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Sincerely,  

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND POLICY CENTER  OPENLANDS 
 

 
Andrew Armstrong  
Staff Attorney  
Environmental Law and Policy Center  
35 East Wacker Drive, Suite 1600  
Chicago, IL 60601  
aarmstrong@elpc.org   
312.751.3738 

 

 
Stacy Meyers 
Policy Coordinator 
Openlands  
25 E. Washington, Suite 1650 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 
Smeyers@openlands.org  
312.863.6265  
 

SIERRA CLUB, ILLINOIS CHAPTER 

 

 
Cindy Skrukrud  
Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter  
Clean Water Advocate  
70 East Lake Street, Suite 1500  
Chicago, Illinois 60601  
Cindy.skrukrud@sierraclub.org    
312.251.1680 x110  
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Context Sensitive Treatment
at 4(f) Resources

• Alt US 66 treatment • Wauponsee Glacial 
Trail relocation
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Request for 
Concurrence
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Request for Concurrence

• Alternatives to be Carried Forward request 
for concurrence - discussion
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Next Steps
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Tier Two Stakeholder Outreach 

Public Hearing

December 2013
Public Meeting

June 2013

Public 

Meeting

April 2013

I L / I N  C P G / T T F   M e e t i n g  
# 1 0    |    3 4

Next Steps

• Tier Two Draft EIS – November 2013 
tentative

• Tier Two Public Hearing – December 
2013 tentative

• NIRPC Coordination
– Plan Amendment Public Hearings Nov. 2013
– Full Commission adoption meeting Dec. 12, 

2013
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Next Steps

• NEPA/404 Preferred Alternative 
coordination - early 2014 

• Final EIS and ROD - Spring 2014
– May be combined “single document” as in 

Tier One

I L / I N  C P G / T T F   M e e t i n g  
# 1 0    |    3 6

Alternatives in DEIS

• A small number of representative mainline 
alternatives spanning the entire length of 
corridor

• Assembled from sectional alternatives
• DEIS may identify a preferred alternative
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Meeting Summary 
 

NEPA/404 Informational Meeting 
 

Date: October 23, 2013   
Time: 9:00 AM CDT   
Location: Conference Call  

 

 

 
 

A meeting was held by web conference / call to provide updates and responses to questions and issues 
raised during the previous NEPA/404 Illiana Corridor web conference / call on September 25, 2013, and to 
request concurrence with the range of alternatives to be carried forward for detailed study in the Tier Two 
DEIS.  Attendees on the call from Parsons Brinckerhoff’s Indianapolis office signed an attendance sheet; 
others identified themselves on the call. 
 
R. Powell, PB, gave a Power Point presentation that addressed responses to the questions and issues 
raised in the previous NEPA/404 Merger meeting of September 25, recent public coordination activities, and 
next steps in the process.  During, and following the presentation, the following discussions took place. 
 

1) W. Spang (Midewin) concurred with the characterization of Midewin’s ACFTM letter, and stated that 
these concerns were not new and were ongoing. 
 

2) M. Fuller (FHWA) re-stated that the intent was to have the same approach as Tier One, where 
resource agencies would have input following the DEIS comment period to ensure their concerns 
were addressed under the new MAP-21 policies. 
 

3) K. Westlake (FHWA) stated that the graphics shown in the presentation were much clearer than 
those commented on by N. West as needing improvement. 
 

4) S. Hall (USACE) discussed a previous comment regarding the 4 acres of wetland at Lorenzo Road 
previously shown as an impact.  S. Ott S. Hall 
 

5) S. Cirton (FWS-IL) stated that he would continue to ask for a higher storm water capture rate than the 
0.75 inch previously proposed by the Illiana study team, stating his desire for the higher 1.25 inch 
storm water capture used on the Elgin O’Hare project..  K. Westlake stated they would like to see the 
project err on the side of more capture to accommodate the other growth that may follow the project. 
E. Pelloso stated the importance of implementing requirements across the project limits. 
 

6) M. Buffington (IN DNR) stated that not everything in the resource agencies’ purview is discussed in 
the EIS process, and he has concerns on how the P3 developer will be held accountable.  There 
needs to be another level of commitment.  W. Zyznieuski stated that the project commitments made 
in the EIS would be enforced by the DOT’s as well as the P3 developer needing to meet any permit 
conditions.  There was an extensive discussion of BMPs including wildlife crossings that followed.  E. 
Pelloso indicated that there was an imbalance in crossing opportunities between IL and IN (IN had 
more, due to additional requests from IN state resource agencies input.  K. Westlake asked the study 
team the level of commitment envisioned.  With the P3 development, he suggested commitments 
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need to be taken up now.  S. Schilke indicated there will be change between the DEIS and FEIS, and 
that public comment on the DEIS would help determine the project commitments, including wildlife 
crossing number and location. 
 

7) E. Leonard inquired on who would maintain opportunity areas if they are outside the corridor.  The 
study continues to collect commentary and foresees getting more specific as part of the preferred 
alternative concurrence.  If all potential opportunities are included in the DEIS, the study may raise 
expectations unrealistically.   
 

8) S. Cirton stated that the FWS typically provides commentary on the DEIS in letter form.  If there is a 
combined FEIS/ROD as in Tier One, it is more important to identify the commitments up front. 
 

9) E. Pelloso asked if we had coordinated with Forest Preserve District of Will County (FPDWC), and 
had they provided additional input on wildlife crossings and BMP’s.  S. Schilke responded that the IL 
opportunity areas included the major crossings of FPDWC’s concern, but that the study would 
continue to coordinate with them.  E. Pelloso indicated that she had additional candidates. 
 

10) K. Westlake suggested the Illiana study look at providing wildlife connectivity in Medewin (possibly 
across IL-53 north of the project) as a potential mitigation measure for cumulative impacts.  S. 
Schilke stated the mitigation may hinge on which IL-53 interchange option is chosen, since some 
options actually reduce projected traffic impacts from the No-Action baseline.  
 

11)  K. Westlake asked if USEPA could receive a copy of the Biological Assessment (BA) concurrently 
with FWS.  S. Cirton did not object with their receiving a copy given its draft status, and requested a 
copy also be provided to E. McCloskey of the FWS Chesterton, IN office.  
 

12) Matt Fuller polled the group as to their concurrence.  K. Westlake concurred on behalf of USEPA, 
and stated a follow up letter would be provided to reiterate some points that were made during the 
meeting.  S. Hall concurred on behalf of USACE.  S. Cirton concurred on behalf of FWS-Barrington 
IL, but indicated that he would need to coordinate with E. McCloskey to get her input on behalf of 
FWS-Chesterton, IN.  S. Hamer concurred on behalf of IL DNR.  T. Savko concurred on behalf of 
IDOA.  XX concurred on behalf of IEPA.  Three IN agencies had sent prior written concurrences – IN 
DNR, IDEM, and IN DNR (SHPO).  No position was stated by IHPA. 
 

13) K. Westlake and E. Pelloso requested a 60 day comment period given the preliminary project 
schedule of issuing the DEIS at end of November, holding public hearings in mid December, and 
tentative close of comment period in mid-January.  They stated the project would buy some goodwill 
by allowing extra time to prepare comments in consideration of holidays in December and January. 

 
The meeting concluded at approximately 10:30 AM CDT/11:30 AM EDT. 
 
Attendees: 

See attached (sign in from Indianapolis who attended in person) 
 

Remote Attendees:   
Matt Fuller – FHWA 
Katie Kukielka – AECOM 
Steve Schilke – IDOT 
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Walt Zyznieuski – IDOT BDE 
Rick Powell – Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Dave McGibbon - Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Melissa McGhee - Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Steve Ott - Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Ed Leonard - Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Liz Pelloso – USEPA 
Ken Westlake – USEPA 
Soren Hall – USACE 
Shawn Cirton – FWS 
Terry Savko – IDOA 
Bob Hommes – Midewin FS-USDA 
Wade Spang – Midewin FS-USDA 
M. Matkovic – CBBEL 
? – IEPA 
Others? 
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