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November 13, 2013 
 
Ms. Sandy Vasko 
Will County Historical Society 
803 South State Street 
Lockport, IL 60441 
 
RE: Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement: 

Section 106 Historic Property Reports Comments, August 19, 2013 

 
Dear Ms. Vasko: 

We are in receipt of a letter from the Will County Historical Society regarding the Section 
106 Consulting Parties meeting on August 1, 2013 and the recommended National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) determinations of eligibility presented in the Historic 
Property Reports (HPRs) for the Illinois portion of the Illiana Corridor project. At the 
meeting, the recommended NRHP determinations of eligibility and preliminary potential 
project effects to historic properties were presented and discussed, which you 
addressed in your letter. We have read and further reviewed your comments with IDOT-
BDE and the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) who reviewed the HPRs, 
photographs, and other information regarding all properties potentially eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP. The SHPO addressed these properties in a letter dated 
September 3, 2013. The resulting determinations are addressed below. 

Bowen Farmstead, Widows Road and Kankakee River Drive Properties: Your letter 
asked for clarification regarding the NRHP eligibility recommendation for the Bowen 
Farmstead as well as indicated concern and requested clarification for properties with 
potential local landmark status located along Widows Road and Kankakee River Drive to 
be evaluated as a potential historic district. In a letter dated September 3, 2013, 
following review of the Historic Property Reports and comments received from the 
Section 106 consulting parties, the SHPO determined the Bowen Farmstead, Stone 
Farmstead, John P. Lynott Summer House, Andrew Markert House, and Howard Hyde 
House were individually eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. 

These properties were not evaluated as part of a potential historic district due to the 
extent of subsequent residential development that has occurred between these 
individual properties and along Kankakee River Drive and Widows Road. This 
development post-dates the area’s association with industry, brewing, manufacturing, 
and canal boats serving the I&M Canal and associated waterways in Will County and no 
longer collectively conveys these historical associations as a potential district. 

Luther Farmstead: Your comment indicated the Luther Farmstead should be 
considered eligible under Criterion A, for its association with the craftsmanship of early 
toy making. Please provide more information and/or documentation on these events in 
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the property’s history for the project team and SHPO to review and consider in the 
evaluation. The project team did not find the property to retain significant architectural 
features or integrity to convey its historical associations under Criteria A and B. 
Significant alterations obscuring its original Greek Revival style upright-and-wing form 
and appearance include a second story addition and two-story facade chimney to the 
original one-story wing as well as several one-story additions along the house’s west 
rear elevation. Replacement materials, such as vinyl windows and square porch posts 
replacing the original Doric columns also contribute to diminished integrity of the house’s 
original design intent and appearance and it no longer conveys architectural significance 
under Criterion C. Furthermore, the extant farmhouse no longer conveys the property’s 
historic appearance or association as a farmstead. 

Thank you for your ongoing assistance with this important project. We look forward to 
continued coordination with you. 
  
Sincerely, 
     
 
Steve Schilke, P.E. Jim Earl, P.E. 
Program Manager Project Manager 
Illinois Department of Transportation Indiana Department of Transportation 
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August 28, 2013 
 
Honorable Alice Dahl 
Cedar Creek Township 
151 Fremont St. 
Lowell, IN 46356 
 
RE: Illiana Corridor Tier Two Environmental Impact Statement: 

Section 106 Indiana Historic Property Report Addendum  

Dear Honorable Dahl: 
 
You are being provided a print copy of the Historic Property Report Addendum for 
Corridor B3 at I-65 in Lake County, Indiana because you have agreed to be a Section 
106 consulting party for the Illiana Corridor project. This report is an addendum to the 
previously submitted and reviewed Historic Property Report in Lake County, Indiana 
(May 15, 2013), which was provided to you on CD. Since the publication of that report, 
three interchange alternatives are now under consideration at the proposed project 
alignment’s intersection with I-65 and they have shifted south from the original 
interchange location proposed in the Tier One study and surveyed in the previously 
submitted Historic Property Report. Due to these project changes, the previously applied 
Area of Potential Effects (APE) has been revised and expanded in this area. 

This addendum report documents only the new expanded area of the revised APE and 
the newly identified built resources within that APE for the Indiana portion of the 
proposed project. Based on the identification and evaluation efforts for these project 
changes, no individual properties or districts within the revised APE are recommended 
eligible for listing in the NRHP. The previously submitted identification and evaluation 
efforts documented a single NRHP-listed property (the Kingsbury-Doak Farmhouse) and 
a single NRHP-eligible property (the Cutler Farm), which received State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurrence in a letter dated June 28, 2013. 
 
The addendum report is also available to download on the project website: 
 
http://illianacorridor.org/information_center/historic_prop_report.aspx 
 
Please note that effects determinations for this portion of the project will be provided in 
the months ahead. 
 
In reviewing the information, your comments, if any, should be addressed to Mr. Patrick 
Carpenter of INDOT at pacarpenter@indot.in.gov by Friday, September 27, 2013. Thank 
you for your ongoing assistance with this important project. We look forward to continued 
coordination with you. 
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Sincerely, 

     
 
John Fortmann, P.E. James A. Earl II, P.E. 
Deputy Director of Highways,  Project Manager 
Region One Engineer Indiana Department of Transportation 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
 
Enclosure 

K-329



Title First Name Last Name Affiliation Email Address 1 Address 2 City State Zip Phone Num
Honorable Alice Dahl Cedar Creek Township cedarcreektwp1@yahoo.com 151 Fremont St. Lowell IN 46356 219-696-9713

Mr. Scott  Bocock
Cedar Lake Historical 
Association clhamuseum@yahoo.com 13206 Parrish Ave. Cedar Lake IN 46303

Honorable Paul Bremer Center Township cpcentertownship@sbcglobal.net 1450 E. Joliet Street Condo A, Suite 103 Crown Point IN 46307 219-663-0250
Honorable David Uran City of Crown Point mayor@crownpoint.in.gov 101 North East Street Crown Point IN 46307 219-662-3240

Mr. Curt Graves
Crown Point Historic 
Preservation cgraves@crownpoint.in.gov 101 North East Street Crown Point IN 46307 219-662-3239

Ms. Nancy Speichert Dyer Historical Society 1 Town Square Dyer IN 46311 219-865-6108
Honorable Rosie Morrow Eagle Creek Township 8305 East 173rd Avenue Hebron IN 46341 219-996-4572
Honorable Mitchell Lopez Hanover Township hanovertownshiptrustee@hotmail.com 13330 Parrish Avenue Cedar Lake IN 46303 219-374-7443

Mr. John Carr

Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources, 
Division of Historic 
Preservation and 
Archaeology JCarr@dnr.IN.gov 402 W. Washington Street Room W274 Indianapolis IN 46204 317-233-1949

Mr. Chad Slider

Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources, 
Division of Historic 
Preservation and 
Archaeology 402  West Washington Street Room W274 Indianapolis IN 46204 317-232-1646

Mr. John Herbst Indiana Historical Society president@indianahistory.org 450 W. Ohio Street Indianapolis IN 46202 317-232-1882
Ms. Tiffany Tolbert Indiana Landmarks ttolbert@indianalandmarks.org 608 East Third Street Hobart IN 46342

Ms. Elin Christianson
Lake County Historic 
Preservation Coalition 141 Beverly Boulevard Hobart IN 46342 219-942-5536

Mr. Bruce Woods
Lake County Historical 
Society and Museum 202 Courthouse Sq Crown Point IN 46307 219-662-3975

Mr. Craig Zandstra
Lake County Parks 
Department, Indiana info@lakecountyparks.com 8411 East Lincoln Highway Crown Point IN 46307 219-945-0543

Mr. Gerry Scheub Lake County, Indiana scheugj@lakecountyin.org 2293 N. Main Street Building A, 3rd Floor Crown Point IN 46307 219-755-3200

Mr. Ken Floyd
Lowell Historic 
Preservation Commission 501 E. Main Street Lowell IN 46357 219-696-7794
Merrillville Ross 
Township Historical 
Society merrillvillehistory@yahoo.com 13 West 73rd Avenue Merrillville IN 46410 219-756-2042

Mr. Bill Hanna

Northwest Indiana 
Regional Development 
Authority bhanna@rda.in.gov 9800 Connecticut Drive Crown Point IN 46307 219-644-3500

Mr. Tyson Warner

Northwestern Indiana 
Regional Planning 
Commission twarner@nirpc.org 6100 Southport Road Portage IN 46368 219-763-6060

Honorable Joseph Shudick Ross Township chiefdeputy@rosstownship.org 24 W. 73rd Ave Merrillville IN 46410 219-769-2111

Mr. Dale Bieker

South Lake County 
Agricultural Historical 
Society webmaster@slcahs.org PO Box 847 Crown Point IN 46356
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Ms. Ellen Hogan St. John Historical Society 9335 Keilman Street St. John IN 46373 219-365-5517
Honorable Jean Shepherd St. John Township stjohntownship@sbcglobal.net 1515 West Lincoln Highway Schererville IN 46375

Ms. Kay Harness
Three Creeks Historical 
Association 1505 E. Commercial Avenue Lowell IN 46356

Honorable Randall Niemeyer Town of Cedar Lake towncouncil@peoplepc.com 7408 Constitution Avenue Cedar Lake IN 46303 219-374-7000
Honorable Phillip Kuiper Town of Lowell townhall@townhall.lowell.net 501 E. Main Street Lowell IN 46357 219-696-7794
Honorable Howard  Fink Town of Merrillville hfink@merrillville.in.gov 7820 Broadway Avenue Merrillville IN 46410
Honorable Richard Ludlow Town of Schneider rludlow@mchsi.com 23800 Parrish Street P.O. Box 207 Schneider IN 46376 219-552-0661
Honorable Mike Forbes Town of St. John forbesmike@yahoo.com 10955 West 93rd Avenue St. John IN 46373 219-365-6465
Honorable James Hicks Town of Winfield deruntzk@winfieldgov.com 10645 Randolph Street Winfield IN 46307 219-662-2665
Honorable Harold Mussman West Creek Township wctpcts1-5@att.net 11821 West 185th Avenue Lowell IN 46356 219-696-9432
Honorable Rollie Brauer Winfield Township rollie@winfieldtwp.com 10645 Randolph Street Winfield IN 46307 219-662-2665

Mr. Jay Steele
Kingsbury-Doak 
Farmhouse 4411 East 153rd Avenue Hebron IN 46341
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 To:                   John Fortmann Attn:   Steven Schilke 

 From:              John Baranzelli      By:   Brad Koldehoff 

 Subject:           Cultural Resource Concurrence – Architectural Resources 

 Date:               October 3, 2013 
 
 
 
 
Will County 
Wilmington to Beecher 
Illiana B3 Corridor, I-55 to Indiana State Line 
Interstate Construction 
Job # P-91-749-10 
IDOT Seq. # 16651C 
 
 
The attached letter documents the concurrence of the Illinois State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO) supporting the “No National Register-Eligible Architectural Resources” 
determination found by IDOT’s professional cultural resources staff for this survey area 
expansion. The other ESR submittals concerning the construction of this new interstate 
are still undergoing SHPO review and consultation.  
 
 
Attachment 
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 To:                   John Fortmann Attn:   Steven Schilke 

 From:              John Baranzelli      By:   Brad Koldehoff 

 Subject:           Illiana B3 Corridor – Determination of Eligibility Reports  

 Date:               October 24, 2013 
 
 
Will County 
Wilmington to Beecher 
Illiana B3 Corridor, I-55 to Indiana State Line 
Interstate Construction 
Job # P-91-749-10 
IDOT Seq. # 16651A, 16651B 
 
Further coordination with the Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is 
required for the above referenced project. Based on the SHPO’s review of the 
Determination of Eligibility reports and related information regarding the potentially 
historic properties brought forward by consulting parties, the SHPO has determined that 
the following properties are eligible for the National Register of Historic Places: 
 

 John R. Baskerville Farmstead 
 Will County Fairgrounds 
 Farmhouse, 2444 W. Corning Road 
 Stone Farmstead 
 Bowen Farmstead 
 John P. Lynott Summer House 
 Howard Hyde House 
 Andrew Markert House 

 
The attached SHPO letter also notes that the Symerton Historic District and the Midewin 
Buffer District are not eligible for the National Register. 
 
In order for the SHPO to evaluate the project’s potential effects to these historic 
resources, please forward the Effects Assessment Report to the Cultural Resources Unit 
when it becomes available. 
 
 
Brad H. Koldehoff, RPA 
Cultural Resources Unit 
Bureau of Design and Environment 
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