access highway facility such as the Illiana Corridor, connectivity is limited to interchange
locations, which are generally spaced several miles apart.

Both IDOT and INDOT follow the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act) in evaluating property needed for transportation projects. An appraisal
must be obtained by the State to determine fair market value, and an offer of just compensation must be made
based on the appraised fair market value. Just compensation is the fair market value of the property and
damages (loss of value) to the remainder of the property if only a portion of the property is required. The
property owner is invited to be present at the appraisal, and has the right to point out items that should be
considered in the appraisal. If the acquisition requires relocation, the landowner may be eligible for
reimbursement of reasonable and necessary moving expenses and/or supplemental housing payments. More
information about the Uniform Act policies is available at:
https://www.thwa.dot.gov/realestate/realprop/index.html#comp

If your property is required for the Illiana, IDOT will contact you and land acquisition representatives will
coordinate with landowners on a one-on-one basis to determine the actual acquisition that will occur in
accordance with state and federal laws. Determination of property acquisitions are based on each properties'
unique circumstances, therefore the amount of property to be acquired is determined on a case-by-case basis.

1160 | Wilcox, Mary C | So if I have to be more preventative, put a roadway towards my house so that I can get rid of the barn and I can
make a little more money. And they told me I can't do it because I live too close to the interstate but I have gone
on -- I travel, okay?

R | The Illiana Corridor study process is governed by NEPA, a federal law regulating federally funded projects.
Under the NEPA process, a range of alternatives, including a No-Action Alternative must be evaluated and the
impacts of the alternatives on the environment must be determined. Public comments regarding impacts are an
intrinsic part of this process; however, the final selection represents a balance of addressing transportation
needs, avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts, and incorporating public input, including stakeholder
preference for a specific build alternative or the No-Action Alternative. The selection of a preferred alternative,
including the No-Action Alternative is ultimately decided by mutual agreement of the FHWA, IDOT, and
INDOT based on the data presented in the Tier Two FEIS.

1161 | Wilcox, Mary C | I'wasalso told that I can't crop all the way to the road, you know, corn, the corn crops or soybeans up to the
road.
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Crops will not be allowed to grow in the roadway right of way. Property owners may continue to grow crops
on their land up to the state right of way. Property owners will be compensated for any land acquired for the
project at fair market value per the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Act.

1162 | Williams, Sue

I am writing to let you know that I oppose the building of the Illiana expressway. The road is going to cost us
too much, destroy our land, and only provide temporary jobs to construction workers. Those same workers
could be fixing the roads and overpasses and ramps we have now. I don't like that this appears to have been a
done deal from the start. Studies show that the road is a bad idea. Why did we pay for the studies if we
disregard the results? The people should have a say in what happens to their state, not just the politicians.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
[lliana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

The Illiana Corridor study process is governed by NEPA, a federal law regulating federally funded projects.
Under the NEPA process, a range of alternatives, including a No-Action Alternative must be evaluated and the
impacts of the alternatives on the environment must be determined. The final selection represents a balance of
addressing transportation needs, avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts, and incorporating public
input, including stakeholder preference for a specific build alternative or the No-Action Alternative. The
selection of a preferred alternative, including the No-Action Alternative is ultimately decided by mutual
agreement of the FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT based on the data presented in the Tier Two FEIS and ROD.

1163 | Zimmerman, Lee

I live in Crete, Illinois, and of course I'm interested in this project. I'm happy to see that there's something
happening on this, this is something that's been needed for a long time. As one who drives the Borman quite a
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bit, I'm all for anything that will take the truck traffic off of the Borman and give it back to cars.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1164 | Zurad, Robert

Shouldn/t the number of vehicles using the Illiana X-Way be 20,000 per day vs. 20,000 per year as indicated in
your article dated 1-28-2014 in the NWI Times?

Refer to Tier Two FEIS Section 3.19.3 for volumes using the Illiana Corridor. The number of vehicles is quoted
per day not per year. Please refer to the Tier Two FEIS Appendix C, Toll Sensitivity Analysis for information
regarding the relationship between toll rates and expected traffic volumes on the Illiana Corridor as the exact
number of vehicles will be based on the toll policies selected.

1165 | Zurad, Robert

Oops! Sorry......sent first message and then reread the article and noticed 20,000 vehicles per day at end of your
article. On the front it said 20,000 per year.

Your correction to your earlier comment regarding the Illiana Corridor proposed traffic numbers is noted.
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1166

Sierra Club

COMMENT/RESPONSE

The Illiana Tollway will cause serious and everlasting negative impacts on our wildlife, land resources, and
waterways. The draft Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement that was just released demonstrates that the
preferred alternative corridor would lead to relocation of families and business, destruction of habitat, and
pollution of our environment. Of the limited alternatives IDOT and INDOT present, the No-Build Alternative is
the only option to prevent this destruction, protect our natural resources, and save the states from a financial
boondoggle.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Social and Economic (Section 3.2), Natural
Resources (Section 3.8), and Water Resources and Aquatic Habitats (Section 3.9). The Preferred Alternative
represents a balance of addressing transportation needs, avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts, and
incorporating public input.

1167

Sierra Club

The Illiana would relocate families, farms, and businesses for a road that has not been shown to provide any
significant economic or mobility benefits is unacceptable.

The relocation of families, farms, and businesses is a recognized impact. Through the Tier One corridor
selection process, the number of relocations was evaluated. One of the main considerations in selecting
Corridor B3 over the northern corridors evaluated in the Tier One FEIS was the lower number of families,
farms, and businesses that would need to be relocated in Corridor B3 when compared to the northern
alternatives. However, the Tier Two Preferred Alternative will still require the relocation of some families,
farms and businesses. The economic and mobility benefits are presented in the Tier Two FEIS in Section 2.3,
Development and Evaluation of Build Alternatives; and Section 3.2.4, Economic Impacts.

1168

Sierra Club

The Illiana would pollute high-quality rivers and creeks and pave over wetlands, encroaching on protected
areas such as the Kankakee River Watershed and the Des Plaines Conservation Area, altering over 26,000 feet of
waterways in Illinois and Indiana.
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All required permits and approvals will be obtained prior to impacting wetlands or other waters of the US
(including in-stream work). At the federal level, these permits include: Section 404 of the CWA and Section 10
of the River and Harbors Act. At the state level, the permits/approvals may include: Section 401 of the CWA
(water quality certification) and Antidegradation Review, NPDES, state floodplain/floodway construction
permits, the Indiana Lowering of Ten Acre Lakes Act, Illinois IWPA, and Indiana Isolated Wetland Permit. As
required by federal and state rules and regulations, mitigation will be provided to compensate for unavoidable
impacts to wetlands/water resources and to minimize affects to the environment.

The State DOTs will implement a number of BMPs throughout the Illiana Corridor to minimize and mitigate
potential impacts to aquatic resources and the natural environment. The USACE, USFWS, USEPA, IEPA,
IDEM, and the State DNRs will be given the opportunity to participate with the DOTs, as necessary, in the BMP
planning for the project through the CWA Section 401/404 permitting process. The proposed improvements
would be designed so that post-construction stormwater runoff quality would be treated and runoff quantity
would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention, or other stormwater practice before discharge to
surface waters. With the implementation of BMPs, indirect impacts to off-site wetlands/water resources
(including water quality), as a result of the proposed improvements are anticipated to be minimal.

Section 3.8, Section 4, and Appendix R of the Tier Two FEIS detail impacts to the DPSFWA. Currently, the
portion of the DPSFWA adjacent to the Illiana project is predominantly agricultural land, interspersed with tree
lines, and a pheasant farm. Agricultural lands provide minimal habitat opportunities for wildlife, but can
provide seasonal cover and forage. Higher quality wildlife habitat within the DPSFWA is located adjacent to I-
55, which has 2040 ADTs nearly double that of the proposed Illiana. Therefore, I-55 is anticipated to be the
overriding factor potentially affecting wildlife within the higher quality habitat of the DPSFWA.

As discussed above, appropriate permits and approvals will be obtained prior to any proposed impacts to the
Kankakee River and its tributaries. However, at the Illiana Corridor, the Kankakee River Watershed itself is not
afforded legal protection similar to Section 4(f) lands.

1169 | Sierra Club

The Illiana would harm the capacity of the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie to serve as wildlife habitat, but
planners have failed even to propose actions to mitigate this permanent loss.

Mitigation for impacts to wildlife within MNTP is presented in Section 3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS. On April 4,
2014, April 23, 2014, and June 18, 2014 coordination meetings were held among IDOT, INDOT, FHWA, the
MNTP, USFWS, USACE, and USEPA to discuss potential mitigation measures for potential indirect traffic noise
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effects to grassland birds at MNTP. Through this process, the MNTP has presented mitigation options that they
would like IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA to consider for the project. After considering the agencies” input, IDOT,
INDOT, and FHWA have developed a mitigation package for impacts to grassland bird habitat in MNTP. The
mitigation commitments for grassland bird habitat in MNTP are included in Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS.
This mitigation package includes a commitment to provide $2.5 million in funding for grassland bird habitat
acquisition and/or restoration in the vicinity of the Illiana Corridor project.

1170

Sierra Club

The proposed alternative would directly impact federally threatened and endangered species, including the
sheepnose mussel and northern long-eared bat.

Currently the northern long-eared bat is proposed for listing as an endangered species. As presented in Section
3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS, formal consultation with the USFWS had been initiated for impacts to federally
threatened and endangered species (including the sheepnose mussel and northern long-eared bat) potentially
impacted by the proposed Illiana. A Biological Assessment has been completed for the proposed Illiana
Corridor and submitted to the USFWS; the USFWS accepted the BA on May 14, 2014, which initiated formal
consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. The BA is included in Appendix N to the Tier
Two FEIS. Section 3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS summarizes the Biological Assessment, including the proposed
mitigation for impacts to federally threatened and endangered species. IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have been in
direct communication with the USFWS and have proceeded with sensitivity regarding minimizing impacts to
threatened and endangered species, as well as their habitat within the project footprint and in proximity of the
proposed Illiana Corridor.

Through continued discussions with the USFWS, every effort will be made to minimize impacts to threatened
and endangered species and their habitat occurring within, or in close proximity to, the proposed Illiana
Corridor. Best management practices have been developed for the operational phase of the project to protect
area waters including the Kankakee River and its tributaries as well as sensitive habitat and listed species that
have been identified within or adjacent to the Illiana Corridor. During construction, strict adherence to the soil
erosion and sediment control plans will be required and the measures identified in the Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan will be installed as designed in the plan.

1171

Sierra Club

The proposed bridge over the Kankakee River would irrevocably subject this biologically critical waterway to
pollutants.

The proposed improvements would be designed so that post-construction stormwater runoff quality would be
treated and runoff quantity would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention, or other stormwater
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practice (including velocity dissipation at outfalls to minimize erosion) before discharge to surface waters.
Design intent is to drain stormwater runoff from bridge decks/roadways to ditches or detention ponds via sheet
flow or a closed drainage system, prior to discharge to receiving waters. This includes stormwater runoff from
the proposed crossing structure at high quality aquatic resources, such as the Kankakee River. The State DOTs
are committed to incorporating BMPs into the project design to minimize impacts to receiving waters. The
commitment to implement BMPs for impacts to water quality is included in Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS,
Mitigation Commitment Summary. Specific BMP design requirements and locations will be determined during
the CWA Section 401/404 permitting process.

1172 | Sierra Club

The proposed alternative would require filling acres of floodplain, increasing the risk of flooding and water
contamination in those areas.

Hydrologic and hydraulic design studies were completed to properly size proposed drainage structures to
provide acceptable freeboard and clearance for proposed roadway improvements and to limit floodway and
floodplain impacts in accordance with Illinois DNR-OWR rules for construction in floodways and the IDOT
Drainage Manual in Illinois, and Indiana DNR rules for construction in floodways and the INDOT Design
Manual in Indiana. In Illinois, where fill within the floodplain is unavoidable, guidance from county
ordinances was considered in determining floodplain compensatory storage volume because the county
ordinances are more restrictive than IDOT requirements. Compensatory storage volume mitigation areas will
be excavated, hydraulically-connected volumes of storage created to offset the loss of existing flood storage. In
Indiana, all proposed waterway crossings are designed to meet the Indiana Flood Control Act requirements of
no greater than 0.14 foot surcharge.

The State DOTs will implement a number of BMPs throughout the Illiana Corridor to minimize and mitigate
potential impacts to aquatic resources and the natural environment. The commitment to implement BMPs for
impacts to water quality is included in Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS, Mitigation Commitment Summary.
The USACE, USFWS, USEPA, IEPA, IDEM, and the State DNRs will be given the opportunity to participate
with the DOTs, as necessary, in the BMP planning for the project through the CWA Section 401/404 permitting
process. The proposed improvements would be designed so that post-construction stormwater runoff quality
would be treated and runoff quantity would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention, or other
stormwater practice before discharge to surface waters. With the implementation of BMPs, indirect impacts to
off-site wetlands/water resources (including water quality), as a result of the proposed improvements are
anticipated to be minimal.
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C

COMMENT/RESPONSE

The Tier 2 DEIS continues to rely on faulty assumptions to make projections regarding need and congestion
relief. Several studies have highlighted the flaws of the project and shown that congestion relief and population
growth have been hugely overstated by IDOT and INDOT. The Illiana will have no significant benefit for the
regional economy and instead would foster unsustainable development. The project would shift jobs away
from areas that truly need it and provide few long-term jobs.

The Illiana Corridor Study prepared market-based socio-economic forecasts, consistent with methodology to
satisfy requirements of NEPA, and approved by CMAP and NIRPC. NEPA requires a rigorous, project level
analysis that provides a detailed measurement of the direct, indirect and cumulative effects of the project. A
market based forecast is also critical for preparing investment grade traffic and revenue studies. The market-
based socio-economic forecasts are described in Appendix B of the Tier Two FEIS. These market-based socio-
economic forecasts are used as input to the travel demand forecasting model. The travel demand forecasting
model is a state-of-the-practice model developed specifically for this project based on both regional and
national travel models. The travel demand forecasting model is documented in Appendix G of the Tier Two
FEIS.

The Illiana Corridor will provide a number of benefits on both a local and regional level. It will help stimulate
the economy by creating over 13,000 short-term construction related jobs and thousands of long-term jobs
amounting to $1.2 billion in wages over a 30-year period and will increase tax revenues by $70 million in the
short-term and $340 million in the long-term, as well as boost the long-term economic output by $3.7 billion.

1174 | Sierra Club

The Illiana fails to address the region's transportation needs. Analyses show that it will not solve the freight
congestion problems and will only serve a small percentage of existing traffic.

In the Illiana Corridor Tier One FEIS, Table 2-11 shows the travel performance for the selected corridor B3
addresses the Purpose and Need for the project. In this table, the South Sub-Region, which is the area south of
Lake Michigan that includes the I-80 and US 30 corridors, showed a reduction of between 7,400 and 17,900 east-
west vehicle hours of travel per day in 2040, depending on the level of toll diversion assumed. When these
daily vehicle hours of travel time savings are annualized, it is estimated that between 2.6 million and 6.2 million
vehicle hours per year will be saved. Assuming a value of time $24 per hour, this results in $62 million to
nearly $150 million in annual travel time savings, which is equivalent to several billion dollars of time savings
over the life span of the project. It should also be noted that the specific toll rates for the Illiana Corridor will be
set by the two States. As shown in Appendix C Toll Sensitivity Analysis, there is a wide range of traffic that
could result in 2040, depending on the toll rates assumed. This would be equally true in 2018. The Tier One
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FEIS and Tier Two FEIS have demonstrated how the project meets the Purpose and Need, which includes
“Improve Regional Mobility” and "Provide for Efficient Movement of Freight." Please also refer to Responses #
343, and 356 - 360 for additional information regarding the project Purpose and Need and benefits.

1175 | Sierra Club

With uncertain toll revenues, and up to $610 million needed in state funding upfront, financing for the Illiana
Expressway is uncertain and would put other regional projects at risk.

There is a demonstrated need for the Illiana Corridor project, based on the facts outlined in Section 1.0 of the
Tier Two FEIS. The Metropolitan Planning Organizations for northeast Illinois and northwestern Indiana have
prioritized the Illiana Corridor in their 2040 regional transportation plans along with other projects as
financially constrained projects. Please also refer to Responses # 346-354 (explaining the basis for FHWA's
conclusion that the fiscal constraint (funding availability) requirements have been met).

1176 | Ahrensfeld, Jan

We don't need for flooding!

Hydrologic and hydraulic design studies were completed to properly size proposed drainage structures to
provide acceptable freeboard and clearance for proposed roadway improvements and to limit floodway and
tloodplain impacts in accordance with Illinois DNR-OWR rules for construction in floodways and the IDOT
Drainage Manual in Illinois, and Indiana DNR rules for construction in floodways and the INDOT Design
Manual in Indiana. In Illinois, where fill within the floodplain is unavoidable, guidance from county
ordinances was considered in determining floodplain compensatory storage volume because the county
ordinances are more restrictive than IDOT requirements. Compensatory storage volume mitigation areas will
be excavated, hydraulically-connected volumes of storage created to offset the loss of existing flood storage. In
Indiana, all proposed waterway crossings are designed to meet the Indiana Flood Control Act requirements of
no greater than 0.14 foot surcharge.

1177 | Albiero, Madonna

Why not use these funds to repair our existing roads?

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
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Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

1178 | Baker, Heather

Illinois has lost so much of it's natural and rural history and heritage. I disagree with building unnecessary new
roads which will degrade our state even further. I am proud to be from Illinois, but not if it's priorities continue
to be destruction of our natural habitat and reckless spending of money I pay to taxes. So many people I know
are leaving the state for greener pastures. I still have hope.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Agricultural (Section 3.3), Cultural
Resources (Section 3.4), and Natural Resources (Section 3.8).

1179 | Beal, Mary

Invest in more mass transit instead, including passenger trains, light commuter rail, buses, shuttles, bike trails
and walking trails, and use the National Guard to rebuild existing roads, bridges and schools with the money.

In Section 2.0 of the Tier One EIS, the need for public transit options and freight rail in the 950 square mile
Study Area was evaluated. There was not enough need to justify public transit or non-motorized modes as
standalone alternatives, and the freight rail industry responded that there was no need for an additional east-
west rail corridor in the Study Area. The Illiana Corridor has coordinated with public transit agencies and they
have indicated long term opportunities for the Illiana Corridor to provide enhancements to their services.
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Planned multi-modal trail crossings are accommodated in the design of the Illiana Corridor, and opportunities
for placing a linear trail are identified in Section 5.0 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1180 | Beal, Mary

Leave the tallgrass prairie alone. We have so little of it left now, and it's a national treasure link to our past that
harbors our disappearing wildlife.

The Illiana Corridor is not located in the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie (MNTP), nor did FHWA, IDOT
and INDOT consider locating it in, MNTP due to the presence of native plants and animals including 47 species
designated with a specific status listed by the federal (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) or state (State of Illinois)
government, its status as protected land under the Section 4(f) provisions of the U.S. Department of
Transportation Act, and Public Law 104-106 (created by an act of Congress) which states that "no new roads"
can be built through MNTP. Over the course of the Tier One and Tier Two study processes for the Illiana,
approximately thirteen meetings have been held specifically with officials from MNTP to coordinate on and
address issues of concern to Midewin. Additional information regarding these discussions can be found in
Section 4.8.2 (Section 4(f) Evaluation) of the FEIS, as well as Section 6.8 (Public and Agency Coordination) of the
FEIS. The Illiana Corridor Preferred Alternative passes south of the MNTP and provides a transportation
solution that removes traffic from many of the existing roads adjacent to MNTP

1181 | Beal, Mary

Filling in floodplains is just a totally dumb idea. Natural waterways are natural water and pollution filters. We
need more of them, not less. If constructed properly as they are in Europe, they can take the place of sewage
treatment plants and also filter runoff of toxic pesticides and herbicides from farm fields.

Hydrologic and hydraulic design studies were completed to properly size proposed drainage structures to
provide acceptable freeboard and clearance for proposed roadway improvements and to limit floodway and
floodplain impacts in accordance with Illinois DNR-OWR rules for construction in floodways and the IDOT
Drainage Manual in Illinois, and Indiana DNR rules for construction in floodways and the INDOT Design
Manual in Indiana. In Illinois, where fill within the floodplain is unavoidable, guidance from county
ordinances was considered in determining floodplain compensatory storage volume because the county
ordinances are more restrictive than IDOT requirements. Compensatory storage volume mitigation areas will
be excavated, hydraulically-connected volumes of storage created to offset the loss of existing flood storage. In
Indiana, all proposed waterway crossings are designed to meet the Indiana Flood Control Act requirements of
no greater than 0.14 foot surcharge. The State DOTs, as well as relevant stakeholder review agencies, are intent
upon implementation of a number of BMPs throughout the Illiana Corridor to minimize and mitigate potential
impacts to aquatic resources and the natural environment. The USACE, USFWS, USEPA, IEPA, IDEM, and the
State DNRs will be given the opportunity to participate with the DOTs, as necessary, in the BMP planning for
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the project through the CWA Section 401/404 permitting process. The proposed improvements would be
designed so that post-construction stormwater runoff quality would be treated and runoff quantity would be
managed with filtration, infiltration, detention, or other stormwater practice before discharge to surface waters.
With the implementation of BMPs, indirect impacts to off-site wetlands/water resources (including water
quality), as a result of the proposed improvements are anticipated to be minimal.

1182

Beck, Lee

THIS IS SUCH A WASTE OF TAXPAYER MONEY THAT WE NEED TO BE SPENDING MORE WISELY

It is understood that surface transportation infrastructure needs exceed funds available for improvements.
Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD.

1183

Berger, Barbara

IF WE DO NOT PROTECT OUR NATURAL SURROUNDINGS AND OUR WILDLIFE, WE WILL NOT HAVE

All large projects such as the Illiana Corridor have unavoidable impacts; however, the Illiana Corridor Tier Two
EIS study has made its first priority to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not be avoided, the study
team worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid
impacts. The project's principles of minimizing impacts include avoiding impacts to natural resources.
Unavoidable impacts to natural resources and wetlands as well as mitigation commitments for impacts to these
resources are documented in Section 3.8 and Section 3.12 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1184

Breen, Linda

The Illiana Tollway is a risky and unnecessary expense of needed state funding that will produce devastating
environmental impacts.

All large projects such as the Illiana Corridor have unavoidable impacts; however, the Illiana Corridor Tier Two
EIS study has made its first priority to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not be avoided, the study
team worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid
impacts.

1185

Breen, Linda

It is overwhelmingly expense not only to build but also to taxpayers who would be expected to pay an
incredible toll fare.
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In Section 2.0 of the Tier Two DEIS, a non-tolled option for the Illiana Corridor was dismissed from
consideration. Thus, it is anticipated that the Illiana Corridor will be tolled. As stated in Section 2.0 of the Tier
Two FEIS, initial traffic projections indicate that 5,400 to 8,200 trucks per day are projected to use the Illiana
Corridor by the year 2040 as a tolled facility. These projections include the consideration of "diversion" of some
traffic that will avoid a tolled facility. The Toll Sensitivity Analysis (Appendix C of the Tier Two FEIS) stated
that the Illiana Corridor could be anticipated to draw between 13,000 and 46,000 vehicles per day by 2040,
depending on the toll rate or if tolls are not applied. Even at the highest toll rates considered, the Illiana
Corridor still retains 28% of the projected traffic as compared to a non-tolled facility. The planning agencies for
northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to include the Illiana Corridor
in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state
funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both states have also passed legislation allowing
the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of constructing and operating the
proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not
committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier
Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the project, refer to Section 2.2.4 of the
FEIS. As stated in Section 3.2 of the Tier Two FEIS, there are benefits to the state of Illinois in travel time savings
and long-term economic activity in addition to the net projected state and local tax revenue increase.

1186 | Brust, Kurt Young

Please reevaluate the previous studies done during an unrealistic period of economic growth. The projections
were based on conditions we're not likely to see in generations. Pleased don't waste our money on the dreams
of developers and politicians whose interests are primarily for the sake of their own egos and pocketbooks. If
this project was truly worthy it would have been in NIRPC's 2040 plan to begin with and not slid in the back
door.

The Illiana Corridor Study developed market-based socio-economic forecasts. These socio-economic forecasts
area based on 90 years of historical growth, 2010 Census data, current and previous NIRPC/CMAP forecasts,
land availability for development, population holding capacity, demographic data, local land use policies, and
independent Woods & Poole economic forecasts for the region. The Illiana Corridor Study 2040 population
forecast total for Lake County, Indiana was identical to that used by NIRPC for their 2040 Comprehensive
Regional Plan, although the distribution of population within Lake County differed. NIRPC approved
amending their fiscally constrained metropolitan transportation plan to include the Illiana Corridor at their
December 12, 2013 meeting.
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C
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You've received tons of mail already, so let me bring up a new concern.

I'live in Champaign. This year, the cold and snow have done major damage to our major thoroughfares.
Shoddy construction has led to the need for new, local repair work.

Don't spend funds on a project that will put Illinois further in debt.

Fix the existing problems.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

1188 | Chambers, Robert

The Illiana is a waste of money and Illinois cannot afford it. I am very disappointed in Pat Quinn.

It is understood that surface transportation infrastructure needs exceed funds available for improvements.
Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD.
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1189 | Chang, Patricia

COMMENT/RESPONSE

This is yet more of our tax dollars badly spent!

The state legislatures and governors of both Illinois and Indiana have made the Illiana Corridor a legislative
priority, enacting laws that allow the Illiana Corridor to be built as a public-private partnership. The planning
agencies of northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana have evaluated the Illiana Corridor proposal, and
both have elected to include the Illiana Corridor as a financially constrained regional priority project in their
regional transportation plans, along with many other projects. Both states have also passed legislation allowing
the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of constructing and operating the
proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not
committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier
Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the project, refer to Section 2.2.4 of the
FEIS.

1190 | Crist, Joan

I'live in Hammond, and with the Hammond mayor I am concerned about the destructive indirect impacts of
suburban sprawl development (which this highway will spur) on the urban core.

Urban sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other
large highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and
zoning. The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and
cumulative impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have
land use and zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. According to forecasts for
2040, in Will, Kankakee, and Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and
employment would increase approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

1191 | Darla, Neises

I would like to add there are nesting Bald Eagles in the area, please do not disturb them.

Although the bald eagle has been de listed from the federal threatened and endangered species list, the species
remains protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) of 1940 (as amended several times
since) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). The BGEPA prohibits anyone from taking, possessing, or
transporting a bald eagle or golden eagle, or the parts, nests, or eggs of such birds, without prior authorization.
This includes inactive nests as well as active nests. Activities that directly or indirectly lead to a take are
prohibited without a permit (USFWS, 2010b). The INHS conducted eagle surveys on October 2 and 3, 2013
within four Illinois areas of potential nesting habitat present along the Kankakee River, in the strip mined areas
west of the river. Neither eagles nor eagle nests were observed within the survey areas. Of the four areas of
potential habitat surveyed, only one area located adjacent to Braidwood Lake serves as habitat for eagles.
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Evidence of eagles within this area was not observed during the INHS surveys. Additionally, this area is
located outside of the Corridor. Since project inception Cardno JFNew conducted surveys in Indiana to
confirm the presence or absence of eagles or eagle nesting sites within, or in close proximity to, the Corridor. A
general habitat survey of the Corridor was completed in fall 2012 to document the presence of habitat suitable
to accommodate endangered, threatened, or rare species (inclusive of bald eagles). Visual encounter surveys
of the Corridor were conducted from September 12- 20, 2012, from April 22 - April 30, 2013, and August 14 -15,
2013 on specific habitat types of protected amphibians, reptiles, birds (inclusive of bald eagles), and mammals
within the Survey Area. An avian windshield survey was conducted on September 12, 2012 to document the
presence of all avian species observed in or in close proximity to the Corridor. Point count surveys were then
conducted on September 13 and 17, 2012 within representative Illiana Corridor habitat types with emphasis on
rare habitats associated with endangered or threatened species, inclusive of the bald eagle. An additional
visual search for bald eagles and their nests was conducted from September 12 -20, 2012. The visual search
focused on areas within 1 mile of larger water bodies and potential nesting habitat in proximity of the Corridor
based on land use cover types. Through completion of all of the avian surveys, which included the Lake
Dalecarlia area, neither bald eagles nor bald eagle nests were observed within, or in close proximity to, the
Corridor survey area. However, avoidance and minimization of impacts to eagles, which utilize forested
habitat and large trees along waterways, will include conducting all tree removal activities between October 15
and March 31.

1192 | Drucker, Steve

WHO WOULD PROFIT FROM THIS BOONDOGGLE? NOT THE PEOPLE OF ILLINOIS OR INDIANA,
THAT'S FOR SURE. SQUELCH THIS AWFUL PROJECT BEFORE IT GOES ON ANY FURTHER.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS. We
would also like to note the following, the Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited
access east-west transportation routes in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck
freight needs. Planning forecasts show that the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in
population and employment; population in the Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and
employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The existing conditions and future projected growth
were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose
of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve regional mobility,
alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight
in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic development goals.
The Illiana Corridor will provide a number of benefits on both a local and regional level. It will help stimulate
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the economy by creating over 13,000 short-term construction related jobs and thousands of long-term jobs
amounting to $1.2 billion in wages over a 30-year period and will increase tax revenues by $70 million in the
short-term and $340 million in the long-term, as well as boost the long-term economic output by $3.7 billion.
The Illiana Corridor will increase safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road
system and onto a limited access facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles
of travel on arterial roads in the study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety
and reduce congestion in the local communities.

1193 | Dymmoch, Michael

THIS PROJECT SHOULD BE SHELVED UNTIL EXISTING ILLINOIS ROADS AND UNSAFE BRIDGES HAVE
BEEN REPAIRED.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

1194 | Ehrman, Jean

THIS ILLIANA PROJECT IS GOING TO LINE SOMEONE'S POCKETS--NOT A GOOD ENOUGH REASON
TO BUILD IT. IT'S EXPENSIVE AND DESTRUCTIVE OF INDIANA'S FINANCIAL RESOURCES. WHO
WILL PAY FOR IT? | MEAN "REALLY" PAY FORIT...?

Both states have passed legislation allowing the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the
states of constructing and operating the proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing
options for the Illiana and have not committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states
will be further evaluated after the Tier Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the
project, refer to Section 2.2.4 of the FEIS. As stated in Section 3.2 of the Tier Two FEIS, there are benefits to the
state of Indiana in travel time savings and long-term economic activity in addition to the net projected state and
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local tax revenue increase.

1195

Galarza, April

The Illiana would harm the capacity of the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie to serve as wildlife habitat, but
planners have failed even to propose actions to mitigate this permanent loss. This is a national treasure, the
only one of its kind and a living testament to the natural history and the people (our ancestors) who have lived
here.

Based on the available literature, assumptions, and limitations of studies completed to date, no definitive way
of defining impacts for all avian species has been identified. The complexity of determining the effect of noise
on avian species is exemplified by several studies that show positive, neutral, and/or negative effects for
specific avian species (Réty, 1979; Forman, 1998; Peris & Pescador, 2003; FHWA, 2004; Kaseloo, 2006; Fahrig &
Rytwinski, 2009; Benitez-Lopez, et al., 2010; Robinson, et al., 2012). Benitez-Lopez, et al. (2010) reviewed 49
studies (201 bird species), with ratios of species abundances at disturbance distances and at control distances
from roadways, and did not find a significant effect to mean species abundance as a result of traffic intensity.
Reijnen and Foppen (2006) provide a comprehensive literature review regarding breeding bird density and
roadway traffic and conclude avian species of international and national significance fare worse than other
species; the effect distance was determined to be greater to grassland birds than woodland birds. In the Tier
One FEIS/ROD, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA had committed to assessing potential effects to grassland birds at
MNTP due to the uniqueness of the MNTP as a national prairie and the role that grassland bird habitat plays in
its long-range plan. While the current research studies available related to traffic noise and grassland birds
provide uncertain results the Forman (2002) study was determined to be sufficient to adequately quantify
potential indirect noise effects to grassland birds as a result of the Illiana Corridor. Concurrence on using
Forman'’s (2002) distance and ADT ranges as acceptable and appropriate criteria for assessing potential indirect
noise effects to grassland bird species was given by the Resource Agencies (USFWS, USEPA, USACE, Illinois
DNR, and MNTP) during an April 16, 2013 coordination meeting.

Over the course of the Tier One and Tier Two study processes for the Illiana, approximately thirteen meetings
have been held specifically with officials from MNTP to coordinate on and address issues of concern to
Midewin. Additional information regarding these discussions can be found in Section 4.8.2 (Section 4(f)
Evaluation) of the FEIS, as well as Section 6.8 (Public and Agency Coordination) of the FEIS.

1196

Galarza, April

The Illiana threatens the worthy goal of such a unique national park; a pristine prairie landscape resurrected
from the memories of our ancestors which will serve as a shining example of our natural heritage, a national
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treasure that will teach and delight generations to come. Is one more highway--when we already have so many
of those--worth the cost?

The impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT, INDOT, and documented in
the Tier Two FEIS. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where
impacts could not be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide
mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. Impacts to and mitigation at Midewin are
identified throughout Section 3.0 of the Tier Two FEIS, particularly in Section 3.8 Natural Resources and in
Appendix T, Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie. Over the course of the Tier One and Tier Two study
processes for the Illiana, approximately thirteen meetings have been held specifically with officials from MNTP
to coordinate on and address issues of concern to Midewin. Additional information regarding these
discussions can be found in Section 4.8.2 (Section 4(f) Evaluation) of the FEIS, as well as Section 6.8 (Public and
Agency Coordination) of the FEIS. The Illiana Corridor Preferred Alternative passes south of the MNTP and
provides a transportation solution that removes traffic from many of the existing roads adjacent to MNTP.

Utilizing Forman’s (2002) distances and ADT ranges, it was determined that 149 acres of MNTP property is
affected for certain avian species. This potential indirect effect is due to projected traffic noise. Using the
Existing Passerine and Grassland Bird Habitat obtained from MNTP, it was determined that 73.15 acres of
existing, and an additional 50 acres of planned, grassland bird habitat is potentially affected for avian species
based on the avian avoidance zone defined by Forman’s (2002) distances and ADT ranges. These impacts were
discussed during an April 4, 2014 coordination meeting among IDOT, INDOT, FHWA, the MNTP, USFWS,
USACE, and USEPA and all parties generally agreed that the potential indirect effects to avian species reported
were accurate based on the methodology used. Mitigation for impacts to wildlife within MNTP is presented in
Section 3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS. On April 4, 2014, April 23, 2014, and June 18, 2014 coordination meetings were
held among IDOT, INDOT, FHWA, the MNTP, USFWS, USACE, and USEPA to discuss potential mitigation
measures for potential indirect traffic noise effects to grassland birds at MNTP. Through this process, the
MNTP has presented mitigation options that they would like IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA to consider for the
project. After considering the agencies” input, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have developed a mitigation package
for impacts to grassland bird habitat in MNTP. The mitigation commitments for grassland bird habitat in
MNTP are included in Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS. This mitigation package includes a commitment to
provide $2.5 million in funding for grassland bird habitat acquisition and/or restoration in the vicinity of the
Illiana Corridor project.
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The Illiana corridor makes no sense. Nobody is going to pay high tolls to travel across that route, and while it
may bring some temporary jobs to the area, it's going to end up on the taxpayers to keep paying for this for
years to come. You want public projects? Fix the damned roads we already have. You want to boost the
economy, cut the tolls we already have increased year after year, despite having paid off the tollways many
years ago. This is stupid. I hope you're not.

Traffic diversions resulting from tolling were assumed as part of the travel performance evaluation. Both IDOT
and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems. The IDOT
2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway program is
expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway programs goes
toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to implement projects
that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development. The Illiana
Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes in the
Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that the
region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the Illiana
Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve regional
mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient movement
of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic development
goals.

1198 | Gomez, Eledia M.

The downside of this proposed project: relocation of families, farms, businesses; pollution of rivers, wetlands,
creeks; threats to endangered species; altering the natural landscape; unreliable projections of cost and number
of full-time jobs created; shifting resources away from needed highway projects; and uncertain toll revenues
makes this much too risky for Illinois given the fiscal crisis the General Assembly has yet to solve. Please do not
commit Illinois to this unsustainable project. Instead focus on the real needs of Illinois

The impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT, INDOT, and documented in
the Tier Two FEIS. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where
impacts could not be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide
mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated
mitigation measures are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Social and Economic
(Section 3.2), Natural Resources (Section 3.8), Water Resources and Aquatic Habitats (Section 3.9), Wetlands
(Section 3.12), and Special Lands (Section 3.14).
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The Illiana Corridor Study prepared market-based socio-economic forecasts, consistent with methodology to
satisfy requirements of NEPA. NEPA requires a rigorous, project level analysis that provides a detailed
measurement of the direct, indirect and cumulative effects of the project. A market based forecast is also
critical for preparing investment grade traffic and revenue studies. The market-based socio-economic forecasts
are described in Appendix B of the Tier Two FEIS. These market-based socio-economic forecasts are used as
input to the travel demand forecasting model. The travel demand forecasting model is a state-of-the-practice
model developed specifically for this project based on both regional and national travel models. The travel
demand forecasting model is documented in Appendix G of the Tier Two FEIS.

1199

Grant, Geoffrey

Dear Leaders of Northwest Indiana: Peter Visclosky, Governor Pence, Charlie Brown and Dean White:

You are all positive leaders, understanding Land Values, Federal assistance, economic affects and have
influenced the local Region to the greater good. Please influence IDOT and INDOT, such that our natural
resources are compensated, mitigated, enhanced, preserved and is generally not wasted. Jobs really are not
important, when our limited natural resources are destroyed, as you four individuals know. What is important
is if you can walk away and never look back from a project, well done for the good of our only Earth, then you
have done your best to help humanity and humanity's environment.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS and include Natural Resources (Section 3.8).

1200

Grant, Geoffrey

Moving goods into our civilized region is a big job. Why not spend untold millions on our railroad system,
where goods can be shuttled from large railroad parks with smaller trucks. The accidents this winter on the
Borman Expressway have shown that more large trucks are on the highway that are not leaving enough space
between to avoid multiple vehicle accidents. This will only get worse, unless railroads, using very narrow
right-of-ways, are a part of the solution..

Please do not make knee jerk movements in this immense traffic control problem. Go slower and consider all
modes of traffic and cargo moving.

Representative Peter Visclosky needs help with the extension of the South Shore and this can easily relieve the
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need for moving people from the outlying areas to The Region and Chicago, without destroying our natural
resources. In the same breath of action, railroads can be partners in the solution, requiring less land to
accomplish cargo sorting and moving.

In Section 2.0 of the Tier One EIS, the need for freight rail in the 950 square mile Study Area was evaluated.
The freight rail industry, individually and as a group, responded that there was no need for an additional east-
west rail corridor in the Study Area. The Illiana Corridor will provide an alternate route for some of the traffic
that is now accessing the Borman Expressway. One of the needs of the Illiana Corridor, as identified in Section
1.0 of the Tier Two FEIS, is providing for the efficient movement of freight. By providing east-west access for
several rail-truck intermodal terminals, the Illiana Corridor helps make better use of the area's rail freight
system.

1201 | Grant, Geoffrey

You have a huge responsibility to continue this effort. I trust that you are up to it and can help our Region
profit, without causing pollution and disrupting the current families living in its proposed footprint. I agree
with The Sierra Club's findings and from my interface with you, I know that you can provide the best influence
available within your means.

A comprehensive air quality analysis was conducted as part of the Tier Two studies. This analysis is
documented in Section 3.5 of the Tier Two FEIS. The air quality analysis concluded that the change in air
quality as a result of the Illiana Corridor project would not cause or exacerbate a violation of the applicable
National Ambient Air Quality Standards. CMAP, NIRPC, and the USEPA concurred with the methodology and
results of the air quality modeling.

Throughout Tier Two the study team has worked closely with landowners to avoid and minimize impacts to
private properties, and this process will continue throughout the design and land acquisition phase of the
project. All landowners within the planning corridor were assigned a landowner representative associated
with the study to answer questions and to assist in communicating owner preferences and concerns to the
study team. In addition to the public meetings and public hearings, five meetings specifically for landowners
in the planning corridor were held in February 2013 to facilitate these efforts.

1202 | Heitzinger, Robert

We do NOT NEED this tollway!

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
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Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

1203 | Horning, Judson

Indiana cannot afford Illiana.

It is understood that surface transportation infrastructure needs exceed funds available for improvements.
Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD.

1204 | Hoyt, David

The last two decades of uncontrolled growth along the southwestern I-55 corridor has led to a traffic nightmare
and and the unsustainable consumption of resources for the public and for families in the region. Extending
growth further out with no consideration of sustainable land use or adequate public transportation is
guaranteed to lead to even worse congestion, and economic segregation, as those unable to navigate the
widening distances between home and job fall through the cracks (and become the burden of local taxpayers).

Urban sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other
large highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and
zoning. The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and
cumulative impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have
land use and zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. IDOT granted Will County
$500,000 to work with adjacent municipalities and other stakeholders to develop a multi-jurisdictional land use
plan because IDOT does not have local jurisdiction. According to forecasts for 2040, in Will, Kankakee, and
Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and employment would increase
approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

1205 | Johnson-Kabisch,

Keeping our precious Earth healthy should be our major priority instead of creating jobs. Please consider the
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long term dire consequences of this tollway if it is built- lasting negative impacts on the habitat of wildlife,
waterways, and farmland. Do the right thing in helping to keep the Earth healthy for future generations.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Agricultural (Section 3.3), Natural
Resources (Section 3.8), Water Resources and Aquatic Habitats (Section 3.9) and Groundwater Resources
(Section 3.10).

1206

Julia, Degnan

Please don't taint the beauty of this area! We already have enough pollutants and noise! Please don't further
destroy the prairies, farmland and natural habitat for so many wonderful creatures!

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Agricultural (Section 3.3), Air Quality
(Section 3.5), Noise (Section 3.6), Natural Resources (Section 3.8), and Visual Impacts (Section 3.17).

1207

Kolkebeck, Robert

-Don't divert funds from current highways and transportation systems. -The project lures investment away
from municipalities to the north.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 Proposed Multi-Modal Transportation Improvement Program is expected to be over $8.6
billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both
Illinois and Indiana state highway programs go to maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition,
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both states also need to implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote
economic development. The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-
west transportation routes in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs.
Planning forecasts show that the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and
employment; population in the Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225%
between now and the year 2040. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation
solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility,
and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional
transportation and economic development goals.

1208 | Kolkebeck, Robert

-Construction of the Illiana Tollway promotes sprawl rather than redevelopment and maintenance of the very
communities that so many of its supporters claim it, along with a third airport, would help.

Urban sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other
large highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and
zoning. The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and
cumulative impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have
land use and zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. According to forecasts for
2040, in Will, Kankakee, and Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and
employment would increase approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

1209 | McCarthy, Joe

There are countless existing roads, bridges and railroad crossings which could use such money.
However, the state is broke. STOP SPENDING OUR DAMN MONEY!

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
[lliana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
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movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

It is understood that surface transportation infrastructure needs exceed funds available for improvements.
Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD.

1210 | Michael, Maureen

[llinois is already in too much financial trouble, please do not burden the taxpayers anymore.

It is understood that surface transportation infrastructure needs exceed funds available for improvements.
Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD.

1211 | Miller, Jessica

WE CANNOT AFFORD THIS PROJECT, BOTH FINANCIALLY AND ENVIRONMENTALLY!
There are so many other problems facing this state that need to be corrected first. Illinois is on dangerous
ground, IDOT should contribute to the solution - not the problems.

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
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system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

It is understood that surface transportation infrastructure needs exceed funds available for improvements.
Legislation in both Illinois and Indiana provides the opportunity for a P3 which allows private sector financing
for constructing or operating a transportation facility. The MPOs for northeastern Illinois and northwestern
Indiana have elected to include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the
potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana
Corridor. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not committed to a
P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the Tier Two FEIS and
ROD.

The impacts associated with this project are fully acknowledged by FHWA, IDOT, INDOT, and documented in
the Tier Two FEIS. As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where
impacts could not be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide
mitigation for areas where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated
mitigation measures are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Natural Resources
(Section 3.8), Water Resources and Aquatic Habitats (Section 3.9), and Special Lands (Section 3.14).

1212 | Nelson, Chris

From my view point, someone or many someone's are going to make a killing again off of the people of Illinois.
I feel that if is to be a Toll Way then the people who are behind the building (probably totally politically
connected) should bear the full responsibility of the roadway!! NO Illinois tax dollars current or future should
be utilized for this roadway. If the Toll Way fails to cover its costs on a 20 year projected basis, then don't build
the fucking Toll Way.

The planning agencies for northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to
include the Illiana Corridor in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding
and loans as well as state funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both states have also
passed legislation allowing the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of
constructing and operating the proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for
the Illiana and have not committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be
further evaluated after the Tier Two ROD.
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1213 | Nore, Ellen

C

COMMENT/RESPONSE

The Illiana would negatively impact a great National treasure: the Midewin Tallgrass Prairie. Illinois, the
Prairie State, in Lincoln's time, has, by the 21st century destroyed 99% of the past tallgrass habitat, replacing it
in many cases with corporate farms that pollute the land with horrendous chemicals and fertilizers, the latter of
which flow via Illinois streams into the Mississippi River and thus to the Caribbean, where these fertilizers
contribute to a massive dead zone in one of the world's prime ocean environments. By restoring a part of the
Illinois River's flood plain and by recreating an environment of native plants, the Midewin project is part of a
long-term effort to balance commercial agriculture with a natural habitat of great benefit to our State and to our
Country.

Over the course of the Tier One and Tier Two study processes for the Illiana, approximately thirteen meetings
have been held specifically with officials from MNTP to coordinate on and address issues of concern to
Midewin. Additional information regarding these discussions can be found in Section 4.8.2 (Section 4(f)
Evaluation) of the FEIS, as well as Section 6.8 (Public and Agency Coordination) of the FEIS. Section 3.8.2.5 and
Appendix R of the Tier Two FEIS (formerly Appendix P of the DEIS) discuss potential indirect noise impacts to
grassland birds at Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie. On April 4, 2014, April 23, 2014, and June 18, 2014
coordination meetings were held among IDOT, INDOT, FHWA, the MNTP, USFWS, USACE, and USEPA to
discuss preliminary mitigation proposals for potential indirect traffic noise effects to grassland bird species in
MNTP. Mitigation commitments for grassland bird habitat in MNTP are included in Section 3.23 of the Tier
Two FEIS. This mitigation package includes a commitment to provide $2.5 million in funding for grassland
bird habitat acquisition and/or restoration in the vicinity of the Illiana Corridor project. The mitigation package
was developed through consultation with MNTP as well as USFWS, USACE, and USEPA. Potential mitigation
for other resource impacts, including wetlands, Waters of the U.S., and prairie, may also provide habitat for
grassland birds. In addition, Best Management Practices (BMP) will be utilized to reduce impacts to water
quality as a result of this project. Storm water management includes a variety of methods to reduce pollutant
concentrations prior to discharge to area streams. Drainage from the right-of-way would be controlled and
treated via a series of BMP swales/basins, BMP swales, or infiltration basins. The BMPs were combined as
proposed in Appendix F for each stream.

1214 | Nore, Ellen

How about tolls on an existing highway? Why should we encourage more cars and trucks and discourage
other forms of public transportation?

At the present time, there are limitations on placing tolls on non-tolled federal aid highways. It is possible to
add tolled lanes to supplement non-tolled lanes, and such potential strategies are being investigated on other
projects such as the 1-290 and I-55 corridors in the Chicago area. There are no existing east-west limited access
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highways within the Study Area where tolls could be applied. To the north, there are already ongoing studies
to add capacity to I-80, and it is projected that I-80 will be at its maximum build out by the year 2040. As stated
in Section 2.0 of the Tier Two FEIS, the addition of lanes to I-80 was considered as a baseline project in the 2040
No-Action transportation network.

1215

Will County Board,
District 1 - Ogalla,
Judy

Oppose the loss of agricultural land - per Howard Buffett, IL farmer and global ag philanthropist's
organization, "Howard G. Buffet Foundation" that helps guide global ag development, in an effort to stress the
need to significantly boost worldwide productivity in a sustainable way. Please not the following facts, source
Ilinois Agri-News)

o More than 23 million acres of soil has been lost over the past 60 years that's an area approximately the size of
Indiana

o There are more than 100 million acres of highly erodible land in the U.S.

o The annual cost of the U.S. soil loss is estimated to be $37 billion.

Agricultural land is being assessed according to the federal Farmland Protection Policy Act as described in
Section 3.3 of the Tier Two FEIS. The conversion of agricultural land to impervious area is noted in the
evaluation. Soil erosion, however, is typically an issue during construction. Best management practices will be
used during construction and will be implemented as part of the final design. The construction process will
require an NPDES permit which will establish requirements for managing stormwater runoff to minimize soil
erosion and water quality impacts.

1216

Will County Board,
District 1 - Ogalla,
Judy

I believe the chose location for the Illiana will not help reduce congestion on I-80 or I-55 where collectively
some 400,000 vehicles a day travel and IDOT's own studies show that only 19,800 vehicles a day will use the
proposed Illiana by 2040. What needs to be done is to choose the "NO BUILD" alternative that will allow for
infrastructure dollars to be used for the state's crumbling roads and bridges in Will County.

During Tier One, Corridor B3 was selected as the preferred build alternative to carry forward into Tier Two
studies with the No-Action Alternative, because it had substantially less socioeconomic and environmental
impacts than Corridor A3S2, and performed better in meeting the Purpose and Need than Corridor B4 while
having comparable water resource impacts and lower overall socioeconomic and environmental impacts.
Corridor B3 also had the lowest cost and the least constructability challenges, and more public support than the
other two corridors. Congestion on I-80, while reduced slightly with the Build condition, results in some traffic
diverting to Illiana Corridor, which in turn frees up capacity on I-80. This added capacity allows for traffic
currently using the local road network being able to infill space on I-80 to use for shorter/local trips. Less
congestion on local roads creates travel time savings of almost $2.7 billion over a 50-year time period in the

Illiana Corridor

DD-570 Tier Two Final Environmental Impact Statement




RESPONSE TO DEIS COMMENTS — FORM LETTER

C = Comment R= Response

*All comments listed have been incorporated into the project record.*

# NAME

COMMENT/RESPONSE

north Lake County/south Cook County area. Within the Study Area, there is a $615 million savings over the
same period. The congestion relief benefits the region as a whole and saves millions of dollars in the Study
Area.

1217 | Will County Board,
District 1 - Ogalla,
Judy

The environmental impacts to the region will be detrimental to the residents, wildlife, and natural habitats,
along with a significant negative impact on the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie a gem in Will County.

Sections 3.8, 3.9, 3.12, 4, as well as Appendix O, P, R and T of the Tier Two FEIS detail the impacts to vegetation,
wetlands, water quality, wildlife and potential indirect impacts to MNTP. Avoidance and minimization of
impacts and mitigation for unavoidable impacts are documented in Sections 3.8, 3.9, 3.12, 4, as well as
summarized in Section 3.2.3. Mitigation commitments for grassland bird habitat in MNTP are included in
Section 3.23 of the Tier Two FEIS. This mitigation package includes a commitment to provide $2.5 million in
funding for grassland bird habitat acquisition and/or restoration in the vicinity of the Illiana Corridor project.
The mitigation package was developed through consultation with MNTP as well as USFWS, USACE, and
USEPA.

1218 | Will County Board,
District 1 - Ogalla,
Judy

I have great concern for local flooding that will occur, the run-off of chemicals put on the road would have
detrimental effects on the Kankakee River which is protected by the Clean Rivers Act and local wells used for
drinking and bathing.

The Illiana Corridor drainage system will be designed to maintain existing drainage patterns per state
regulations. For example, stormwater runoff will be detained using detention basins or other mitigation
measures to maintain or reduce existing stormwater release rates from the site. While not required, guidance
from county ordinances was also considered in determining detention volumes because the county ordinances
are more restrictive than state requirements and would provide a more conservative design. The State DOTs,
as well as relevant stakeholder review agencies, are intent upon implementation of a number of BMPs
throughout the Illiana Corridor to minimize and mitigate potential impacts to surface waters and groundwater.
The proposed improvements would be designed so that post-construction stormwater runoff quality would be
treated and runoff quantity would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention, or other stormwater
practice before discharge to surface waters. A significant portion of potential contaminants will be captured
and retained on site. Design intent is to drain stormwater runoff from bridge decks/roadways to ditches or
detention ponds via sheet flow or a closed drainage system, prior to discharge to receiving waters. This
includes stormwater runoff from the proposed crossing structure at high quality aquatic resources, such as the
Kankakee River. Specific BMP design requirements and locations will be determined during the CWA Section
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401/404 permitting process.

The DOTs will also assess BMPs to minimize the amount of deicing salt applied during the winter months to
reduce the potential to increase chloride concentrations in surface waters and the groundwater. With or
without construction of the Illiana Corridor, chlorides are expected to very slowly increase within groundwater
over time. Keep in mind that septic systems, on their own, are a significant source of chlorides in groundwater
due to water softening.

1219

Will County Board,
District 1 - Ogalla,
Judy

Various articles have been written in news publications, indicating that existing privately-funded road projects
have caused investor groups to restructure financially due to the high tolls causing drivers to take other routes
leaving the investors without a profit.

Per Crain's Chicago Business, Feb. 24, 2014 "Illiana paved with costly consequences" basically says it all when it
comes to my concerns that the Illinois taxpayer will be on the hook for this private-public-partnership that has
built in promises to the P3 as a set amount no matter how much is collected in tolls.

In Section 2.0 of the Tier Two DEIS, a non-tolled option for the Illiana Corridor was dismissed from
consideration. Thus, it is anticipated that the Illiana Corridor will be tolled. As stated in Section 2.0 of the Tier
Two FEIS, initial traffic projections indicate that 5,400 to 8,200 trucks per day are projected to use the Illiana
Corridor by the year 2040 as a tolled facility. These projections include the consideration of "diversion" of some
traffic that will avoid a tolled facility. The Toll Sensitivity Analysis (Appendix C of the Tier Two FEIS) stated
that the Illiana Corridor could be anticipated to draw between 13,000 and 46,000 vehicles per day by 2040,
depending on the toll rate or if tolls are not applied. Even at the highest toll rates considered, the Illiana
Corridor still retains 28% of the projected traffic as compared to a non-tolled facility. The planning agencies for
northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to include the Illiana Corridor
in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state
funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both states have also passed legislation allowing
the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of constructing and operating the
proposed facility. The Tolling Sensitivity Analysis included in Appendix C of the Tier Two FEIS is not a
financial analysis. Since IDOT and INDOT currently do not have adequate state funding for the project's
construction, they will continue to evaluate various ways to finance the project once the ROD is issued,
including tolling, as stated in Section 2.2.4.
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1220

Will County Board,
District 1 - Ogalla,
Judy

C

COMMENT/RESPONSE

I SUPPORT the "No Build" option that could immediately put our local union employees to work fixing our
existing crumbling infrastructure.

With the information presented, I believe it clearly states why IDOT should not gamble with my tax dollars on
this unwanted, poorly located road. Thank you!

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

1221

Pasqual, Nicholas

Neither truckers nor passenger traffic are going to detour south off I-80 to pay tolls on yet another tollway!
Certainly we don't need to destroy more farmland & disturb the lives of locals just to benefit the investors in
this project.

Traffic diversions resulting from tolling were assumed as part of the travel performance evaluation.

1222

Pendley, Trent

Furthermore, the State of Indiana can not seem to muster repairing the very important Cline Avenue, nor
maintain filling pot holes for weeks along U.S. Highway 20, 30, 12 and many State Highways such as 49 which
has been a crater field for weeks. IF you can't tend to what you already have forget about expansion, and how
much longer will highways be needed with changing modes of transportation?

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 Proposed Multi-Modal Transportation Improvement Program is expected to be over $8.6
billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both
Illinois and Indiana state highway programs go to maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition,

both states also need to implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote
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economic development. The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-
west transportation routes in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs.
Planning forecasts show that the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and
employment; population in the Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225%
between now and the year 2040. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation
solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility,
and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional
transportation and economic development goals.

1223 | Ramirez, Maja

WHY are you even still CONSIDERING moving families, farms, and businesses when this project has NOT
BEEN SHOWN to provide any significant POLLUTION-REDUCING, economic or mobility benefits?!

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

The Illiana Corridor will provide a number of benefits on both a local and regional level. It will help stimulate
the economy by creating over 13,000 short-term construction related jobs and thousands of long-term jobs
amounting to $1.2 billion in wages over a 30-year period and will increase tax revenues by $70 million in the
short-term and $340 million in the long-term, as well as boost the long-term economic output by $3.7 billion.
The Illiana Corridor will increase safety by moving longer-distance trucks and auto trips off the local road
system and onto a limited access facility that is designed to handle them. It is expected to reduce the total miles
of travel on arterial roads in the study area by vehicles by 26 million miles annually. This will improve safety
and reduce congestion in the local communities.

A comprehensive air quality analysis was conducted as part of the Tier Two studies. This analysis is
documented in Section 3.5 of the Tier Two FEIS. The air quality analysis concluded that the change in air
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quality as a result of the Illiana Corridor project would not cause or exacerbate a violation of the applicable
National Ambient Air Quality Standards. CMAP, NIRPC, and the USEPA concurred with the methodology and
results of the air quality modeling.

1224 | Ramsey, Rex

HEY!!! Whoever is really behind this piece of crap project; we all know you're only in it for the money. KNOCK
IT OFF!!! Find a better way!!!

What happens over the next 50 years??? You going to make your greedy Illiana project even bigger??? Get a
grip on reality...FIND A BETTER SUSTAINABLE LONG TERM WAY.... you greedy dummies.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS. We
would also like to note the following, the Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited
access east-west transportation routes in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck
freight needs. Planning forecasts show that the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in
population and employment; population in the Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and
employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The existing conditions and future projected growth
were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose
of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve regional mobility,
alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight
in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

1225 | Roesler, Julia

The Illiana Tollway will cause serious and everlasting negative impacts on our wildlife, land resources, and
waterways. The draft Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement that was just released demonstrates that the
preferred alternative corridor would lead to relocation of families and business, destruction of habitat, and
pollution of our environment. Of the limited alternatives IDOT and INDOT present, the No-Build Alternative is
the only option to prevent this destruction, protect our natural resources, and save the states from a financial
boondoggle.

As part of the alternatives evaluation, the first priority was to avoid impacts, in cases where impacts could not
be avoided, IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA worked to minimize impacts and will provide mitigation for areas
where it was not feasible to avoid impacts. For the concerns noted, impacts and associated mitigation measures
are documented, where appropriate, in the Tier Two FEIS including: Social and Economic (Section 3.2), Natural
Resources (Section 3.8), and Water Resources and Aquatic Habitats (Section 3.9). The Preferred Alternative
represents a balance of addressing transportation needs, avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts, and
incorporating public input.
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1226 | Roesler, Julia C | We need to concentrate our development into areas that have already been developed and quit sprawling into
other areas. This highway IS sprawl and will cause more sprawl.

R | Urban sprawl, usually identified as land uses such as single family detached residential subdivisions and other
large highway oriented commercial and industrial developments, is controlled by municipal planning and
zoning. The amount of agricultural land that is absorbed by future development referred to as indirect and
cumulative impacts is totally controlled by the affected local municipalities and or counties, all of which have
land use and zoning controls. State DOTs do not have land use control authority. According to forecasts for
2040, in Will, Kankakee, and Lake counties the total population would increase approximately 1 percent and
employment would increase approximately 1.3 percent over the No-Action Alternative.

1227 | Roesler, Julia C | The problem of losing natural and agricultural land should be enough to stop this project. The project would
have a negative effect on the Kankakee River valley. It is a fantasy that the loss of mature trees or prairie
remnants can be simply replaced by mitigation. How do you replace high quality farm land?

R | There is no practical process by which agricultural land that is unavoidably impacted can be replaced
elsewhere. The Illiana Corridor study has strived to avoid and minimize agricultural impacts to the extent
practical, and to reduce farm severances and leave sufficient access points open for the continuity of
agricultural operations. Impacts to natural resources, including mature trees and prairie remnants as well as
mitigation for those resources, are documented in Section 3.8 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1228 | Roesler, Julia C | There are no real mitigation strategies to the damage this highway will cause that would possibly work. Who
would pay the cost of maintaining the native riparian buffers and mitigation areas? They can't just be planted
and forgotten. The natural treasures that would be lost if this highway were to be built can never be
compensated for or replaced.

R | The cost of maintaining riparian areas and project BMPs intended to maintain and improve water quality will
be the responsibility of each state and will be addressed in the final P3 procurement, should that method of
project delivery be used.

1229 | Roesler, Julia C | What about the likely adverse effects to sheepnose mussels, Eryngium stemborer moths, northern long-eared
bats, eastern prairie fringed orchids, and Indiana bats? How about on Blanding's turtle, ornate box turtle,
mudpuppy, black sandshell mussel, purple wartyback, and slippershell, and fish species river redhorse, pallid
shiner, western sand darter, and ironcolor shiner? How can individuals or species killed during construction be
replaced and what can be done to ensure protection of these species?

R | IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have been in direct communication with the USFWS, the Illinois DNR, and the
Indiana DNR, and have proceeded with sensitivity regarding minimizing impacts to threatened and
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endangered species, as well as their habitat within the project footprint and in proximity of the proposed Illiana
Corridor. Through continued discussions with the USFWS, the Illinois DNR, and the Indiana DNR, every
effort will be made to minimize impacts to threatened and endangered species and their habitat occurring
within, or in close proximity to, the proposed Illiana Corridor. Best management practices have been
developed for the operational phase of the project to protect area waters including the Kankakee River and its
tributaries as well as sensitive habitat and listed species that have been identified within or adjacent to the
[lliana Corridor. During construction, strict adherence to the soil erosion and sediment control plans will be
required and the measures identified in the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan will be installed as designed
in the plan. Through the development of the project, consultation with the USFWS under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act [16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.] is in process. Through the Section 7 consultation with the
USFWS, federal threatened and endangered species potentially affected by the proposed action were identified.
As the Illiana Corridor is a major construction activity (50 CFR 402.02), a BA was prepared and submitted to the
USFWS (see Appendix N). The purpose of the BA is to evaluate the potential effects of the action on listed and
proposed species and designated and proposed critical habitat, to determine whether any such species or
habitats are likely to be adversely affected by the action. The USFWS provided comments on this document,
and a response letter was sent to USFWS on January 15, 2014. The BA was submitted in February 2014 and the
USFWS started its initial, informal review.

Species that were assessed as part of the BA consultation include the following; snuffbox mussel (Epioblasma
triquetra), sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphyus), lakeside daisy (Tetraneuris herbacea), leafy prairie-clover
(Dalea foliosa), Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii), Pitcher’s thistle (Cirsium pitcherii), eastern prairie fringed
orchid (Platanthaera leucophaea), Hine's emerald dragonfly (Somatochlora hineana), karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides
melissa samuelis), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus catenatus), Eryngium stem
borer moth (Papaipema eryngii), and northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis).

A meeting was held on March 17, 2014 with the USEPA, USFWS, USACE, MNTP, and the FHWA to discuss
natural resource concerns on the Tier Two DEIS. Minimal discussion of the BA occurred during this meeting.
In March 2014, the FHWA and the USFWS agreed to regular coordination calls to provide an open dialogue for
the agencies during the review of the BA. The first call was held on March 10, 2014, with the discussion
centering on northern long-eared bat habitat and water quality issues for the sheepnose mussel. On March 24,
2014, the second call was held in which the discussion focused on water quality issues and the use of the
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Driscoll model to determine potential impacts to wildlife. On March 31, the third call was held to discuss water
quality issues related to the sheepnose mussel. On April 22, 2014, the fourth call was held in which the
discussion again focused on water quality issues related to the sheepnose mussel. The results of the additional
water quality analysis were presented to the USFWS. USFWS accepted the BA as complete on May 14, 2014,
and formal consultation began. Formal consultation may last up to 90 days, after which the USFWS will
prepare a Biological Opinion on whether the proposed activity will jeopardize the continued existence of listed
species. The USFWS has 45 days after completion of formal consultation to write the opinion.

1230 | Roesler, Julia

What will the effects of large amounts of runoff from the highway surface making their way into the
groundwater, streams and the Kankakee River?

The State DOTs, as well as relevant stakeholder review agencies, are intent upon implementation of a number
of BMPs to capture roadway runoff and filter it prior to discharging from the proposed Illiana ROW. BMPs
will be implemented that minimize the volume and velocity of stormwater runoff discharge and result in
physical, chemical, or biological pollutant load reduction; promote filtration; and increase infiltration and
evapotranspiration. The USACE, USFWS, USEPA, IEPA, IDEM, and the State DNRs will be given the
opportunity to participate with the DOTs, as necessary, in the BMP planning for the project through the CWA
Section 401/404 permitting process. To the extent possible, stormwater runoff will pass through a BMP prior to
discharging from the ROW or infiltrating into the ground. A significant portion of potential contaminants will
be captured and retained on site. With the implementation of BMPs, indirect impacts to off-site wetlands/water
resources (including water quality), as a result of the proposed improvements are anticipated to be minimal.
The DOTs will also assess BMPs to minimize the amount of deicing salt applied during the winter months to
reduce the potential to increase chloride concentrations in surface waters and the groundwater.

Regarding the Kankakee River, significant effort is being taken for the design and operation of the bridge to
minimize or eliminate the direct discharge of potential pollutants from the bridge deck, with the exception of
over spray from tires. The proposed improvements would be designed so that post-construction stormwater
runoff quality would be treated and runoff quantity would be managed with filtration, infiltration, detention,
or other stormwater practice (including velocity dissipation at outfalls to minimize erosion) before discharge to
surface waters. Design intent is to drain stormwater runoff from bridge decks/roadways to ditches or detention
ponds via sheet flow or a closed drainage system, prior to discharge to receiving waters. This includes
stormwater runoff from the proposed crossing structure at high quality aquatic resources, such as the
Kankakee River.
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The DOTs value good environmental policies and practices, and are dedicated to the long-term preservation of
BMPs and their ability to enhance the water quality of waterways and wetlands near the project corridor. The
intent is to capture and minimize the potential to contaminate groundwater to the extent possible. The
expectation is that the proposed roadway will not exacerbate the degradation of groundwater, which could
occur regardless of whether or not the facility is constructed due to existing roadways, septic fields, farming
practices, and other potential sources.

1231 | Roesler, Julia

What about the effects of a 47 mile long east-west barrier that will be nearly impossible for many insects,
amphibians and animals to cross? What are the chances of butterflies like the Monarch floating successfully
across it? Increased noise causes more disturbances and makes it more difficult for amphibians and birds to
hear and locate each other, even during breeding seasons. There are enough dangers to most wildlife today,
why build more?

IDOT, INDOT, and FHWA have looked at various ways of minimizing the ‘barrier’ effect that the Illiana
Corridor may have on various wildlife species. Minimization and mitigation options for impacts to wildlife
movement within the project area as well as across the Illiana Corridor is focused on small mammals,
amphibians, reptiles, fish, and insects. In Illinois, there are 17 areas that are being proposed as ‘wildlife
crossings’. In Indiana, there are 11 areas that are being proposed as ‘wildlife crossings’. Specific
recommendations for areas that have been identified to serve as corridors for wildlife movement across the
Corridor are summarized in and Appendix Q of the Tier Two FEIS (formerly Appendix O of the Tier Two
DEIS). Researchers have investigated wildlife use of wildlife crossings of various types, sizes, and
configurations. Several types of crossings typically considered successful at maintaining connectivity across
highway corridors fall into the following categories: bridges, large or small rectangular box culverts, and wide
maintained highway shoulders.

Bridges that are intended to function as wildlife crossings generally are large structures built to span wide
rivers, streams, wetlands, and upland areas; but may also span upland landscapes where wildlife movements
commonly occur. Bridged crossings can provide passage for larger mammals, such as deer, small mammals,
reptiles, amphibians, and some avian species. For ungulates that prefer open crossing structures, tall, wide
bridges are best. Specific considerations for bridge design to promote wildlife movement across the Corridor
include the following:

Illiana Corridor

DD-579 Tier Two Final Environmental Impact Statement




RESPONSE TO DEIS COMMENTS — FORM LETTER

C = Comment R= Response

*All comments listed have been incorporated into the project record.*

# NAME

COMMENT/RESPONSE

¢ Bridged crossings should extend to uplands beyond the scour zone of the stream.

* Runoff should not be directly routed to waterways where practicable (i.e., scuppers should not be utilized).
¢ Bridged crossings should be high enough to allow suitable light for vegetation to grow underneath, where
feasible.

¢ Vegetative cover should be provided or maintained near wildlife crossings to give animals security and
reduce negative effects of lighting and noise.

* Upland areas (i.e., dry areas wildlife will use to cross beneath the bridge) shall consist of natural substrate.
Riprap, large rocks, and revetment matting shall not be placed within the areas intended to be used as wildlife
crossings. The dry upland area should remain relatively level to allow for wildlife passage. Steep slopes from
the abutment to the edge of the scour zone are not conducive to wildlife passage.

¢ Structures should be monitored for, and cleared of, obstructions such as detritus or silt blockages that impede
movement. Small mammals, carnivores, and reptiles avoid crossing structures with major detritus blockages.
¢ Fencing should not block entrances to crossing structures, and instead should direct animals towards
crossing structures, in locations where fencing is used.

¢ Fencing or low-profile barrier walls will be used to prevent animals from entering the highway corridor and
to direct animals to the crossing, in locations where fencing is used.

¢ Bridged crossings have potential to serve as corridors for movement of larger mammals such as deer and
coyotes. Because of this, attention should be given to provide design features such as vegetation that attracts
deer in order to “funnel” species to the designated crossing.

¢ Raised sections of road adjacent to wildlife crossings discourage animals from crossing roads, and should be
used when possible to encourage animals to use crossing structures.

1232 | Roesler, Julia

Basing plans for water quality volumes on 0.75-inch events is unrealistic and inadequate. We have had more
and more intense storms and rainfall. Where would the runoff from the highway go? That runoff would be
contaminated. One inch of water on an acre of pavement or development is 27,154 gallons of runoff. The Illiana
is planned to be about 46.8 miles. Let's do some math: 46.8 miles x 5380 feet (length of mile in feet) x 400 feet
(width of highway and very conservative possible development from highway) = 100,713,600 square feet. Then
let's divide by 43,560 (square feet of acre) = 2312 acres or roughly 3.6 square miles. Multiply the 2312 acres by
27,154 gallons when one inch of rain falls and there would be a little over 62,780,000 gallons of water runoff
from each inch of rain. There would likely be increased development and sprawl and more runoff. More
intense rains are predicted in the future and this water would become quite a problem. Where is the planning
to handle the water from these rain events?
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The 0.75 inches mentioned in the Tier Two DEIS was for water quality purposes; separate calculations are done
to properly size stormwater basins to detain runoff during large storm events. A majority of the approximately
400 foot wide Preferred Alternative is provided to mitigate a much narrower amount of increased impervious
area associated with the highway pavement. The Illiana Corridor drainage system will be designed to maintain
existing drainage patterns per state regulations. For example, stormwater runoff will be detained using
detention basins or other mitigation measures to maintain or reduce existing stormwater release rates from the
site. While not required, guidance from county ordinances was also considered in determining detention
volumes because the county ordinances are more restrictive than state requirements and would provide a more
conservative design. Due to uncertainty in the subsurface soil and drainage system, FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT
have made the commitment to capture the 1-inch rainfall event with no discharge outside of the Illiana
Corridor ROW, but will strive to meet the 1.25-inch event as a project goal. See Section 3.9.4.3 and Section 3.23
of the Tier Two FEIS, Mitigation Commitment Summary. This will be further evaluated during the CWA
Section 401/404 permitting process. The study team has provided space in the environmental footprint to
capture the 1.25-inch event. However, poorly drained soils or other constraints may make the 1.25-inch capture
difficult to achieve in isolated locations. Based on a preliminary review of available soils information, we
anticipate a relatively low number of areas where the 1.25-inch capture may not be attainable. However, more
detailed soil investigations still need to be completed. FHWA, IDOT, and INDOT would prefer that all
stormwater and detention storage be provided in open ponds, ditches, and basins and treated through a series
of BMPs or treatment trains. A 1-inch rainfall event minimum would provide flexibility so that storm sewers
and USTs would not be required to meet the 1.25-inch rainfall event where conditions such as poorly drained
soils or high water tables exist. Storm sewers and USTs limit the design flexibility for BMP treatment and are
generally less effective than ground level BMP treatments.

1233 | Scapelalto, Mario

Who would want to pay $12 for a toll? Quit wasting tax payer money and destroying what's left of nature in
Illinois. All this for some money?

In Section 2.0 of the Tier Two DEIS, a non-tolled option for the Illiana Corridor was dismissed from
consideration. Thus, it is anticipated that the Illiana Corridor will be tolled. As stated in Section 2.0 of the Tier
Two FEIS, initial traffic projections indicate that 5,400 to 8,200 trucks per day are projected to use the Illiana
Corridor by the year 2040 as a tolled facility. These projections include the consideration of "diversion" of some
traffic that will avoid a tolled facility. The Toll Sensitivity Analysis (Appendix C of the Tier Two FEIS) stated
that the Illiana Corridor could be anticipated to draw between 13,000 and 46,000 vehicles per day by 2040,
depending on the toll rate or if tolls are not applied. Even at the highest toll rates considered, the Illiana
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Corridor still retains 28% of the projected traffic as compared to a non-tolled facility. The planning agencies for
northeastern Illinois and northwestern Indiana (CMAP and NIRPC) have elected to include the Illiana Corridor
in their regional transportation plans, allowing the potential use of federal funding and loans as well as state
funding to make the initial investment in the Illiana Corridor. Both states have also passed legislation allowing
the use of a public private partnership to help defray the cost to the states of constructing and operating the
proposed facility. IDOT and INDOT are still evaluating financing options for the Illiana and have not
committed to a P3 agreement. Details about any P3 pursued by the states will be further evaluated after the
Tier Two ROD. For further information regarding the plans for funding the project, refer to Section 2.2.4 of the
FEIS.

1234 | Schuberth, L.

Both IDOT and INDOT make substantial commitments to maintaining and improving their highway systems.
The IDOT 2015-2020 highway program is expected to be over $8.6 billion and the INDOT 2014-2017 highway
program is expected to be nearly $6.8 billion. The majority of both the Illinois and Indiana state highway
programs goes toward maintaining the existing roads and bridges. In addition, both states also need to
implement projects that address traffic congestion, improve accessibility, and promote economic development.
The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040.
The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable transportation solution that will improve
regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local system mobility, and provide for efficient
movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that complements regional transportation and economic
development goals.

1235 | Spanos, Gene

We, the impacted families living within the collar community of Park Ridge DO support the ILLinana Tollway.
It's because of the already impacted skies and the FAA approved Hub-to-Hub flight density--that we support
the Carbon Calculator.

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.

1236 | Strzyzewski, Lois

Yes, I agree with the Sierra Club

Your comment has been incorporated into the project record and has been made part of the Tier Two FEIS.
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C
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Please do not build the Iliana corridor. We want to see better transit, walking and biking infrastructure, and no
more auto-dependent traffic sewers that harm the environment, worsen our dependence on fossil fuels, and
destroy farmland.

In Section 2.0 of the Tier One EIS, the need for public transit options and freight rail in the 950 square mile
Study Area was evaluated. There was not enough need to justify public transit or non-motorized modes as
standalone alternatives, and the freight rail industry responded that there was no need for an additional east-
west rail corridor in the Study Area. The Illiana Corridor has coordinated with public transit agencies and they
have indicated long term opportunities for the Illiana Corridor to provide enhancements to their services.
Planned multi-modal trail crossings are accommodated in the design of the Illiana Corridor, and opportunities
for placing a linear trail are identified in Section 5.0 of the Tier Two FEIS.

1238 | Wengerd, Anne

There is such a small percentage of persons who would use this roadway.

Why in the world - or should I say - who will gain monetarily from this boondoggle???? Someone is going to
get rich fast at our expense.......

The Illiana Corridor is being studied due to a lack of continuous, limited access east-west transportation routes
in the Study Area and to address growing travel demand and truck freight needs. Planning forecasts show that
the region is currently experiencing substantial growth in population and employment; population in the
Illiana Study Area is projected to grow by 175% and employment by 225% between now and the year 2040. The
existing conditions and future projected growth were both factors in IDOT and INDOT's decision to move
forward with the Illiana Corridor Study. The purpose of the Illiana Corridor is to provide a sustainable
transportation solution that will improve regional mobility, alleviate local system congestion, improve local
system mobility, and provide for efficient movement of freight in the Study Area in a manner that
complements regional transportation and economic development goals.

1239 | Wray, Jerald

Its time to give better public transportation high priority in this state and stop bowing down the King Car. In
addition to the financial risks and the destruction of farmland this just subsidizes the status quo.

In Section 2.0 of the Tier One EIS, the need for public transit options and freight rail in the 950 square mile
Study Area was evaluated. There was not enough need to justify public transit or non-motorized modes as
standalone alternatives, and the freight rail industry responded that there was no need for an additional east-
west rail corridor in the Study Area. The Illiana Corridor has coordinated with public transit agencies and they
have indicated long term opportunities for the Illiana Corridor to provide enhancements to their services.
Planned multi-modal trail crossings are accommodated in the design of the Illiana Corridor, and opportunities
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for placing a linear trail are identified in Section 5.0 of the Tier Two FEIS.
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